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Russian parties angryover threat 

MOSCOW (R) — p 0 ihical croups in Russia erupted in fury Tuesday 
over a call by a top aide of President Boris Yeltsin for two leading 
J° « banned from next month's election because they 
cnnased a proposed new constitution. “Are we just supposed to 
arolaud rt (the constitution)?” a spokesman for the Communist Party 
asted angrily. And the leader of a pro- reform electoral bloc, which 
nas also expressed doubts about the huge powers the president will 
enjoy under the draft national charter, said he would continue to 
thscuss publicly the issues that “electors deem necessary. 7 ’ Liberal 
economist Grigory Yavlinsky said in a statement "The current leaders 
are losing even the elementary notion of democracy. If we fail to 
° “ ia1, ^ oexl step “° m authoritarian rale to dictatorship 

wut be soon with us.” The central electoral commission was meeting 
Tuesday to consider the call by First Deputy Prime Minister Vladimir 
Shuraeiko for the Communist Party and the Democratic Party of 
Russia, a prominent centrist group, to be removed from the list of 
parties taking pan in the Dec. 12 poll. 
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Confusion over fate of diplomat 

SANAA (AP) — Kidnapped American diplomat Haynes R. Mahoney 
was Still in the hands of his Yemeni captors Tuesday a day after 
government officials reported they had negotiated his freedom. “The 
negotiations are still going on, said united States Information 
Service spokesman Rick Roberts. “We remain assured by the Yemeni 
government that they are doing everything in their power to have him 
treed.” Interior Minister Yehya Al Mutawakfl said be expected the 
tribesmen who abducted Mahoney on Thursday to release him soon. 
On Monday night, Mr. Mntawakil told the Associated Press that Mr. 
Mahoney. 44. was released and that die kidnappers’ demands were 
met. But Tuesday morning, in an official statement distributed by the 
Yemen news agency SABA, the minister denied announcing Mr. 
Mahoney's release or saying any demands were met. Police officials in 
the desert province whereMr. Mahoney is held added to the confusion 
by insisting unto Tuesday morning that the diplomat bad been 
released by the tribesmen. Arab diplomatic sources said an agreement 
to release Mr. Mahoney was readied Monday night but that 
undisclosed snags impeded the actual release. 
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Estonian president 
due here tomorrow 

AMMAN (Petra) — The presi- 
dent of Estonia and bis wife 
will arrive here Thursday on a 
four-day official visit to Jordan 
for talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein on Arab, regional and 
international issues as well as 
bilateral relations. The Esto- 
nian leader will visit archaeolo- 
gical sites and places of cultural 
florid historical importance. 

Unit off to Croatia 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san Tuesday saw off a new 
batch of Jordanian Armed 
Forces personnel who left for 
Croatia to join the United Na- 
tions peacekeeping forces 
there. 

Senate elects 
panel rapporteurs 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Up- 
per House of Parliament’s 
(Senate) permanent commit- 
tees Tuesday met under the 
chairmanship of Senate Speak- 
er Ahmad A1 Lawzi and 
elected the committee’s rap- 
/porteurs. The committees 
Elected Zeid Rifai, Ahm ad 
Tarawneh, Kamal Shaer and 
f: Marwan Hmoud as rappor- 
teurs of the foreign affairs, 
legal, financial and administra- 
tive committees respectively. 

Qaisi promoted 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Tuesday 
promoting director of the 
General Intelligence Depart- 
ment Mustafa Al Qaisi to the 
rank of general. 

Gulf Arabs discuss 
aid for self-rule 

RIYADH (AFP) — Deputy 
foreign ministers of tbe Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
met here Tuesday to discuss 
the GCC’s fin and al contribu- 
tion to Palestinian autonomy. 
An offidai dose to the meeting 
said a document would be 
drawn up on the Middle East 

P eace process and financing 
alestmian autonomy, to be 
submitted to the next GCC 
summit in Riyadh on Dec. 20. 

l ' French military 
official visits Qatar 

DOHA (AP) — A high-rank- 
ing Frencb military offidai 
held talks Tuesday with Qatari 
leaders on strengthening de- 
fence relations between tbe 
two countries, tbe Qatar News 
Agency said. General Marc 
Moncnal. chief of staff of 
French land forces, met 
Qatar's defence minister, 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al 
Thani, who is also the crown 
prince and the emirate’s corn- 
ea ander-in-chief. The agency 
said discussions dealt with en- 
hancing defence coordination 
and cooperation. But it gave 
/'. V details. 

U.N. inquiry team 
arrives in Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — A 
three-man commission 
appointed by the U.N. secret- 
ary general "to investigate the 
killing of United Nations 
peacekeepers in Somalia ar- 
rived here Tuesday, U.N. offi- 
cials said. The commission's 
chairman, Matthew Ngulube, 
invited Somalia leaders “with 
pertinent information" to 
volunteer to depose to the 
commission. Mr. Ngulube is 
the chief justice of Zambia. 
“The commission will examine 
all activities involving UN- 
BOSOM II that have contri- 
buted to casualties both to 
(U.N.) personnel as well as to 
Somali nationals.” Mr. Ngu- 
lube said. 

Holst hospitalised 

OSLO (AP) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Johan Jorgen Holst has 
been hospitalised, probably for 
exhaustion, after a period of 
intense activity that .included 
brokering a Middle East peace 
agreement. The foreign minis- 
ter. 56, was admitted to the 
neurological department of the 
nrtionci hospital in Oslo for 
a. *.> Suaic. . .vr.’ign ministry 
spokesman Ingvard Havncn 
said Tuesday. “He is feeling 
much better,” said Mr. Hav- 
\ en. “It was most likely over- 
axertion, but we cannot ex- 
clude that it was a virus or 
something until the tests are 
over.” 


Autonomy talks make 
progress on detainees 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israeli 
and Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) negotiators 
made progress on the key i»ue 
of the release of Palestinian 

f risoners at autonomy talks on 
uesday but major stumbling 
blocks remained! 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Nabil Shaath said the Israelis 
had submined a detailed timet- 
able for the release of all the 
prisoners, who number almost 
1 1.00(1. according to humanita- 
rian aid officials. 

He indicated that the figure 
included about 1.200 held" for 
"blood crimes.” whom Israel 
had until now refused ro re- 
lease. insisting that they musr 
all complete, their sentences. 

The two sides are trying to 
reach agreement on "imple- 
mentation of the Palestinian 
autonomy deal by a Dec. 13 
deadline "for the start of the 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho. 

Palestinian sources said the 
talks could wind up Tuesday 
and resume next week. The 
latest session was held against 
a background of widespread 
violence in Gaza, where troops 
shot and wounded around S(i 
Palestinian demonstrators (see 
story below) - 

Dr. Shaath has said repe- 
atedly he will not sign an’ 
accord on the autonomy 
arrangements without a timet- 
able and written pledge thar all 
Palestinian prisoners will be 
released. 


Three main stumbling blocks 
remained Tuesday — the size 
of the Jewish settlement areas 
•in the autonomous areas, con- 
trol of international bound- 
aries. and the limits of the 
Jericho area. 

In Tunis. Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) lead- 
er Yasser Arafat met tw'o en- 
voys of Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to discuss the 
stalled autonomy negotiations, 
a Palestinian official said. 

Mr. Arafat later told a meet- 
ing of the PLO leadership he 
had insisted that Israel honour 
its pledge to start withdrawing 
its troops from Gazu ana 
Jericho on Dec. 13. as envis- 
aged in the PLO-Israel accord 
signed on Sept. 13. 

According ro a participant at 
the PLO meeting. Mr. Arafat 
said he told the Israeli envoys 
the December deadline was 
"sacred." 

Mr. Rabin's office denied a 
newspaper report Tuesday that 
he had sent a message to Mr. 
Arafat offering a slightly deep- 
er military withdrawal in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman 
Oded Ben-Ami had at first 
declined to confirm or deny the 
report in the newspaper 
Ayedioth Ahronoth. 

But several hours later Mr. 
Rabin's office issued a denial. 

“Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has not sent any mes- . 
sage whatsoever — written or 
oral — to Yasser Arafat and - 


everything published in today's 
newspapers regarding the con- 
tents of such a message is 
totally unfounded." it said. 

Yedioth had said Mr. Rabin 
told Mr. Arafat in the message 
that he would agree to a Gaza 
troop pullback “a few 
kilometres" further than Israel 
first offered. 

It said Mr. Rabin had also 
proposed stationing Palesti- 
nian observers alongside 
Israeli patrols on main roads in 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Israel would also agree to 
Palestinian observers at Israeli- 
controlled border crossings be- 
tween the West Bank ana Jor- 
dan. Yedioth Ahronoth re- 
ported. 

Israeli and PLO negotiators 
are at loggerheads over the 
scope of tne withdrawal Israel 
agreed to make in Gaza and 
Jericho. 

The control of border cros- 
sings and the size of the self- 
rule area in Jericho are other 
sticking points. 

The newspaper said M r. 
Rabin offered to recognise the 
Palestinian flag, an them and 
uniforms — symbols of the 
independent state the PLO 
wants to establish and which 
Israel opposes. 

Mr. Rabin also proposed 
building small airports, 
perhaps only for helicopters, in 
Jericho and" Gaza, and estab- 
lishing a Palestinian bank and 

. (Continued on page 5) 
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Palestinian youth throw stones at Israeli soldiers in Rama Hah Tuesday (AFP photo) 

Israel, PLO strike deal 
to calm Gaza tensions 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) struck a deal to 
try to cool the explosive situa- 
tion in Gaza where troops shot 
80 Palestinians Tuesday, a 
Fateh leader said. 

The accord came after senior 
army officers twice met top 
members of the mainstream 
PLO movement Fateh after 
trouble erupted in riposte to an 
Israeli crackdown on activists 
the AFP said. 

“There is an agreement on 
the practical steps that the 
Israeli authorities and the army 
must take to cool the situation 
down." said Sufian Abu 
Zaydah. a member of the 
Fateh "high committee" in 
Gaza. 

“We hope to see these steps 
carried out in the coming 
daw.” he said after the talks, 
which the Israeli defence 
ministry called after Prime 
Minister "Yitzhak Rabin urged the 
army to “calm things down." 

Mr. Abu Zaydah and five 
other Fateh officials met 
Israel’s southern region milit- 
ary commander General Mat- 
tan Vifnai and senior officers at 
the Erez checkpoint into the 
Gaza Strip. 

"We talked about the prob- 
lem of the arrests in recent 
days and the broader question 
of* Palestinian prisoners.” he 
said, but refused what steps 
would be taken. 

Military 7 officials said they 
refused a demand for the re- 
lease of Tavseer Bardini. the 


chief of Fateh's armed wing, 
who was captured on Monday. 

Mr. Abu Zaydah had earlier 
met several army officers in the 
military administration head- 
quarters in Gaza City. 

Israel has given an’ amnesty 
to some Hawks but Housing 
Minister Binyamin Ben-Eliez- 
er. who is dose to Mr. Rabin, 
told Israeli radio the fight 
against them was not over. 

Mr. Ben-Eliezer said Israel 
would ‘■continue to pursue and 
to catch, whether in battle or a 
physical fight, every guerrilla 
and fugitive with oloodv 
hands.” 

Thousands of Palestinians 
burned tyres and threw stones 
and fire-bombs at soldiers pro- 
test at the army's killing on 
Sunday of a member of PLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat Fateh 
Hawks and the capture of the 
group's commander on 
Monday. 

“We will continue military 
action until our leader Tayseer 
Bardini is released and until 
Israel stops pursuing us.'Vsaid 
Salim Muwafi. a senior Hawk 
who escaped arrest Monday.. 

Fateh activists, omranged by 
the latest army actions, have 
vowed to renew armed attacks 
against Israelis and ordered a 
three-day mourning strike 
throughout the Gaza Strip. 

Just two weeks before the 
3rmy is due to start withdraw- 
ing from the territory under 
the 5ept. 13 autonomy deal, 
soldiers opened fire in Khan 
Yunis. Gaza City and the re- 
fugee camps of Jabaliu. Shatti 


and Maghazi. 

Palestinian sources said SO 
people were shot and wound- 
ed. In Rafah.camp. a 12-year- 
old boy lost an eye when he 
was hit by a rubber bullet, one 
of five youths critically hurt, 
doctors "said. 

Three border guards were 
lightly hurt as teenagers con- 
fronted patrols witb'rocics and 
Molotov cocktails, army offi- 
cials said. Most roads were 
blocked and black smoke from 
hundreds of burning tyres 
clouded the sky. 

In Paris. Mr! Rabin voiced 
regret at the violence and de- 
termination to press on with 
the peace process. He ordered 
the army to “calm things 
down.” Israel Radio reported. 

But left-wing Israeli deputy 
Dedi Zucker told AFP that the 
army was “totally losing con- 
trol." 

“The army is involved in a 
vendetta." charged Mr. Zuck- 
er of the Meretz party, a gov- 
ernment coalition partner. 
“Any officer in an undercover 
unit has become a decision- 
maker and they are totally cut 
off from the peace process." 

Witnesses said soldiers fired 
indiscriminately at anything 
that moved. One witness said 
he saw 15 people hit by plastic 
or rubber-coated bullets. 

Jerome Delay, chief photo- 
grapher of the Associated 
Press, was hit in the leg by a 
rubber bullet while covering 
the demonstrations in Khan 

(Continued on page 5) 


King 
receives 
Pentagon 
official 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Tuesday re- 
ceived Frank Wisner, assistant 
secretary for policy at the U.S. 
Defence Department, who is 
leading a high-level defence 
delegation on a visit to the 
Middle East. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the King exchanged 
views with Mr. Wisner on re- 
gional and international issues 
as well as Jordanian- American 
relations. 

The audience was arrended 
by His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hass an and Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Chairman General 
Abdul Hafez Mira’i. 

Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Al Majali held talks with the 
U.S. delegation in a meeting 
attended by Minister of State 
for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Jawad Al Anani. 

The delegation arrived here 
Tuesday as part of a 13-day 
tour of the Middle East. 



! y 


Etis Majesty King Hussein and His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday meet with 


Frank Wisner, assistant secretary for policy at 
tiie UjS. Defence Department (Petra photo) 


Tbe delegation will assess 
Mideast military requirements 
and study ways to boost milit- 
ary cooperation with countries 
in tbe region. 

The five-member delega- 
tion, tbe highest-ranking De- 
fence Department mission to 
be dispatched to the Middle 


East, also will discuss the res- 
tructuring of existing U.S. 
forces in the region during its 
visit. 

Hie team will travel to 
Israel, Egypt, Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf countries. 

The delegation comprises 
senior officials from the State 


Department's Bureau of Politi- 
co-Military Affairs and the 
U.S. Central Command. 

A senior Pentagon official 
said last week that the mission 
will focus its talks on defining 
strategic requirements as well 
as current and future security 
threats (see page 3). 


Christopher 
faces tough 
task in 
Damascus 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
U.S. Secretary or State Warren 
Christopher faces a tough mis- 
sion when he visits Syria during 
a tour to get Middle East peace 
rolling again, Syrian sources 
said Tuesday. 

Mr. Christopher’s visit on 
Sunday is the “toughest mis- 
sion he bas ever had in the 
region since he joined (Presi- 
dent Bill) Clinton’s foreign 
affairs team 11 months ago,” 
the official English-language 
daily Syria Times said. 

Officials and diplomats said 
Mr. Christopher would hold 
talks in Damascus with Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad and Fore- 
ign Minister Farouq Al Sharaa 
on how to resume IsraeJ-Syria 
talks in Washington, sus- 
pended since mid-September. 

Syria and Israel have held 11 
rounds of talks since the open- 
ing of the U.S.-led Middle East 
peace conference in Madrid 
two years ago but have made 
no tangible progress towards 
peace. 

Syria had threatened to 
boycott the next round of talks 
if Israel did not pledge to with- 
draw fully from the strategic 
Golan Heights, a plateau occu- 
pied by Israel in the 1967 war. 

Mr. Christopher will be con- 
fronted with difficulties arising- 
from implementation of tbe 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) peace 
accord signed in Washington in 
September, the Syria Times 
said. 

It urged the secretary to 
press Israel to announce its 
readiness to withdraw from the 
occupied Arab lands. 

“He (Christopher) should 
not press for any more conces- 
sions from tbe Arabs because 
they did give all that is needed 
to make the process of peace 
moving. His aim should be the 
other side this time, and all his 
attention should be concen- 
trated on Israel,” the Syria 
Tunes said. 

“The Arabs are still count- 
ing on the Clinton administra- 
tion's keenness to make Christ- 
opher’s visit a success and to 
secure the U.S. image as an 
honest broker and a rati part- 
ner,” the paper said. 

It said Syria would reject any 
Israeli pledge to withdraw par- 
tially from the Golan Heights 
and said the Jewish state 
should announce its readiness 
to withdraw fully from the 
Golan to pave the way for 
resumption of negotiations. 

"The return to the negotia- 
tions table is pinned complete- 
ly on Israel’s pledges to with- 
draw from the territory it has 
occupied illegally. 

“Obscure indications about 
its readiness to evacuate parts 
of the Golan Heights after 
knowing what is Syria pre- 
pared to offer in return are not 
enough and will be dropped,” 
the paper said. 


Arafat comes under renewed 
criticism over self-rule talks 


TUNIS (AP) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leaders met on Tuesday to 
discuss the foundering self-rule 
- talkiswtk Israel BA-YassKSsAra- 
fat came under attack even 
from old-time allies over his 
handling of the negotiations. 

PLO sources said Mr. Arafat 
called for an emergency meet- 
ing of the PLO Executive 
Committee after the latest 
blast of criticism. 

Tbe sources, speaking cm 
condition of anonymity, said 
committee member Mahmoud 
Abbas — who signed the 
accord with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres in 
Washington on Sept. 13 — had 
expressed his discontent over 
Mr. Arafat’s handling of the 
negotiations. 

If their reports are correct, 
Mr. Abbas would be the high- 
est-ranking PLO official to 
challenge Mr. Arafat over the 
agreement since it was signed 
more than six weeks ago. 

Earlier in the day, Mr. Ara- 
fat also met with two Israeli 
envoys in a fresh effort to end 
the deadlock in negotiations 


over Palestinian ■ self-rule in tbe 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. . 

PLO officials imposed a tot- 
...al news blackout on the visit by 
the two Israelis, one of whom 
was identified earlier as Jac- 
ques Neriah, a diplomatic 
adviser to Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. The second envoy 
was not identified. 

No details of the meeting 
were released. 

Before the Executive Com- 
mittee gathered, Suleiman Na- 
jjab, a veteran committee 
member, said he was boycot- 
ting the discussions, which he 
described as “useless.” 

Mr. Naj jab, who leads of the 
Palestinian People’s Party — 
the former communists — ac- 
cused Mr. Arafat of making 
decisions alone, without con- 
sulting the committee. 

“As past experience has 
shown it is useless to take part 
in these meetings, whose re- 
solutions are totally ignored by 
the chairman of the Executive 
Committee (Arafat),” Mr. Na- 
jjab said in a statement he 
telefaxed to the Associated 


Press. 

He said he would not rejoin 
the committee before a set of 
demands he and other PLO 
officials made .to Mr. Arafat, 
earlier this month were acted 
on. 

These include the involve- 
ment of more people in deci- 
sion-making and better per- 
formance in negotiations with 
Israel. 

Tuesday’s meeting was also 
boycotted by Mahmoud 
Ismail, another member of the 
18-man committee and leader 
. of the pro-Iraq Arab Libera- 
tion Front. The groupopposes 
the peace deal with Israel. 

A third member. Bishop 
Eliya Khoury, is believed to be 
ill and has not been attending 
the committee's meeting for 
several months. 

Six other members resigned 
after Mr. Arafat signed the 
peace agreement. 

PLO sources said Mr. Arafat 
on Tuesday received a letter 
from NaWJ Amr, a close aide, 
protesting his high-handed 
leadership and resigning all his 
posts in the PLO. 


Security Council short of 
consensus on Iraq sanctions 

Clinton wants embargo maintained 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — U.N. Security Council 
members are at odds over lift- 
ing an oil embargo on Iraq, 
which recently accepted long- 
term monitoring of its disarma- 
ment programme, diplomats 
said. 

Britain, China, France, Rus- 
sia and the United States, the 
council’s permanent members, 
are short of a consensus on the 
next step to take regarding 
Iraq, largely because of 
Washington’s insistence on. 
keeping the pressure on Bagh- 
dad, diplomats said after a 
closed-door meeting of the 
council late Monday. 

Iraqi and U.N. officials 
announced Friday that Bagh- 
dad had accepted U.N. Re- 
solution 715 on long-term 
monitoring of its chemical, 
nuclear and armament prog- 
rammes, removing a major 
obstacle to lifting the U.N. 
embargo on Iraq's oil sales that 
was imposed after it occupied 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
sent Congress a letter Monday 


inunity maintain current sanc- 
tions/’ Mr. Clinton said. 

U. S . Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright told repor- 
ters, “the United States wants 
to make absolutely sure that 
the Iraqis are abiding by the 
Security Council resolutions.” 
“We have said the same 
thing over and over again. 
We’re looking for a sustained 
pattern of behaviour," she 
added. 

Ms. Albright and other 
permanent members of the 
council were briefed by Rolf 
Ekeus, head of the U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission (UNSCOM) 
in charge of scrapping Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction. 

France has said it would 
agree eventually to lifting the 
embargo if UNSCOM deems it 
bad completed its work. China 
is known to have a similar 
position. Britain and Russia 
are more cautious but envoys 
said they recognised chat Iraq's 
formal acceptance of the moni- 
toring constituted progress. 


in place, the council is obli- 
gated to consider lifting the 
embargo on Iraqi exports, in- 
cluding oil. 

Other demands, stemming 
from a 1991 Gulf war ceasefire 
resolution, are linked to sanc- 
tions on imports to Iraq. 

Former President George 
Bush once said he would not 
lift or ease sanctions while 
President Saddam was in 
office. President Clinton has 
not repeated this, which left 
Washington open to flouting 
U.N. resolutions which it 
helped write. But he appears 
to be taking a similar stand. 

“Although Iraq has said that 
it is ready to comply with Re- 
solution 7 15. it still must take 
significant steps, including the 
provision of new data about 
the suppliers- of its WMD 
(weapons of mass destruction) 
programme,” Mr. Clinton 
wrote. 

Mr. Ekeus has told Iraq that 
it must establish a dear record 
of compliance before he can 


_ ___ __ j tougher than anyone else, 

advising that current sanctions said one envoy al the council 
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lne Americans are being report favourably to the Secur- 
iffher than anvnm* *lc*i *• in? 


be maintained against Iraq 
“because we believe that (Iraqi 
President) Saddam Hussein is 
committed to rebuilding his 
weapons of mass destruction 
capability” and keeping it bid- 
den from U.N. inspectors. 

“Inspections and sanctions 
have significantly debilitated 
Iraq’s ability to reconstitute its 
weapons of mass destruction... 
it is therefore extremely impor- 
tant that the international com- 


briefing. 

"One has to recognise the 
monitoring was a positive step 
as we have been asking for it so 
let them get on with im- 
plementing it,“ he added. 
“One cannot always say that 
whatever the Iraqis "do is 
wrong.” 

If Mr. Ekeus sometime next 
year says he is satisfied all 
weapons have been found and 
the monitoring programme is 


ity Council. 

“We strongly support this 
approach,*’ the president said. 
His remarks were contained in 
a report he must send to con- 
gressional leaders every 60 
days on efforts to obtain Iraqi 
compliance with U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. Clinton also faulted Iraq 
for its continued refusal to sen 
$1.6 billion in oil, a step autho- 
rised. by the Security Council. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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OS1A - New U.N. 
tiOrtN against l.ilna which lake 
efteci WcdncNJaj will hike up 
tonsunicr prices 'hut ml sales, 
the o !itry\ main source ol 
res ei' .. will mu he alfecieil 
'mnis.- lately, diplomats and 
economists say. 

"Libyans haw has! piemv of 
lime t«i sc - hack their assets 
i •: ? ransfer ,-m to other ci »un- 
Trics uiKtei pseiulonvnis." one 
diplomat said. 

• A f nropoan amhassador 
contacted from Cyprus said it 
would mu he easy to "para- 
ly i liropean tuciories panh 
owned hy Libyans. 

The U.N. Security Council 
on No\. 1 1 ordered a free/e on 
Libyan assets abroad and an 
embargo on deliveries of oil- 
related equipment fu take 
effect t *i Dec. I. 

The new sanctions come on 
top of a ban on air traffic and 
arms sales imposed to force 
Libya to hand over tvvo sus- 
pects wanted hy the United 
.States and Britain oyer the 
bombin'; ol a /'an A in* airliner 
over Lockerbie, Scotland, in 
December 19SS. The bombing 
killed 27i i people. 

Prices had increased drama- 
tically in Libya since the Un- 
iti.-d Nations slapped an air and 
aims embargo on the country 
April 1992" the European 
ambassador in Tripoli said. ’ 

"Certain subsidised goods 
are hard to find and the dinar is 


. . .--xL.cy on Libya 
limited effect 


only worth 5ti cents on the 
open market against three dol- 
lars at the official rate." he 
explained. 

An Arab economist mean- 
while said Libya lacked the 
financial and agricultural re- 
sources of a country such as 
Iraq.* and the new ’ sanctions 
would eventual^ affect the Li- 
byans' standard" ot living and 
"exacerbate the chaos."' 

In the run-up to the Decem- 
ber deadline Libyan leader 
Munmmnr Oadhafi has deli- 
vered vitriolic speeches u» 
crowds nl Libyans, reffimiing 
his relusal to hand over the two 
suspects. 

On Friday he again vowed 
never to bow to international 
pressure to hand them over for 
trial. 

I Ie said the Lockerbie affair 
was "only n pretext to make 
the Libyan people bend." and 
Tripoli "was prepared to con- 
front the West for decades and 
even set fire to its oil wells. 

The impact of the new sanc- 
tions may he limited in the 
short term because the treeze 
on Libyan assets abroad, esti- 
mated "ar between S4 and S5 
billion, will he hard to imple- 
ment. with little lo distinguish 
individual from state deposits, 
diplomats sav. 

The Nicosia-based newslet- 
ter Middle East Economic Sur- 
vey (MEES) said countries 
where the Libyan company 
Oi (invest had handed over 
most of its capital to European 
partners would find it hard to 


treeze the assets, held hy sub- 
sidiaries in Italy. Switzerland. 
Germany. Spain and Hungary. 

However. Tripoli will be de- 
prived of dividends on its in- 
vestments. 

MEES said that besides 
assets transferred to the Gulf 
and Asia. Libya has stockpiled 
oil equipment listed in the new 
embargo. 

In the medium and short 
term, "this equipment must be 
bought through interme- 
diaries. and as with all embar- 
goes. it will be accessible but 
will cost more." an oil expert 
said. 

Offshore companies set up 
hy Libyans in third countries 
have been importing banned 
goods into Libya since 1986. 
when U.S. high technology 
was first embargoed and Li- 
byan assets in the United 
States were frozen. 

Libyans in general "want to 
live iii peace' and finish with 
this conflict that complicates 
their lives,” the European 
ambassador said. 

“They fear whar may hap- 
pen. since the spectre of the 
U.S. raid on their country in 
1986 continues to haunt 
them.” he added. 

Former U.S. Presidenr 
Ronald Reagan ordered air 
raids on Tripoli and Benghazi 
in 19X6 which killed 37" and 
injured y3. in retaliation for a 
bombing of a discotheque in- 
West Berlin frequented by 
U.S. soldiers. 


Ban on non-kosher meat saved Rabin 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A prop- 
osed ban on importing non- 
kosher meat into Israel saved 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s peace plan on 
Monday. 

The main opposition Likud 
Party brought a motion of non- 
:onfidence based on the recent 
>pate of violence in the occu- 
pied territnrie.v. The 
Likud, joined by three smaller 
right-wing parties, says the vio- 
lence demonstrates that the 
Sept. 13 Krael-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 

a sham. 

But it was easily defeated 48 • 
to 33 with three abstentions.- 
The remaining 36 legislators 
•ere not present. 

■ Israel Radio reported that 
two sn all ultra-religious par- 
ses. I ' ted 'T '"a .Lid;* Km and 

• _ ••••* ah': jin or si; 

out the vote i.i exchange for a 
cabinet decision Sundav to 
legislate again-* the rn vt.i- 
tion of non ’ 


The governing Labour Party 
and its" junior coalition party. 
Meretz, command 56 seats out 
of 120 in Israel's parliament. 
They are guaranteed the sup- 
port" of five other legislators 
who belong to Arab parties, 
giving the government a nar- 
row majority of 61. 

But Mr. Rabin has said he 
wants to see peace-related 
votes pass by a wide margin to 
give the process credibility and 
clear the way for further nego- 
tiations. 

Shas and United Tora con- 
trol 10 seats, which will keep 
Mr. Rabin in the clear if they- 
abstain. 

A legislative ban was un- 
necessary until Mr. Rabin 
announced plans to privatise 
the importation of meat this 
•-■f. Government companies 

pi inip i ts strictly kosher but 
did not control 'all of the 
market. 

The privatisation moves led 
' 'reious parties to demand 


that Mr. Rabin institutionalise 
the ban on non-kosher meat. 

Mr. Rabin's cabinet banned 
the importation of non-kosher 
meat this summer, but the sup- 
reme court overturned the ban 
on appeal from importers and 
civil rights groups, saying it 
violated basic laws guaran- 
teeing free trade. 

Sunday's cabinet decision 
meant the government will in- 
troduce legislation in the com- 
ing months modifying the 
appropriate basic laws, which 
are formulated to serve as a de 
facto constitution and are.less 
likely than - ordinary laws.tb be 
overturned by the high court. 
• The end result will likely 
mean that small amounts of 
non-kosher meat currently en- 
tering the country without gov- 
ernment supervision will be 
stopped. 

It is still permitted to raise 
pork within Israel although re- 
ligious parties are seeking a 
ban on this practice, as well. 



FURY ERUPTS: A Palestinian holds stones as were wounded in dashes which erupted after 
be prepares to attack Israeli forces in Gaza City Israeli forces detained a leading Fateh activist 

Tuesday (see page one). A; least 80 Palestinians (AFP photo) 


Olmert 

opposes 

Jerusalem 

‘concessions 


- OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The new right- 
wing mayor of Jerusalem Ehud 
Olmert. opened his first city ‘ 
council meeting on Monday 
with an uncompromising mes- 
sage that concessions were not 
ihe key to peace in the Holy 
City of Arabs and Jews. 

Teddy KoIIek. mayor for 28 
years before fie was ousted in 
municipal elections this month, 
quit tne council and in a 
farewell speech said he feared 
Mr. Olmert would upset deli- 
cate Arab-Jewish relations in 
the city. 

"I do not accept the argu- 
ment that compromise is the 
ultimate aim in every matter 
and on every subject,” said 
Mr. Olmert, a parliament 
member of the hawkish 
opposition Likud Party . 

“We must understand the 
desires and needs of the other 
side but it will not be possible 
to reach true peace at the 
price of concessions on the 
most basic core, the deepest 
and most essential element of 
our national existence." he 
said. 

In current talks on Palesti- 
nian autonomy, negotiations 
on Jerusalem were put off for 
several years. 

“I am worried about ideolo- 
gical trends and ideas in the 
new leadership that could 
harm the delicate fabric of 
relations between Arabs and 
Jews," said the white-haired 
KoIIek, 82. dressed in a smart 
blue suit and tie. 

Mr. KoIJek. affiliated with 
the ruling Labong Party, wor- 
ked tirelessly for Arab-Jewish 
coexistence during his adminis- 
tration. 

Opposition members of the 
council said they feared Mr. 
Olmert would provoke the 1 
150.000 Palestinian residents 
of the city by encouraging 
nationalist Jews to settle in 
Arab neighbourhoods, some- 
thing. Mr. Olmert has already 
condoned. 

Mr. Olmert. 48, was elected 
on a campaign focused on Mr. 

leaders, of the dry's sizable 
ultra-orthoddx Jewish popula- 
tion. 

Mr. Olmert and orthodox 
council members .quoted ex- 
tensively from psalms and Jew- 
ish prayers at Monday's city 
council meeting. 

Mindful of plans by Mr. 
Olmert's nationalist and reli- 
gious coalition partners to try 
ro expand Jewish settlement in 
Jerusalem. Palestinian leader 
Faisal Husseini. set up a sha- 
dow committee last week to 
monitor the Arab side of the 
city. 

Alluding to Palestinian 
claims on the city. Mr. Olmert. 
48. said that “peaceful rela- 
tions between us and our 
neighbours will not take place 
unless they recognise our deep 
attachment as a nation to Jeru- 
salem." 

He said that a '.‘correct ba- 
lance" could enable "a form of 
political solution to our historic 
conflict with the Arab nations 
and the Palestinians." 

“This balance can in no way 
be .based on any denial of 
Jewish sovereignty over all 
Jerusalem." Mr. Olmert. 
added. 

“I do not accept the argu- 
ment that compromise is the 
ultimate aim in even 1 matter 
and on every subject.' he said. 

Still, Mr. Olmert pledged to 
safeguard religious freedom 
and said Israelis “must culti- 
vate relations based on re- 
spect. tolerance and considera- 
tibfiiwith the non-Jewish resi- 
dents of our city," he said 
Arabs should be ■ helped to . 
“further their quality of life.” 


Israeli array digs in 
for Gaza autonomy 


By Barry Parker 

Agence France Prcsse 


KHAN YUNIS, occupied 
Gaza Strip — Four giant bull- 
dozers rumble up and down 
levelling the sand dunes over- 
looking this Palestinian town 
in preparation for the Israeli 
army's redeployment on the 
Gaza Strip. 

If the people of .Khan 
Yunis thought the autonomy 
deal would rid them of the 
large army base on the edge 
of the refugee camp, they had 
a nasty shock last week. 

Heavy equipment went to 
work swallowing up more 
acres by the neighbouring 
Jewish settlements of Gush 
Qatif ahead of the army pull- 
back which is scheduled to 
start on Dec. 13. 

Officially the army refuses 
ro comment on what they are 
constructing, but it is at Gush 
Qatif that the new general 
command centre is to be set 
up to protea tbe 4,000 set- 
tlers, military sources say. 

“They started work last 
weekend," said carpenter 
Azmi Dasuki, whose home in 
‘the A1 Ammal refugee over- 
flow estate faces the plateau 
where the bulldozers labour. 

“We have been waiting to 
get that land and now they 
have come and taken it 
over." 

From his flat roof, the 30- 
year-old father of two surveys 
the old army base far to the 
south, Ganei Tal settlement 
to the north and the open 
dunes being flattened straight 
ahead. 

, “It will change our fives,'' 
fretted Mr. Dasuki. “We are 
already afraid for our chil- 
dren and now we will have 
the army on our doorstep 24 
hours a day. 

“If someone comes and 
shoots at the camp, when the 
troops fire back the most 
likely thing they will hitis my 
house. There mil be many' 
problems here now," he pre- 
dicted. 

On the plateau, a jeep-full 
of soldiers sits at point de- 
fending the bulldozers while 
a white army tent and Israeli 
'flag, are.; pitched J ^k54?.; 1 B r 
corner. 1 1 - •• 

Scores of youngsters gather 
to watch the bulldozers, surg- 
ing forward, and pelting 
stones each time they with- 


draw and running back when 
the machines advance. 

' Israel and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
are still arguing over the de- 
tails of redeployment, but the 
army's broad intentions are 
dear.' 

Under the Sept. 13 agree- 
ment, the redeployment, 
which the army costs at up. to 
$200 million, is to be com- 
pleted by April 13. 

- The army wants to with- 
draw to three heavfly-forti- 
tied' perimeters around the 
settlements in the north, cen- 
tre and here in the south of 
the strip. - Gush Qatif is 
already surrounded by an 
electrified fence. 

Observation posts will be 
erected at the settlements 
and along the coastline where 
□aval patrols will be stepped 
up. 

Eitan Hadert; who is in 
charge of security for Ganei 
Tal. ,told Friday's Yediot 
Aharanot newspaper: “This 
week' a senior official came 
and we fixed the sites where 
the posts should be built. 
Building has started.” 

The oiggest selling daily 
quoted a senior military offi- 
cial as saying: “Redeploy- 
ment will be baspd on the 
following principles — max- 
imum security for the Jewish 
population and settlement ac- 
cess roads, maximum control 
of the coastline and a mini- 
mum use' of major roads.” 

The construction of the 
first eight-kilometre section 
of an SSO-million fence 'sur- 
rounding the territory has 
already Degun. 

Soldiers and military 
equipment have been pulled 
out of the largest military 
base irt Gaza City and a post 
-in the village of Abasan dis- 
appeared overnight on Nov. 


And two Palestinian 
“generals” toured Gaza with 
Israeli army escorts last 
week, a sure sign of the com- 
ing. changes. 

Military sources say that 
under the army’s plan logis- 
tics units will begin withdraw- 
ing first from built-up Palesti- 
nian areas while fighting 
troopghjmH pull -out last.: ' *■ 
Bi$J$i^ 7 Yuni& looks], set 
to remain '.in the shadow .of 
the Israeli army at least for 
tbe five years or autonomous 
rule. 


Freewheeling Israeli daily 
closes, citing poor sales 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The pub- 
lisher of Hadashot. a daily 
known for its irreverent style 
and bouts with military cen- 
sors. said Monday 'the news- 
paper would shut down be-, 
cause of persistent losses. 

Amos Schocken told army 
radio he concluded “there was 
no reason to continue" after 
years of low circulation and 
declining advertising revenues. 

"Hadashot did important 
things 'in Israel, but when I 
weigh the situation as a 
businessman and not a journal- 
ist. one can say that I failed," 
he said. “It’s a sad day for 
me." 

. Although Mr. Schocken re- 
fused to give figures, the radio 
put the tabloid s circulation at 
only 10.00U and said losses in 
its nearly 10 years of publica- 
tion were estimated at $20 mil- 
lion. 

When Hadashot was laun- 
ched in 1984 it was perceived 
as a lighter. -somewhat populist 
alternative to the established- 
evening dailies. Yedioth Ahro- 
noth and Maariv. which have 
circulations estimated at more 
than 150.000. 

An irreverent style marked 
by short, punchy captions and 
use. of Hebrew slang set.-.- 
Hadashot apart. It was also the ^7* 


first daily to use colour and 
emphasise" easily readable 
graphics and layout. 

"Readers will miss the., 
youthful air and extreme anti- 
establishment stance." said 
columnist Amnon Dankner. . 

In its first year of publica- 
tion. the paper was shut down 
for several • days by Israel's 
military censor after it pub- 
lished pictures of two Palesti- 
nians being led away alive from 
the scene of a : deadly attack by', 
security forces. 

The pictures sparked an in- 
vestigation of the circumst- 
ances of their eventual death in 
custody. Subsequent disclo- 
sures of u cover-up by the Shin 
Bet secyrity police caused a 
national scandal and resulted 
in new regulations governing 
interrogations. 

Hadashot was again ordered 
shut down after it failed to 
submit two articles on military 
personnel derisions . in 1988. 
but the derision was reversed 
rh£~- : same ''day after editors 
aptftojpsied'. 

The paper's seeming disre- 
spect for institutions appeared 
to harm its chances to win a 
mass market in a country 
where there is strong respect 
for the army and security 
issues. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


PLO stakes Gaza land claim 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — The Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) has put advertisments in Palestinian 
daily newspapers here warning Gazans that all land vacated by 
tire Israeli army will fall under its control. “No citizen may 
buy, sell or make changes an any part of the properties and 
any such deals will be considered void by the time that national 
authority arrives." the ads said. The Israeli army is scheduled 
to start a four-month withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho from Dec. 13 under the autonomy 
accord. Elections to an autonomy council are due to be held 
on July 13 to enable the Palestinians to run their daily affairs. 
"The PLO will take control of these lands at that time." read 
the ads. “All lands registered in the name of the governor of 
Gaz and falling under the occupation authorities* control since 
5 June. 1967 are the property of the Palestinian people." 
Thousands of Palestinians live in “illegal" slums on “state 
land" in Gaza where the Israeli army regularly demolishes 
some of the homes. 

Group says Egypt suppressing foreign press 

CAIRO (R) — A human rights group has accused the 


Egyptian government of suppressing the freedom of journal- 
ists working for foreign news organisations. "The Egyptian 
Organisation for Human Rights (EOHR) has recently re- 
ceived many complaints which indicate that the foreign press 
in Egypt is’falling under the same pressures which limit the 
freedom of opinion, expression and the press in the country as 
a whole.” the group said in its faxed report. EOHR highlight- 
ed the pressures exerted on Egyptians working for foreign 
news organisations in Cairo. “In most cases correspondents 
called in for investigations are threatened by the state security 
to confiscate their press credentials, especially if they were 
Egyptians, to force them... to reveal sources or to prevent 
them from criticising the government and its policies." it said. 
It said some correspondents "were physically attacked by 
security men and their notes and other material confiscated.” 
It said journalists interviewed by EOHR. both foreigners and 
Egyptians, said the security bodies had bugged their phones, 
limited their movement and blocked their access to informa- 
tion or ability to publish news they had obtained. “Bugging 
telephone lines allows security bodies to reveal the sources 
which the foreign press depend' on and to subject these sources 
to threats, pressures ana sometimes physical attacks.” the 
report said. 

U.S. forces boarded Iraq-bound freighter 

MANAMA (AFP) — U.S. naval forces enforcing a U.N. 
embargo boarded a Cypriot freighter carrying 13.U00 tonnes of 
sugar before letting it sail to the Iraqi Gulf port of Umm Qasr. 
U.S. Navy officials said Monday. The vessel, the first to 
transport cargo to an Iraqi port since the Gulf war of 
January-February 1991. was boarded Thursday, the U.S.. 
Naval Forces Central Command said in a statement received 
here. “The Tephys was inspected by the U.S. destroyer Elliott 
and was allowed to proceed to Umm Qasr after the inspection 
revealed it was ’only carrying its declared cargo of sugar," it 
said. The arrival of the Tephys in Umm Qasr Friday marked 
the reattivation of Iraqi Gulf ’ports. On Sunday Baghdad said 
the ports were ready to accept imports of goods not banned by 
the U.N. embargo imposed on Iraq after its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. The Cypriot freighter arrived on the Iraqi 
side of Umm Qasr. divided bv the new Iraq-Kuwait border 


reduce transport costs. Commerce Minister Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh told the government daily Al Jumouriyah. 

Sentencing hearing set Dec. 6 in Iraq case 

ATLANTA (At*) — Christopher Drogoul. once accused of 
making $5.5 billion in illegal loans to Iraq, will be sentenced 
next week on wire fraud and regulatory violations, a federal 
judge said Monday. U.S. District Judge G. Emest Tidwell 
scheduled a sentencing hearing to hegin Dec. 6. Lawyers said 
they expea the hearing to last all week. Mr. Drogoul pleaded 
guilty tn September to one count of wire fraud and two counts 
of making false statements to bank regulations. The plea came 
six days before he was to go on trial on a 70-count indictment 
charging he masterminded the international loan scandal. The 


other charges against Mr. Drogoul were dismissed after he 
pleaded guilty. At a preliminary hearing Monday, defence 
attorney Robert Simels urged Mr. Tidwell to sentence Mr. 
Drogoul under guidelines that would allow the judge to limit 
prison time to the 20 months already served by Mr. Drogoul. 
Prosecutors want Mr. Drogoul sentenced under guidelines 
allowing a prison term of up to ft 1 /’ years. Mr. Drogoul. the 
former Atlanta branch manager of Italy's state-owned Banca 
Nazionale del Lavoro (BNL). is currently being held in tbe 
Atlanta federal penitentiary. -Mr. Droeoul has maintained his 
loans to Iraq were authorised by top BNL officials in Rome 
and were consistent with U.S. polio- towards Iraq at the time. 

U.S. council renews mandate of Golan force 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The Security Council unanimous- 
ly approved Monday a six-month renewal, until May 31. 1994. 
of a force which ke’eps peace between Syria and Israel. The 
council extended the U.N. Disengagement Observer Force 
(UNDOF). which for the past 19 years has served as a huffer 
between the Syrian and Israeli armies on the Golan Heights. 
The i.1 15-member force, comprising contingents from Au- 
stria. Canada. Finland and Poland, was established to monitor 
a troop disenagagement agreement that followed the 1973 
Arab-Israeli war. UNDOFs commander is Major-General 
Roman Misztal of Poland. 

Mortar explosion kills 5 in Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Five children were killed when an 
un exploded mortar shell they were playing with went off, the 
Islamic republic News Agency reported Tuesday. The agency 
said the mortar exploded Monday after the children lit a fire 
around it. The accident occurred in the eastern Lorestan 
province. ERNA said it was unknown how the children, aged 
sErom 8 to 15, got hold of the shell. 
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This information R supplied fn Rnvat 
Jortioniun (RJi infvnuuthm 'de/un- 
mtfnrm the Ouccn, Alu lmcrruiionul 
Airport Tel. fWj.w#V5. ' wlie/v if. 
tiittykl ;i/hhv> he verified. - 

ARRIVALS - ' - ‘ v ; 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) v * . 

JJJ®® Auabu(RJ) 

5 s ® — Duhui.AlmDIuihilRjj. 

Jeddah < RJ ) 

LnmtieiKRJ) 

Jfg :■ ■ r ..-.V....;lAjU%mlRJJ 

J«S New York. Amsterdam f RJ] 

iManhul(RJ) 

U-S : Bnissek, Paris fRJJ 

Madrid. Geneva l RJI 

■ Frankfurt. Vienna ( RJ I 

J**" Toronto. Montrealf RJi. 

IS* Rome {RJI 

SS -tnuyikJ) 

AijahatRJ) 


S5w5 Rnme (AZI 

16:36 . . [.•ririnht'sA't 

• IlhJO 


1205 


-• 14J5 «... 

... Karachi. Ahu Dhahi (PI) 

(1:15-...:. 
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1&4S 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
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“0&30 . 
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Beans 

16:15 . 
. 
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11^0 . 
. - 11-JO . 
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Cucumber. < la rp; ) ............ 

•vain v.uroiKJi 

1' -1W6 Ciriumhuiliji 

• .J . haM RixadhiRJl 
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• ~2th* S . AqafufRJf 
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- 22M5 Sanaa (R.I) 
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06:55 . 
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Onion (preen) 
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0fc2S . 
- 08:15- . 
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12.-66 . 
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Grapes MKf'5Hi 

Grape Fnnt 1WIM20 
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Crown Prince calls for planning youth activities 
via closer interaction with social dimensions 


• AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
•• Highness Crown Prince Has- 
‘ san Tuesday said that sports 
■ and youth activities should be 

closely linked to and interact 
jSrith soda) dimensions and not 
; •=> *oc planned from behind desks, 
inside closed offices. 

“We cannot continue raising 
the slogan “the? human person 
is our most precious posses- 
: sion’' at a time when our know- 
ledge about that person is su- 
perficial because of our total 

• divorce from reality and actual 
situations," he said. 

^ Tbe Crown Prince was 
addressing the winners of the 
Crown Prince Golden Award 
for outstanding activities in 
- voluntary fields during 1993. 

Youth activities that can 
achieve their specific objec- 
' lives are those which originate 
with the young people foem- 
.. j pelves, free of any bureaucratic 
■^^constraints or limitations, or 
coming from offices far from 
[; the real situation on the 
ground, said Prince Hassan. 

The winners of the Golden 
Award have had sufficient 
opportunities to identify and 
get to know the land as well as 
the people living in this land 
r thanks to their interaction with 
„ the various social sectors dur- 
ing their competition for foe 
Golden Award, said Prince 
Hassan- 



Visiting high-level U.S. defence officials 
to reaffirm security commitments, 
explore possible collective arrangement 


By a Jordan Tones 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A high-level U.S. 
Defence Department delega- 
tion began a visit to Jordan as 
part of a Middle East mission 
described by Washington as 
aimed at reaffirming long- 
standing U.S. security commit- 
ments to the region and explor- 
ing possibilities of a collective 
arrangement for security. 

Tbe delegation, led by Frank 
Wisner, assistant secretary of 




His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday addresses 
Prince Golden Award (Petra photo) 

It is hoped that foe winners Award “if such an association 
would form a nacleus of a can play a basic role in promot- 

larger group of youth to be mg foe values and objectives of 

involved in a wider youth foe Crown Award and in sti- 

movement in Jordan, be mulating youth activities in 

added. voluntary and social fields.” 

Tbe Crown Prince proposed He urged foe group to main- 
foe formation of an association tain contacts with foe other 
of foe winners of foe Golden participants and winners of foe 


winners of the Crown 

award to achieve this purpose. 

The winners of the 1993 Gol- 
den Award are 24 youths who 
were awarded their certificates 
by Prince Hassan on Nov. 21. 

The group brings to 93 the 
total number of young men 
and women who have received 
foe Golden Award to date. 


Crown Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam A1 Ma- 
jali and other senior govern- 
ment leaders. 

On Tuesday, the team was 
received by the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
General Abdul Hafez Mira’i 
A1 Kaabneh, foe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

The agency said Gen. Kaab- 
neh and foe visitors exchanged 
views on “foe situation in foe 
region” and discussed “means 
of cooperation and coordina- 
tion." it did not give details. 


Briefing reporters on foe de- 
legation’s 13-day trip to the 
Middle East, a senior Penta- 


gon official said last week that 
foe region's countries needed 
“to hear directly from foe new 
administration about foe im- 
portance foe U.S. attaches to 
them." 

Officials, said foe objective 
of tbe visit was to explore ways 
and means to translate the 
reality of foe end of foe cold 
war and progress in tbe Middle 
East peace process into collec- 
tive arrangements to counter 
potential security threats to foe 
region’s countries as well as 
U.S. interests. 

One of foe key Jor dani an 
ideas in this context is Down 
Prince Hassan's proposal for a 
conference on Middle East 
security along foe lines of foe 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 

The proposal, which envis- 
ages a nuclear-free Middle 
East zone, implies foe expo- 
sure of foe arsenals of the 
countries of foe region, a pros- 
pect that Israel, believed to 
possess nuclear weapons 
among its vast military 
machine, has repeatedly dis- 
missed. 

In general terms, foe mis- 
sion's goal, as described by foe 
Pentagon official, is to set the 
stage lor a “new era of coop- 


eration with a region that we 
have long determined is vital to 
U.S. national interests.” 

The discussions the delega- 
tion will have with the leaders 
of Jordan, Egypt, Israel, Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf states 
will focus on foe planned res- 
tructuring of U.S. defence 
forces announced by Defence 
Secretary Les Asp in in mid- 
September. 


European military experts 
noted that with foe collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the de- 
fence treaties that the U.S. has 
already signed with Kuwait 
and other Gulf stares, 
Washington could now afford 
to reduce its physical military 
presence in foe Middle East. 
That is one of foe main region- 
al impacts of foe restructuring 
announced by Mr. Aspin. 

The delegation will review 
“strategic requirements as well 
as current and future security 
threats” in foe Middle East. 

According to tbe Pentagon 
official, foe delegation was to 
urge Middle Eastern leaders to 
“establish priorities in ways 
that make sense, not only for 
their own defence but in terms 
of mutual cooperation in the 
region.” 

Mlitary training joint exer- 


cises. inter-operability of 
equipment and doctrines" and 
possibly the prepositioning of 
troops ‘and material in the re- 
gion could be the means to 
achieve this end. the official 
said. 

Depending on the results of 
foe delegation's mission, the 
official said, "a new era of 
cooperation” could emerge. 

The mission is not expected 
to produce any new treaties, 
mutual defence pacts, or 
announcements about military 
assistance. 

The delegation includes Ted 
E. Warner, assisranr secretary 
of state of defence for strategy, 
requirements and resources. 
Frances D. Cook, deputy assis- 
tant secretary of state for re- 
gional security affairs and 
security assistance. Molly Wil- 
liamson, deputy assistant 
secretary of defence for Near 
Eastern and South Asian 
affairs, and Rear Admiral John 
Michael Leuckc. director of 
plans and policies of the U.S. 
Central Command. 

Mr. Wisner is a former 
ambassador who served in 
Egypt and the Philippines. 

Ms. Williamson •• as the 
U.S. consul general in Arab 
East Jerusalem until Iasi war. 


Ed voy highligh ts Romania ’s progress, 
ties with Jordan, in marking holiday 


Queen inaugurates Cerebral Palsy Centre in Irbid 


By lea Wahbeh The minister was accompa- 

Jordao Times Staff Reporter nied by representatives of va- 
rious ministries and economic 
'AMMAN — Romania's organisations dealing with 

National Day today electricity, phosphates, and 

(Wednesday) assumes a spe- potash, ana representatives 

dal significance as it has of the Chambers of Industry 

reached the venerable age of ®nd Com merce including 12 

three -quarters of a century. individual firms. 

Marked on Dec. 1, it cele- This attests to foe serious- 
brates foe “great union" of °ess of foe relations between 

Transylvania with foe mother fo e two countries and to foe 

country, in 1918, after years potential of foe Romanian 

of occupation by . the Austro- . market to absorb increasing 
Hungarian empire. amounts _ of Jordanian pro-^ 

At a ppe&s^ooaference *3G J^cts, ; said Jvtr. Pascale; 


Saturday, Romanian Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Anton Pas- 
cale reviewed the historical 
events that led to the much 
sought after and fought for 
union, long foe dream of a 
people whose f ,: :ical, milit- 
ary, economic and spiritual 
ties ensured the national 
identity of a people who 
could not he kept apart by 
.irulu r‘ H tiers. 

"The anniversary of 75 
years since foe great union is 
also an occasion for us to 


In 1992, foe volume .of 
bilateral economic exchange 
was worth $53 million, while 
in foe first 10 months of 1993 
it reached $40 million. 

The main imports from 
Romania are meat and lives- 
tock, timber, metallurgical 
products, natural and synthe- 
tic fibres, textiles, chemical 
products, cars, tyres, electric- 


al appliances, tools, c hina 
and home utensils. 

Jordanian exports to 
Romania went beyond the 
traditional phosphate, rising 
from a mere $0.5 millio n in 
1991 to $4.4 million in 1992 
and reaching, for the first 10 
months of this year, $4.5 mil- 
lion. The imports from Jor- 
dan include vegetables, citrus 
fruit, medicine, sweets, tex- 
tiles and plastic products. 

An important role in diver- 
sifying foe bilateral Hsfttibhs 
is played by foeTnued Rbma- 
uiarf-Jordaxuan firms and The 
private sector in Jordan, 
1,000 representatives of 
which visited Romania in 
1993. 

Romanian contributions to 
economic projects in the 
Kingdom include foe Zarqa 
refinery, installation of elec- 
tric grids, oil pipes and drill- 
ing. Romanian companies 


Ministry unveils loan plan 


A celebrate the progress tbe 
■ hououy has registered in 
democratising foe political 
and social life, foe passage to 
the market economy and 
attaining industrial restruc- 
turing based on foe principles 
of economic efficiency and 
utilisation of natural and hu- 
man icsources and of a more 
proficient Romanian integra- 
tion in the world economy,” 
said Mr. Pascaie. 

A contribution to this in- 
tegration is made by the 
1,700 Jordanian-Romanian 
firms operating in Romania, 
said the ambassador, adding 
that tbe volume of bilateral 
commercial exchange in 1992 
was 50 per cent higher than 
Ifht of 1991. 

' The Romano-Jordanian re- 
lationship is an old one; it 
goes back, to the ambassado- 
rial level, to 1965. In 1968 foe 
1 - two countries signed a trade 
and cooperation agreement, 
' . and ever since, foe ties were 
_ reinforced by more treaties 
and visits at all levels. 

As recent as last month. 
Minister of Hanning _ Ziad- 
Fariz visited Romania to 
attend" foe 10th meeting of 
- the joint Economic and Tech- 
nical ‘Cooperation Commit- 
fl* tee. Two documents were 
signed on the occasion; the 
Protocol of foe 10th Session 
and foe Economic and Tech- 
nical Cooperation Agree- 
ment, paving, foe way for the 
^Jevelopment of future eoooo- 
mic ties. ... 


Margaret Thatcher 
The Downing Street 
\ Years 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Agriculture Tues- 
day unveiled a plan to help 
fanners diversify their sources 
of income and boost their lives- 
tock production. The plan has 
been submitted to foe Council 
of Ministers for approval, 
according to foe Ministry. 

Tbe $19.6 million plan, ex- 
pected to be implemented at 
foe start of 1994, entails grant- 
ing soft loans to up to 8,000 
small farmers to help them 
cany out land development of 
livestock projects in the rural 
regions, accoriding to the 
announcement made by Agri- 
culture Minister Marwan Kam- 
al Monday. 

The loans would finance foe 
purchase of goats, sheep and 
cows to boost dairy production 
and therefore increase foe con- 
cerned fanners’ income, said 
foe minister. 

With this project, which is to 
be implemented over a period 
of seven years, we hope to 


raise foe living standard of 
poor families especially those 
whose bread-winners are 
women, said Dr. Kama!. 

The project also entails help- 
ing and encouraging women 
formers to increase their field 
production by providing them 
with loans to finance the 
purchase of seeds and animal 
feed and build water storage 
facilities to irrigate crops and 
increase cereal production, foe 
minister continued. 

He said that pan of foe 
allocated sums will finance foe 
expansion of stations located at 
Wadi Waleb, Dhiban, Kha- 
naisir and Mafraq districts 
whicb serve to the improve foe 
quality of livestock raised in 
foe country. 

The loans will be short-term 
and medium-term loans, de- 
pending on foe nature of foe-, 
projects and foe type&of crops 
to be produced ana will partly 
cover foe cost of purchasing 
fanning equipment. Dr. Kama! 
added. 
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are bidding for projects re- 
lated to storage oil tanks, 
chemical installations, elec- 
tric power plants and high 
voltage electric grids. 

“Despite unfavourable re- 
gional and international con- 
ditions, Romania has always 
proved an element of stability 
and peace in foe Balkans, has 
integrated in foe European 
structures and has promoted 
a policy of good neighbour- 
hood," said Mr. Pascaie. 

At fo6 same time, “a con- 
stant preoccupation is foe’Se- 
velopment of relations with 
foe Arab World, of which foe 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan represents a traditional 
and reliable friend of foe 
Romanian people," added 
foe envoy. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majes- 
ty Queen Noor, foe Honorary 
President of foe Cerebral Palsy 
Foundation (CPF), Tuesday 
inaugurated the new Irbid 
Cerebral Palsy Centre. 

The foundation had original- 
ly opened foe Irbid Centre in 
1985 at foe Health Centre of 
Yarmouk University and foe 
University of Science and 
Technology. 

The new centre was financed 
by foe CPF and foe General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS) and foe Municipality 
of Irbia donated foe land on 
which it was buflt. 

Tbe CPF, established in 
1977, aims at reducing foe pre- 
valence of cerebral palsy. in_ . 
Jordan from its current level of 
five per 1,000 births to one per 
1,000 births. 

Tbe foundation has assisted 
over 7,000 children at its centre 
in six dries: Amman, Zarqa, 
Karak, Irbid, Aqaba and Salt. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday inaugurates tbe New 
Cerebral Palsy Centre in Irbid (Petra photo) 


Expansion plans are also 
underway to develop two more 
centrerih Mafraq and Tafileh 
to meet the needs of those 
areas. 

The Irbid centre will provide 
medical treatment and phy- 
siotherapy in addition to a 
general education programme 
to an estimated 1,020 children. 

■ Queen Noor, accompanied 


by Mrs. Abdul-Salam Majali, 
was received by CPF President 
Fakhri Bilbeisi, Deputy Aref 
Bataineb, foe mayor of Irbid 
and members of foe Adminis- 
trative Committee of foe CPF. 

Later foe Queen visited Yar- 
mouk University where she 
met with members of foe 
Washington-based Population 
Institute who are currently 


conducting a family planning 
tour in Jordan. 

The Population Institute is 
an international educational 
non-profit organisation with 
members in over 159 countries. 

It aims to make population 
issues an international priority 
by increasing awareness of the 
population problem in relation 
to resource and environmental 
constraints and by developing 
action programmes to reduce 
world overpopulation. 

Queen Noor spoke at foe 
Population Institute in 
Washington D.C. last ye3r ab- 
out Jordanian and regional 
population issues. 

The Queen had extended an 
invitation to members of foe 
institute's staff to visit Jordan. 
The visiting group is conduct- 
ing a study of Jordan's popula- 
tion planning and development 
policies in preparation for the 
International Conference on 
Population and Development 
to be held in Cairo in 1994 


what’s going on 1 1 Officials seize 40 artefacts 


EXHIBmONS 

■fr Second Jordanian exhibition of cotton and woollen pro- 
ducts at the World Exhibition Hall — University Road 
(11:00 a. m. -10:00 p.m.) 

* Exhibition entitled “ Palestine Throughout History” at the 
University of Jordan. 

fr Exhibition of handicrafts at the University of Amman. 

fr Art exhibition by artist FarghaB Abdel Hafiez at tbe Balka’ 
Art Gallery in A1 Foheis (10:00 a-m-- 8:00 p.m.) (TeL 
720902). 

☆ Exhibition of ceramics by Iraqi artist Seham Saoodi at Atia 
Art Gallery (9:00-1330 and 15:00-18:00) (Tel. 639303). 

☆ Photographic exhibition an tbe intifada at Abdul Hameed 
Sboman Foundation (8:00 a.m.-4.*00 p.m.). 

☆ Art exhibition by artist Hammond Shan tout at BaJadna Art 
Gallery (Gardens Street). 

FILMS & DRAMAS 

☆ Video film entitled “Tbe Loneliness of tbe Long Distance 
Runner” at the British Council at 7:00 p.m. (104 minutes). 

* Dr ama in Arabic entitled “The Precious Lady” at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre at 5:00 p.m. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian 
customs officers Tuesday said 
they aborted an attempt to 
smuggle 40 pieces of artefacts 
unearthed in Jordan out of the 
country and delivered the 
items to the Department of 
Antiquities. 

The 40 pieces, which in- 
cluded marole. pottery and 
metal works excavated’ from 
several historic sites in Jordan, 
were hidden in three wooden 
crates among bolts of cloth 
exported to Germany aboard a 
truck, said Khaled Qutob. 
director of the Amman Cus- 
toms Office, who made the 
announcement. *’We turned 
over the three crates with their 
contents ro foe Department of 
Antiquities since the law bans 
the trading and export of 
Jordanian antiquities, said Mr. 
Qutob. 


Department of Antiquities 
Director General Safwan Tell 
said that among the crates* 
contents, the department 
found a white marble statue 
representing the God of Wis- 
dom in ancient Greece, dating 
back ro the second and third 
centuries B.C. and a set of 27 
pieces of pottery, several jars, 
lanterns and plates all dating 
back to the Bronze Aee or 
3.000 B.C. 

The rest of the pieces date 
back to Roman. Byzantine and 
Islamic periods and a plate of 
mosaics from foe Byzantine 
Age. according to Dr. Tell. 

He said the Department of 
Antiquities has the authority to 
confiscate these pieces to be 
stored and displayed in the 
country's national museums. 

Dr. Tell thanked the Cus- 
toms Department for its coop- 


eration. 

Mr. Qutob said that the 
priceless merchandise was 
found loaded on a truck with a 
Bulgarian licence plate, the 
vehicle was transprotina Jorda- 
nian cloth destined for German 
markets. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that the truck and the cloth 
were seized pending investiga- 
tions into the case^ 

He said that the driver of (he 
truck had to stop at the cus- 
toms complex south of Amman 
in order to obtain clearance for 
travel to Germany, and it was 
then that customs officers disc- 
overed the three crates which 
were not among the items 
listed on the truck s manifest. 

When questioned about the 
three crates the driver, who is 
Bulgarian, expressed surprise, 
said Mr. Qutob. 
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A solid approach 
to a fluid problem 

THE FIVE-DAY symposium on water that started 
Sunday is a timely event that aims to assess the 
water needs of the Arab countries of the Middle 
East and North Africa. The basic themes of the 
meeting speak for themselves as far as their 
interrelations and interdependence are concerned. 
Surely in the context of the Arab World one cannot 
ttisnw “water utilisation and efficiency* * in isola- 
tion from “water resources, p lanning and develop- 
ment 1 ’ or from “regional cooperation and coordina- 
tion.” The organic link between these three princip- 
al concerns of the water conference is clear to all 
those familiar with the water crisis in the Arab 
World. 

Obviously there will come a time when regional 
cooperation would have to take into consideration, 
in addition to the Arab countries of the region, both 
Turkey and Israel; Turkey because it has 
tremendous water resources that can, under 
appropriate conditions and circumstances, help in 
striving the Middle East water problem; and Israel 
because its impact on the issue has so far been 
negative dne to its encroachment on Arab water 
rights that led to substantial diminishing of the 
availability of water resources that are rightfully 
Arab. In this sense, positive Israeli cooperation in 
this field is necessary for any meaningful regional 
approach to the water problem in the region. No 
wonder one of the most sticking points in the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks centres prr_the„ wafer 
dimension. Israel is known to have diverted water 
resources even from the arid West Bank region in 
order to satisfy its own needs. This on top ofhrael’s 
illegal utilisation of waters from regional rivers or 
their tributaries, including the Jordan and the 
Yarmouk as weU as the Iitani. 

In Jordan, meanwhile, this Is only one facet that 
led to the country’s water crisis. When more than 
half of Jordan’s production of water goes un- 
accounted for due principally to pipe leakage, illegal 
use or unmetered supplies, the extent of the local 
water problem becomes dearer. A working paper 
submitted to the symposium said 54 per cent of 
water supplies in Amman and Zarqa were un- 
accounted for. And when we take into consideration 
that the water use in the greater Amman and Zarqa 
region constitutes 54 per cent of the entire national 
use, the extent of the domestic problem and its 
contribution to the water crisis becomes clearer. 

There is no sense in solving the water crisis on a 
regional basis or in terms of proper planning and 
development when we waste as much as half of our 
own water resources year after year. 

And when it comes to planning, there is nothing 
ampler than encouraging landlords to construct 
water wells that can be filled by rain water collected 
from roof tops. This is the least costly method to 
save water and replenish the needs of our people in 
summer. Construction permits can be made con- 
ditional on the building of such wells. Even tax 
incentives can be introduced for this purpose. While 
we strive to restore our water rights and hope for 
regional plans that would satisfy toe needs of all toe 
-states of the region, we should use toe time from 
now until these hopes are realised to rationalise 
waste at home. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Al Dost our daily Tuesday discussed the 
question of Jordanian's obtaining visas to visit their relatives 
and friends in other Arab countries and said that it is a very 
complicated process, causing much frustration to the majority 
of the applicants. Mohammad K awash said that citizens from 
the Gun countries are offered all facilities when they wish to 
visit Jordan and find no difficulty in obtaining a visa. Likewise, 
the foreign nationals who come here find no difficulty at all in 
making the trip as the visa is promptly issued to them on the 
spot., added the writer. Perhaps the Jordanian government 
believes that facilitating the issuance of visas to these visitors is 
part of the policy of anracting tourists to Jordan, but in fact 
tourism is not progressing and it can only succeed once the 
essential services for the tourists have been made available, as 
the majority of people know, added the writer. He said that 
the government should deal with the foreign nationals on 
equal terms and should reciprocate their procedures concern- 
ing visits to their own countries by Jordanian citizens. He said 
that this demand is not aimed at creating problems for the 
visitors of Jordan, but rather to pressure the other govern- 
ments to treat Jordanians in the same manner it treats 
non-Jordanians coating to the Kingdom. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Rn'i daily commented on Arbor Day 
celebrations in January, noting that the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture was preparing for the day when tree planting is to take 
place. Nazih said that previously, the government used to 
announce a public holiday for the Arbor Day, enabling as 


Scandal unveils fraudulent arms 
procurement, funding Israeli intelligence 


writer said that the ministry is planning to plant 100,000 trees 
in the national park, to be named Al Hussein National Park, 
on 1,200 dunums of a land, adding that millions of other trees 
would be planted in other areas, according to the ministry's 
plans and the current preparations. But he asked what would 
happen to those trees it the ministry does not come up with the 
proper means to ensure their growth. 


By Jane Hunter 


SACRAMENTO CA. — The 
Rami Dotan scandal, a vast 
diversion of Israel's U.S. milit- 
ary aid which last summer 
seemed to have been brought 
under control, has reared up 
again. Now a second major 
U.S. military contractor. Pratt 
and Whitney, has acknowledge 
participating in fraudulent con- 
tracting schemes like those to 
which the General Electric 
Corporation (GE) pleaded 
guilty last year. And a con- 

S nan has disclosed that 
is blocking a U.S. inves- 
tigation of the aid diversion 
and trying to stop a plan to put 
military aid to Israel under 
direct Pentagon control. 

In testimony before the 
House Committee on oversight 
and investigations late Octo- 
ber. Richard C. Stiener, the 
director of special investiga- 
tions for the General Account- 
ing Office (GAO) recounted 
how. during the 1980s. Pratt 
and Whitney officials carried 
but a variety of fraudulent 
transactions with a group of 
Israelis under the direction of 
then air force procurement 
chief General Rami Dotan. 
Mr. Stiener made a srrong case 
for the GAO's conclusion that 
both the company and the 
Israeli government knowingly 
abetted the embezzlement of 
Israel's U.S. military aid. 

Rep. John Dingell, the 
Michigan Democrat who chairs 
the subcommittee, noted that 
Pratt and Whitney employed 
as a consultant the very man 
who laundered the U.5. aid 
funds diverted from contracts 
with G.E., Harold Katz. Mr. 
Katz is a dual U.S.-Israeli 
citizen whose official job is 
legal adviser to the Israeli De- 
fence Ministry. The actual 
meaning of that job first came 
into question in 1987. when it 
became known that Mr. Katz's 
Washington apartment was 
used by the Israeli embassy to 
photocopy U.S. intelligence 
documents stolen by Jonathan- 
Jay Pollard, now serving a life 
sentence for spying for Israel. 
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Rami Dotan for diverting 
funds from G.E. contracts, 
they briefly detained Mr. Katz. 
Mr. Dotan was stripped of his 
rank and given a 13-year sent- 
ence. 

Israel did not prosecute Mr. 
Katz, purportedly because he 
opted to become a government 
witness and identify the Swiss 
bank accounts through which 
he had laundered the diverted 
U.S. aid funds. But although it 
refunded $6.2m to the U.S.. 
Israel never provided 
Washington with a full account 
of Mr. Katz's money trail. 
And, as it had in the Pollard 
case. Israel refused to let U.S. 


officials interrogate Mr. Katz. 

Mr. Katz's prominence in 
two major scandals apparently 
did not faze Pratt and Whit- 
ney. which retained him as a 
consultant throughout the 
1980s and early 1990s. paying 
him a total of about $230,000; 
according to Mr. Dingell. 
"Even after Pratt and Whitney 
knew that Mr. Katz was a 
major player in the Dolan 
scandal.” ft kept paying Mr. 
Katz until 1992. Mr. Dingell 
noted in opening remarks at 
the subcommittee hearings. 

Between the mid-1980s and 
1990. Pratt and Whitney par- 
ticipated in kickbacks and con- 
tract over-pricing involving 
over $12m of Israel's U.S. aid. 
according to Mr. Stiener. In 
one scheme. Pratt and Whit- 
ney paid almost $6.5m to two 
companies linked to Mr. 
Dotan. although the firms. 
Yrretco and Air Tech, had 
only one employee between 
them and performed less than 
$600,000 worth of work filling 
orders for computer software. 

An intelligence link 

Benjamin Sonneschein, who 
"operated Yrretco and Air 
Tech, carried some of the ba- 
iance-in cash -to Europe, where 


il was deposited in accounts 
controlled by Mr. Katz. Mr. 
Dingell said. Sonnenschein. 
noted the congressman, was 
"an unemployed textile worker 
who later admitted he did not 
even know what software 
was”. Mr. Sonnenschein 
pleaded guilty last vear to cur- 
rency and tax violations and 
returned S2.8m to the U.S. 
government. Yrretco and Air 
Tech were created by Mr. Son- 
nenschein 's relative. Yoram 
Ingbir. whose engineering firm 
played a major role in the 
fraudulent Israeli contracts 
with General Electric. 

During the G.E. investiga- 
tion Rep. Dingell voiced suspi- 
cion that the embezzled funds 
were beine used to finance 
Israeli intelligence operations, 
a contention his staff repeated 
in interviews with Middle East 
International (MED. Although 
Israel portrayed Mr. Dotan as 
a corrupt rogue who used his 
position to extort bribes, an 
internal memo leaked during 
the Bush administration con- 
tended that official Israeli in- 
volvement could not be ruled 
out. 

The GAO believes rhat 
Israeli Defence Ministry offi- 
cials were "aware of and facili- 


tated the transactions” in the 
Pratt and Whitney, case. Mr. 
Stiener testified last month. A 
GAO report submitted to Mr. 
Dinecll quotes internal Pratt 
and” Whitney correspondence 
saying chat the company had 
•'specific direction from (the 
Israeli air force), to make no 
mention of Israeli air force 
Yrretco connections... for 
security reasons.” 

The 'GAO also reported that 
Pratt and Whitney was in- 
strumental in getting a job at 
Bet Shemeslf Engines, an 
Israeli company 40 per cent 
owned by Pratt and Whitney, 
for Nehemin Oron, an Israeli 
air force officer who worked 
under Mr. Dotan directing the 
Yrretco and Air Tech contracts 
until he retired. Mr. Oron con- 
tinued to handle the contracts 
in his new job at Bet Shemesh. 
according to the GAO. 

Testifying at the hearings. 
Robert F. "Daniel, the chair- 
man of Pratt and Whitney's 
parent company. United Tech- 
nologies Corporation . said that 
employees had not knowingly 
violated U.S. regulations. But 
a U.S. Justice Department 
official told the Associated 
Press anonymously that Pratt 
and Whitney was now under 


£25* 


I oust®* 


4 iui>ui> •>! 


IVI. KAHIL 


Is there more to John Major than 
homely greyness, Britons wonder? 


By Peter Bale 
Reuter 

LONDON — Three years 
after replacing the towering 
figure of Margaret Thatcher 
as prune minister. John Ma- 
jor remains an enigma to 
colleagues and Britain’s vo- 
ters. 

Ask what he stands for 
and few have a ready 
answer. 

His prime characteristic is" 
a homely greyness. A col- 
league once described -him 
as “melting into the fore- 
ground”. 

Like the man. his policies 
have yet to make a deep 
impression on a British 
psyche on which ' “Thatcher- 
ism” — her brand of groc- 
ery-store economics and 
self-reliance — left an inde- 
lible imprint over 11 years 
of her rule. 

“Majorism” has yet to 
emerge despite a few false 
starts. 

“I will put it in a single 
phrase: the power to choose 
— and rhe right to own,” he 
said of his beliefs three 
years ago. 

His call for a “back to 
basics” return to individual 
responsibility and fun- 
damental values has struck 
few chords and sits oddly 
with the prescription he 
offered when he took over 
on Nov. 2S, 1990, promising 
“a nation at ease with it- 
self. 

On - one-to-one basis 50- 
yt .r-old Major impresses 
with a direct gaze, patent 
honesty and an engaging 
manner. One biographer 


said she found the former 
finance minister sexy. 

In public, however, Mr. 
Major can come across as a 
real-life version of Chance 
the gardener played by Pe- 
ter fellers in the film "Being 
There", a simple man with a 
fondness for truisms who is 
catapulted into national 
politics. 

“As we dine in white tie 
off gold plate other Lon- 
doners do not,” Major told 
a gala dinner of London 
financiers this month. - 

But friends say there is 
more to Mr. Major than ; 
meets the eye. 

“You don’t get to be 
prime minister of this coun- 
try by being a cardboard 
cut-out You don’t win an 
election if you are a card- 
board cut-out. You don’t 
continue in office if you are 
a cardboard cut-out,” said 
one who has stood by Mr. 
Major during a dreadful 18 
months since the April 1992 
election. 

Thatcher, allies say, had 
run her course and could 
never have won the April 
1992 election as he did. 

“He has done what the 
Conservative Party wants 
its leaders to do — win 
elections,” one friend said. 

Mr. Major had a rotten 
introduction to the job. He 
inherited a recession, a row 
in his party over closer ties 
with the European Com- 
munity and a public ready 
to ditch the government 
over a hated local govern- 
ment levy known as the 
“poll tax”. 


His key economic policy 
collapsed in September 
1992 when the pound was 
forced out of the EC cur- 
rency grid. The year after 
the election brought crisis 
after crisis. He is now the 
least popular prime minister 
since opinion polls began.- 

Some say he has suc- 
ceeded in all the tasks 
assigned to him. He led ably 
and impressively through 
.the Gulf i war against Iraq, 
scrapped the poll tax, won 
the 1992 election against the 
odds aod signed Britain up 
to closer integration with 
Europe, 

But it has been hard for 
him to build credibility 
among hrs - colleagues, to 
develop an image of 
strength in dealing with a 
Conservative Party bitterly 
divided over the EC — 
threatening to undermine 
his 17-seat parliamentary 
majority. 

Friends say his nadir was 
a trip to Tokyo in Septem- 
ber in which he was re- 
ported as referring to 
cabinet colleagues as “bas- 
tards” and to opponents on 
his backbenches as 
“barmy.” 

But Mr. Major turned the 
tide, they add, with a rous- 
ing speech to the conserva- 
tives annual conference in 
Blackpool in October. The 
party finally realised it 
needed him. they say. 

“The longer he stays the 
more he will get a- reputa- 
tion as a survivor,” said one 
party adviser. 

His fortunes could 


change dramatically if hei 
succeeds in his efforts to 
bring peace to Northern 
Ireland, in the way Thatch- 
er won a huge popularity 
boost from the 19S2 war 
with Argentina over the 
Falkland Islands. 

--Major remains the only 
man who' can unifv the right 
and left wings of the con- 
servatives, his allies say. 
They see him riding econo- 
mic recovery to another 
election victory in 1996 or 
i997. 

■Allies deny Mr. Major 
has no ideas of his own. His 
beliefs are firmly- rooted, 
they say, in the lessons of 
his working class back- 
ground as the son of a for- 
mer Vaudeville performer 
who fell on hard times after 
his garden gnome business 
collapsed. 

“He is a conservative.” 
said one. “He is not some-, 
one who needs to go around 
inventing ideology.” 

Being a conservative has 
not been enough to win Mr. 
Major the admiration or 
even the acquiescence of his 
predecessor. 

Mr. Thatcher’s memoirs 
suggest she considered him 
weak intellectually and 
somehow second-rate. Re- 
calling how he had cavilled 
when she offered him the 
job of finance minister only 
three months after being 
appointed foreign secret- 
ary, she wrote: “I told him 
that we all have to accept 
second best occasionally. 
That applied to me just as 
much as to him.” 


investigation. However, the 
official said, the department 
has had difficulty speaking to 
Israeli officials. 

Israel stonewalls 

That is an understatement. 
Even though the grant for its 
$1.8 bn in annual U.S. military 
aid commits it to cooperating 
in investigations of fraud. 
Israel balked then negotiated 
for months before it agreed last 
June to allow U.S. officials to 
interview Mr. Dotan, Mr. Katz 
and Mr. Ingbir — through 
Israeli government minders. 
But, according to Rep. Ding- 
ell, when Justice Department 
investigators arrived in Israel, 
“they were unable to interview 
them’’. At the time, justice 
officials refused Middle East 
International request to pro- 
vide information about how 
the investigators fared in 
Israel. 

As a result of Israel's failure 
to cooperate. Mr. Dingell said, 
this year's gram agreement has 
not been signed. The 1992 
grant was signed later, in Octo- 
ber of that year, after Israel 
promised to "cooperate” with 
the corruption probe. 

Also discussed at October's 
hearings was the Pentagon's 
plan to abolish the practice of 
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allowing military aid reopienis** 
to buv U.S. -funded weapon*. I 
systems direct from U.S..,*i 
manufacturers. Announced ;*>* *- 

last June, the plan would have' 
required all the aid to he spent 
through the Defence Depart- 
ment's Foreign Military Sales 
programme starting on Jan, 1, 
ft was not juM the Mr. Dolan 
scandal that prompted the 
switch. Pentagon audits turned 
up irregularities in procure- 
ments ny several nations, 
among them Egypt. But the 
new rules would have fallen 
most heavflv on Israel, which 
does most of its arms buying 
through its purchasing mission 
in New York, an office with a 
historv of embroilment in illeg- 
al arms export scandals. 

— — - 

“The new rules 
would tore fallen 
most heavily on 
Israel, which does 
most of its arms 
buying through its 
pwrehasing mission 
in New York, an : 
office with a history ' 
of embroilment in 
illegal arms export 
scandals... The de- 
puty director of the 
Pentagon's foreign 
aid office* to id the 
subcommittee that 
the defence depart- 
ment had “ex- 4 
tended 9 the current 
programme until 
July J, 1994. By 
then the purchasing 
mission might be 
hard at work pro- 
curing the new 
weapons President 
Clinton promised 
Yitzhak Rabm .» 


. “Israel ^complained 
•vociferously and the Senate 
blocked the (Pentagon’s) ac- - 
tion.” recounted Rep. Dingell. 
Glenn A. Rudd, the deputy 
director of the Pentagon’s to re- - - 
ign aid office, told the subcoin- • 
mittee that the Defence De- 
partment had “extended the ■ 
current programme until July ■ 
1, 1994, while it "consults* 
with aid recipients. Congress 
and other government agen- 
cies. By then the purchasing 
mission might be hard at wort 
procuring the new weapons . 
President Clinton promised^ 
Yitzhak Rabinai the beginning • 
of November — Middie East • 
International. 


LETTERS 


Traffic problems 

To the Editor: 

As an expatriate. I wish to write about my experience in 
Jordan. I thought I would srart with something very visible in 
the streets of Amman. 6 7 

First of all, I must say that Amman is one of the cleanest 
ernes I have ever visited or lived in. Clean means loving to 
dnve around and enjoying the beautiful landscape of this 
mountainous city, even when you are driving to work early in 
the morning. Nice, isn't it? 1 

Well, this is when the adventure begins. And maybe mv 
mwsage will get somewhere and reach someone's attention.* 
1 (tree BfOUOS in Amman mnet ha f u j 


frr. m th.TaLT j . Hwmauy involve tutunc the car 

wEtl ^il n ?’ In . rhls case we automatically at fault. 
. 0 R , i» r *r a k s ,^ rvi ? e 0:115 h Who decided on their pick up 

stops. Beats me. But how do you justify these cars hWkina 
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do not seem to ,i. Jnce ' many drivers in Amman 

know* 1 whaTFan?^ and'vou^wli 
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Instead of "LStariun^fiw ' jj 111 ! with >*■ 

disfunctions head learns I Slgnal *'* h,s ,,r 

more crucial matters. * 1 recomnKniJ concentrating on 

Al Chazerian, 
Amman. . 
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Egypt 
cautious 
on Iran’s 
call for 
dialogue 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt reacted 
cautiously Tuesday to a call by 
Iranian President Hasbemi 
Rafcanjani for the two coun- 
tries, once dose friends but 
fierce rivals for more than a 
decade, to open a dialogue and 
improve relations. 

Although the two regional 
powers remain at odds, with 
Iran’s brand of Islamic fun- 
damentalism pitted against 

Egypt’s Western-oriented fore- 
ion nnilru Mr 


waves. 

Mr. Rafsanjani was speaking 
in an interview with prominent 
Egyptian journalist Moham- 
mad Heikal, broadcast on 


by a pro-Western view of the 
Middle East and a personal 
bond between the SnaJh and 
late Egyptian President Anwar 
Sadat. 

But the Islamic revolution in 
1979 changed all that. 

The Iranian m ullahs and the 
secular Egyptian leaders who 
made peace with Israel could 
not have been further apart. 
i Die gulf widened when 
Egypt took in the ousted Shah 
and refused to hand him over 
to Iranian revolutionary 
leaders. . . 

The Shah now lies buried m 
a 19th century Cairo mosque 
alongside members of Egypt's 
own former royal family- . 

Egypt backed Iraq against 
Iran during the 198GhS8 Gulf 
war. Iraq used Egyptian-made 
monitions and employed two 
million Egyptian workers while 
Cairo.did its best to keep Iran’s 
Islamic revolution hermetical- 
lay sealed- . 

The two sides still jockey for 
position in the Gud states, 
which . both consider part of 
their spheres of influence. 

But they reestablished low- 
level diplomatic missions this 
year and Iran pumps over half 
a million barrels of oil per day 
across Egypt through the 
Sumed pipeline. 


Security 

Council 

(GottfiwMd from page 1) 

The United Nations would lei 
the nroceeds be used to buy 


fooaJT medicine and supplies 
for. essential civilian needs. 


sales msd .the equitable dis- 
tribution of humanitarian sup- 
plies, inducting to rebel areas. 

"tram 'wtfaorities bear \ u» 
respoasbility for any suffering 
in Iraq/TMr, Clinton said. 


German priests lose touch 
with their shrinking flocks 


should have a dialogue. Of 
course there are also opposing 
views in Iran. But I continue to 
believe tbat we should have a 
dialogue with Egypt in the 
hope that we might oe able to 
correct the future course,” Mr. 
Rafsanjani said. 

Egyptian presidential 
spokesman Mohammad Abdul 
Moneim, commenting on the 
interview, said: “There are 
official channels for these 
things. We do not discuss these 
things in the media.” 

“ft is the same as it has been 
for years, nothing has 
changed,” he told Reuters 
Tuesday. 

For several months the usual 
media war between Cairo and 
Tehran has much abated. 

Earlier this year, Egypt and 
Iran were attacking each other 
almost daily with vitriol that 
often targeted their leaders 
personally. Egypt accused Iran 
of encouraging Muslim mili- 
tant violence in Egypt and the 
Arab World, and Iran accused 
Egypt of treachery to the Mus- 
lim cause and subservience to 
Washington. . 

But m recent months, Ira* 
man criticism of a wave or 
executions of Egyptian mili- 
tants has been conspicuous by 
its absence. The Tehran’s 
media have turned their atten- 
tion from militant struggle in 
countries like Egypt and 
Algeria to opposing the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) peace agreement. 

Egypt in turn has concen- 
trated on the militant connec- 
tion with Pakistan and Afgha- 
nistan, dropping Iran and 
Sudan from tne list of named 
culprits. 

President Hosni Mubarak 
explained in Cairo newspapers 
on Tuesday that militants plan- 
ning operations like last week’s 
attempt to assassinate Prime 
Minister Atef Sedld came from 
Afghanistan via Yemen, bring- 
ing money with them from 
abroad. 

In the time of the late Shah 
of Iran in the 1970s, Egypt and 
Iran were close allies, bound 


By Michael Christie 
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COLOGNE. Gcrinanv — It 
took «KI years to build Col- 
ogne's magnificent Gothic, 
cathedral. 

But at the current rate at 
which the faithful are defect- 
ing. every pew in the surround- 
ing Catholic diocese could be 
empty in a century. 

Germany’s main churches. 
Catholic and Protestant, saw 
record numbers of people turn- 
ing their bucks on them last 
year — lVO.UOO Catholics and 
about 2-HUXN) Protestants. 

"This is not just a church 
crisis. This is a religious crisis." 
warned Bishop Karl Lehmann, 
head of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference af rheir recent con- 
gress in Fulda. 

Unlike in other countries, 
where falling church attend- 
ance may be the only guide to a 
congregations strength. Ger- 
man bishops know how manv 
are leaving because their chur- 
ches are funded through a spe- 
cial tax levied on ai! believers. 

To get out of paying the tax. 
Germans must formally re- 
nounce their membership and 
ger a certificate from their 
church to present to the tax 
authorities. 

With the economy stuck in 
neutral and wages eroded by 
four per cent annual inflation, 
many churchgoers are thinking 
twice about paying the hefty 10 
per cent the lew adds to" tax 
bills. 

Last year. Cologne. 
Europe’s wealthiest Catholic 
diocese and the worst-hit in 
Germany, saw its congregation 
shrink by 24.604. or just over 
one per cent. 

The diocese takes in most of 
Germany's industrial heartland 
and is particularly vulnerable 
to economic chills, said Father 
Heiner Koch, head of its coun- 
selling service. 

He blamed many defections 
on a temporary 7.5 per cent 
•solidarity tax introduced by 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's gov- 
ernment in 1991 to help pay for 
the soaring costs of German 
unification. 

A recent study comm is- 

Israel, PLO 

(Continued from page 1) 

Yunis. Another photographer 
was roughed up by soldiers and 
detained briefly. 

Patrick Baz. chief photo- 
grapher of Agence France 


Press, was pushed and roughed 
up by soldiers at Jabalya re- 
fugee camp. 

“Journalists in Gaza today 
were not caught in crossfire 
covering the events but be- 
came clear targets of Israeli 
soldiers,” the foreign press 
association in Israel wrote in a 
press release issued Tuesday. 

Some of the heaviest clashes 
broke out at Khan Yunis 
where Ahmad Abu Rish, a 
Fateh Hawk, was gunned 
down on Sunday a week after 
he was amnestied by Israel. 

His death, the 26th Palesti- 
nian killed by Israeli bullets 
since the autonomy accord, led 
the Hawks to resume the 
armed struggle in defiance of 
Mr. Arafat ceasefire orders 
and sparked the fresh violence. 

Mr. Abu Zaydah denied any 
split between "Fateh’s political 
and military wings saying if a 
new ceasefire order came from 
PLO headquarters in Tunis it 
would be obeyed. 

Colonel S, a deputy com- 
mander in Gaza Strip, also 
called for calm and admitted 
for the first time the army did 
not intend to kill Abu Rish. 

“We want to tell Fateh and 
the population that we have 
not Declared war on them. We 
are only fighting terrorists who 
want to sabotage the peace 
process. 


sioned by .the Bishops Confer- 
ence found most Catholic de- 
fectors were deeply unhappy 
with the tenets and behaviour 
of the church. 

"Church tax is certainly one 
of the main reasons why peo- 
ple are leaving the church." 
said Father Wilhelm Passuvan- 
ti. a priest at Bonn's Catholic 
Cathedral. 

"But if you look deeper, it 
becomes obvious that many 
people can simply no longer 
come to terms with God." 

The study hy the Allensbach 
Institute found that S3 per cent 
of those who left the church 
disagreed with the Pope's ban 
on contraception and 63 per 
cent disliked his stand on di- 
vorce. More than half said 
there were too many hypoc- 
rites in the church. 

In many cases, church tax 
was simply the straw that 
broke the camel's buck. Only 
20 per cent knew how much 
they paid. 

"Whatever church lax was 
given as a reason for leaving 
the congregation.it was rarely 
in isolation and more often 
accompanied by harsh criticism 
of the church." wrote the insti- 
tute's Renute Koecher in the 
Rheinischer Merkur newspap- 
er. 

"It is not just the money — I 
can afford thur and after ail. we 
really do live in the lap of 
luxury." said one of the people 
polled by the institute. 

"The question for me is. do I 
really want to support this in- 
stitution with mv money and 
when I see this pomp and 
snobhery l become more and 
more convinced that I don't." 

Protestants always had fewer 
scruples ahout quitting than 
Catholics, who usually have 
closer ties to their church, said 
Father Peter Kollmur of the 
German Protestant Church. 

"But both churches are 
obviously suffering from the 
increasing secularisation of 
society." he added. 

More worryingly for church 
leaders, the Allensbach study 
found the pews packed with 
doubters thinking about or 
even preparing to leave — at 
least- 23 percent of Catholics 


were considering the move. 31 
per cent of Protestants. 

“Whereas previous periods 
of church defections have been 
followed by a few years of 
consolidation, there seems no 
end in sight to the current 
wave." the institute said. 

Breaking the wave will be no 
easy task." said Father Pnssa- 
vanti. "We only find out that 
people are thinking about leav- 
ing after they've left." he com- 
palined. "I don't know why. 
but people seem to find it 
difficult to talk to us.” 

Andreas Feige. one of Ger- 
many's leading experts in the 
sociology of religion, said the 
issue was not loss of faith, hut 
the decreasing importance of. 
institutions in a society which 
promotes individualism. 

"ft is not astonishing that 
more and more people are 
leaving. It is astonishing that so 
many remain memheni." said 
Mr. Feige. a professor at the 
Technical University of 
Braunschweig. 

Mr. Feige's argument finds 
an echo even among the faith- 
ful. 

"1 would never leave the 
church because my faith is so 
firmly anchored.' said teacher 
Helena Hammelrath. a Catho- 
lic mother of four. But she can 
understand why some do. 

"If you look dosely at the 
church, you see it's an orga- 
nisation just like a stale or a 
political party with people who 
.want power and who will do 
anything to cling to it ...The 
church has in reality little to do 
with absolutes." 

Bishop Lehmann argues that 
the church must change radi- 
cally if ir is to survive and 
spread the Christian message. 

That does not. however, 
mean changing the theological 
fundamentals. "If you plant a 
seed, you can't fumble around 
with it constantly, digging it 
up. moving it around. You 
have to wait for it to grow." 
said Father Passavunti. 

Mr. Koch agreed: "Sure, we 
have to ask ourselves where 
can we adapt to modem socie- 
ty. but there will always be 
some aspects we will not’ want 
to adapt to." he said. 


Autonomy talks make 
progress on detainees 
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perhaps a Palestinian currency. 

The governor of Israel's cen- 
tral bank has said the printing 
of Palestinian money would 
not be a good idea at this stage 
in the development of tfie 
occupied territories. 

Mr. Rabin emphasised he 
would in no event agree to 
uproot any Jewish settlement 
during the self-rule period, if 
settlers themselves picked up 
and left. Israel would still 
maintain troops at the site. 
Yediorh said. 

Mr. Arafat told the Tunis 
meeting that he had also in- 
sisted on the release of - all 
Palestinian prisoners and de- 
manded control over the cros- 
sing points. 

ff the Palestinians did not 
control the crossing points, 
they could come under interna- 
tional control. Mr. Arafat 


official. 

Mr. Rabin told his French 
counterpart Edouard Balladur 
that his country was deter- 
mined to move the peace pro- 
cess forward despite a flare-up 
of violence in the Gaza Strip, a 
French government spokes- 
man saidT 

Spokesman Bernard Bri- 
gouleix said Mr. Rabin had 
stressed that his government 
"would not let itself be dis- 
couraged by any provocation 
or stalemate." 

The French government 
spokesman said Mr. Rabin also 
welcomed the "size of French 
and European economic pro- 
jects" planned for the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho ■ 

After his talks with Mr. Bal- 
ladur. Mr. Rabin called on 
President Francois Mitterrand 
at the Elysee Palace before 
leaving on a tour of European 
capitals. 


CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church and 
The Scandinavian Ladies of Amman, 

Will have a Christmas Bazaar on Friday, Dec. 
3, 1993, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Church 
Hail of the Evangelical Lutheran Good 
Shepherd's Church in Urn Issumaq opposite 
the Municipality Building. 

Welcome 


NEEDED 

Salary determined by the qualifications of the applicant 

1- OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR 

a- BA degree required favorably in Business Management 
b- Shorthand skills required, 
c- Fast experience not a priority, 
d- Further skills looked into favorably. 

2- SECRETARY 

a- College degree required, 
b- Advanced typing skills, 
c- Eng lish / Arabic. 

3- CIVIL ENGINEER 

a- Masters degree, 
b- English language required, 
c- Minimal experience required. 

Interested applicants please submit CV photograph at address. 

IMCE - ASTRA BUILDING - 3RD FLOOR - ZAHRAN ST, - 1 ST CIRCLE - TEL. 
644996 - FAX. 628325 * AMMAN. 


Six countries to get 
global warming data stations 


By W ndy Lubetkin 


GENEVA — The establish- 
ment of six new stations to 
collect data on global warming 
and ozone depletion should 
help scientists fill in major »aps 
in their understanding of now 
the world's climate system 
works. 

The United States and other 
developed countries have 
agreed to provide experts to 
assist in setting up the stations, 
which will be funded by a 
S4.8-miIIion grant from "the 
Global Environment Facility 
and managed by the World 
Meteorological Organisation 
(WMO), the U.N. agency’ spe- 
cialising in earth's atmosphere 
and climate, according to a 
WMO press release. 

Located in isolated areas of 
Algeria. Argentina. Brazil. In- 
donesia. Kenya and China, 
each Global Atmosphere 
Watch (G AW) station will car- 
ry out a wide range of 
measurements of concentra- 
tions of greenhouse gases in 
the atmosphere. The new sta- 
tions will function as part of a 
worldwide network of WMO 
stations monitoring the chang- 
ing composition of the atmos- 
phere and acquiring baseline 
data related to global wanning 


and ozone depletion. 

Their contribution should 
double the amount of data 
available from remote areas of 
the atmosphere, according to 
Bernard G. Mendonca. a sci- 
entist with the U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA). who 
is working with WMO to estab- 
lish the new baseline stations. 

Setting up the new stations, 
the WMO press release points 
out. has taken on added signifi- 
cance given the record low 
ozone levels recorded over 
Antarctica in October. One of 
the stations, to be located at 
Ushuaia in the southern tip of 
Argentina, will be positioned 
under the outer edge of the 
present ozone hole. Mr. Men- 
donca explained in an interview. 

Because the stations will col- 
lect "baseline" data, each will 
be located in a remote area 
removed from local impacts of 
industry and human activity. In 
the past there has been a 
dearth of such information 
from the developing world. 

"The sites have been chosen 
to give insightful information 
to help us determine where the 
major sources of pollutants 
and naturally occurring green- 


house gases are." Mr. Men- 
donca said, adding that the 
stations would play an equally 
important role in identifying 
"sinks" — forests or oceans 
that remove greenhouse gases 
from the atmosphere. 

Mr. Mendonca pointed out 
that each of the GAW stations 
wilj be located in a region from 
which no baseline information 
is currently available. The new 
data, he said, will contribute 
significantly to scientific under- 
standing of the troposphere — 
the layer of atmosphere that 
extends outward N ro J I 
kilometres from earth's sur- 
face. 

"When a carbon monoxide 
or methane molecule enters 
the atmosphere it enters the 
troposphere, where these 
molecules undergo chemical 
transformations.'' he ex- 
plained. "In vast areas of the 
world we don't understand this 
chemistry and hopefully these 
stations will give us a" better 
idea of how it works far from 
the areas where pollutants en- 
ter the atmosphere." 

The project will provide 
sophisticated measuring equip- 
ment ro the host countries, and 
train those who are to operate 


it. the WMO said. The host 

countries will be responsible 

for providing the buildings, uti- 
lities. personnel and operating, 
costs to ensure thar tne data 
collection continues in the 
years to come. Developed 
countries — including the Un- 
iled States. Canada. Spam. 
France and Germany — have 
agreed to provide experts to 
assist in setting up the stations. 

Mr. Mendonca. who is direc- 
tor of ohservatorv operations 
at NOAAs Climate Monitor- 
ing and Diagnostics Labora- 
tory in Boulder. Colorado, 
noted that his laboratory is 
already hosting a Chinese sci- 
entist.’ The visiting scientist is 
designing, building and calib- 
rating a C02 measuring system 
That will go into operation at 
China's new mount aintop sta- 
tion next year. Once in opera- 
tion. that" station will share 
information on C02 with 
others in the GAW global net- 
work. 

The expansion of the GAW 
network. Mr. Mendonca said, 
will help scientists gain a 
"global perspective" on cli- 
mate data — United States 
Information Aeencv. 
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Announce the arrival of dinner and tea sets 
60 P c s ./ 12 Persons far 66 JD 


For Men 


AT 



Amra Shopping Center Tel. 823678 
Collection also includes shoes.betls & Ties. 






Jabal Amman - 2nd Circle Tel.: 641816 - 642397 
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“The Romanian National Day ” 

Arab Pioneers 
International Co . 

Wishing 

his excellency the president, 
government, and the people 

of Romania 

more progress and prosperity 
on the occasion of 
the 75th anniversary 

tq of the great union of Romania, a 

S§ 
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World Bank backs private lending efforts to world’s poorest 


WASHINGTON (AP) - Tlie 
world’s biggest lender, the 
$yprld Bank, wants to help 
./,pe of the world'? poorest 
rifpple borrow as Irte as S50 
"•icce — enough to buy a cow 
chickens and stave off 

sc idea is to dim money 
-P-, r jan direct 1 * i.elp “the 

&«- of the pc*;.!.” Such 
’.i rre are seen as more 
vn> • ■ • t'*y back the cash than 
’ : c: the governments that 
j<£ fat U.S. loans, 
sip * people in Africa, Sourh 
ifo- and elsewhere won’t be 
no at World Bank offices 
‘..oct loans. But the bank 
rj., *2 a $2 million donation 
• . programme spon- 
^jicC ic tirameen Bank of 


Bangladesh that it hopes will 
spread throughout the de- 
veloping world. 

It is the first time the bank 
has contributed to such private 
lending efforts and its tacit 
recognition that some of its 
lending programmes have 
failed to help the world’s 
poorest people. 

The announcement was 
made by bank President Lewis 
Preston at a conference on 
world hunger that opened 
Tuesday. 

“Hunger and malnutrition 
are the most devastating prob- 
lems facing the world’s poor," 
Mr. Preston said before the 
conference. . 

The bank is determined to 
work forcefully with others to 


fcelj these people." 


ie said bad government 
policies, rather than war, civil 
unrest or drought are the main 
causes of world hunger. 


The goal is to cut that to 15 per 
cent by 2015. . 


For the year that began i 
June, the bank will lend $4., 


The World Bank's charter 
Jlows it to lend only to gov- 
ernments. but bank officials 
Laid they are exploring new 
ways to aid small-scale lending 
programmes, including direct 
donations to non-government 
entities. 


The bank's support for small 
loans to individuals is part of a 
new effort to cut world hunger 
in half — a goal bank officials 
now believe can be achieved in 
a generation. Currently, about 
30 per cent of the world's 
people are poor and hungry. 


The bank hopes to attract 
other big-money donors- to 
lending programmes spon- 
sored by such private entities 
as the Grameen Bank and the 
Badan Kredit Kecamatan of 
Indonesia. It's also courting 
international groups, such as 
the United Nations' Interna- 
tional Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD), and the 
Freedom from Hunger Cam- 
paign 


billion for policy reform, $1.6 
billion for education and $1.5 
billion for population, health 
and nutrition. 

The principle of the gras- 
sroots loans is simple*. Instead, 
of giving a food package, the 
programmes lend a starving 
famil y enough money for a 
cow, chickens or a bolt of cloth 
to produce income for food. 


Mr. Serageldin said. “Just as in 
the last centuiy people said 
that slavery was unconscion- 
able, I t hink in the world t f 
plenty that we live in tod.:,, 
we should all be striving 
remove that degradation to fri 


man dignity, the silent hunger 
that is' everywhere in the 

,1J « 


ie new effort will not re- 
duce the bank's commitment 
to massive lending for reforms 
in developing countries, said 
Ismail Serageldin, bank vice 
president for economically sus- " 
tamable development 


It’s a principle that already 
has worked sue 


world.’ 

The bank’s new effort was 
endorsed by Fawzi AJ Sultan, 
IFAD president who is partici- 
pating in the conference. 


successfully in 

several countries, with up to 97 

K r cent of borrowers paying 
ck tbeir loans, Mr. 
Serageldin said in an interview. 

“I would like to see us be- 
come the new abclitionists," 


ie poor 
With $50 to $100, you can 
triple a family's income, and 
that increases the family's nut- , 
ritiond intake," Mr. A1 Sultan 
said. “It changes the social 
structure.’’ 


3 unemployment 
rate Uimbs to 2.7% 


r’j 

b.i 






>KYO f AFP) — In another 


£*n of japan's worsening eco- 


jphiic slump, the government 


J/ n ‘ ! Tuesday that the unem- 
£•■»} ment rate rose again to hit 
ner cent in October, the 


q-, si point For nearly six 
. aI.i-'c the job market 


y,- iuod to shrink. 

* ) he seasonally-adjusted job- 

rate ruse by 0.1 of a per- 
'Vitage point from the figure a 
jVjnih earlier, following a (1.1- 
? *■:* -•■e in September, after 
"»>- j it 2.5 per cent for four 
t.'iiths. the Management and 
‘ ’ Tdination Agency said. 

a. in the nighest level since 
j.' ’ .'rto. Mic- die jub- 

'l j.iie stood at 2.7 jer cent. 

* . -jgh it was still I> wer than 

r '‘ '. .ment rates in other 

vdustrialised countries, 
ge.icy stud. 

m .i separate report released 
lay bv the Japanese 
■■*»r ministry, the ratio of 
ggiyi' ■ "ion 1 offers to job seek- 
fell for the ninth consecu- 
, • T.onth to 11.67. or 67 open- 
tor eve y HR) job seekers. 

• ;wn from 0.6V in September. 

! I he figure was the lowest 
rrc J use 19X7. when .he ratio 


the end of last month, covering 
about 1.00(1 companies. 

The number of companies 
feeling an extreme burden 
from surplus workers 
accounted for 7.5 per cent, up 
from five per cent in the pre- 
vious survey in August, while 
those feeling modest strains 
also rose to 42.6 per cent from 

tS 1 rw»r rpnt sfmrriino Tn thf* 


: ?ii at 0 , 66 . follr . mg a rapid 
iprcciation o f *ne ven 


ror-ceme ’ about further de- 
'ioratio . of the labour situa- 
:i. cabinet ministers held a 


! *-ial meeting Tuesday where 
?d Ava 


f-y examined Avays to main- 
yi employment. . . 
Labour Minister Chikara 

4- told the meeting 

•Ntr j- .. piling 
i..genc. measures, such as 
_:iher support for corpora- 
■»hs to maintain jobs and for 


•inali- 
’0 •- 


... .1 . uk .11 Ml 

s ntr the creation of more 
ovment at regional level. 

p* 

tf 

t 
5 
P 

I ; 

{jin-J thai Jj. inese companies 
pre ii.creu.Ni ugly pessimistic 
Jjiut the prospect for recov- 

t and that it ire than half of 
m were burdened by redun- 
:dhf workers. 

Tlie survev was conducted at 


3S.2 per cent, according to the 
survey. 

Meanwhile, the ministry said 
Tuesday it would make 10 
more industries eligible for em- 
ployment-adjustment subsidies 
to help companies maintain 
jobs. 

The number of industries 
eligible for subsidies now 
stands at 2J2, the highest fi- 
gure in the current economic 
slump. 

The October jobless rate re- 
flected a 21.4 per cent year-on- 
year jump in the number of 
unemployed, to 1.76 million., 
compared with .• U.l per cent, 
increase in the number of em- 
ployed. to 65.01 million, the 
agency said. 

The” ratio of job offers to job 
seekers has fallen below one 
since October 1992. after peak- 
ing at 1.46 in March 1991. 

Job openings fell from a year 
earlier in almost all industries 
in October, led by the manu- 
facturing sector, where job 
offers plunged 33.4 per cent. 

Wholesalers, retailers, res- 
taurants, services, transpora- 
don and “communications also, 
'marked a double-digit decline 
in openings. 

Prime Minister Moriluro 
Hosokawa said Tuesday that 
he would make efforts to cut 
income taxes in order to boost 
Japan's stagnant economy. 

"1 will deal with income lax 
reduction in reforming the tax 
svstem.*’ the prime minister 
n;irl : ament. adding that 
.on» o.’iiy was man ”mi 
p led ic lab lea nil very serious 
condition. 

Fhe prime minister said he 

■Mied io overhaul the fivjl 
- :.m next January but did 
not specify the size of an ex- 
pected income tax cut. 

The tax commission, an 
advisory panel to Mr. Hosoka- 
wa. submitted a report to the 
prime minister recently, prop- 
osing an income tax cut for 
boosting consumer spending 
and economic activities. 


China set to become major 
new market for Arab oil 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — China 
is expected to become a net oil 


importer in the next few years 


output is projected to reach 
three million b/d by 1995 and 


ana Arab states will be the 
main beneficiaries, an official 
Arab report'll as said. 

China’s demand for oil 
would rise to three million 


barrels per day (b/d) by 1995 
“lion Vd b y 


and around 3.7 million 
2000 due to rapid economic 
growth, said the report pub- 
lished by the Cairo-based 
Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries’ 
(OAPEC). 

Arab countries in the Middle 
East would be “the main 
source of crude supplies for 
China,” it said. 

China currently produces 
around 2.8 million . /d, and its 


3.1 million b/d by 2000. 

China, with estimated crude 
reserves of 24 billion barrels, 
already plans to import 60,000 
b/d from Saudi Arabia under 
an agreement signed in July 
during a visit to Riyadh by 
Chinese Vice Premier Li 
Lanqing. 


increase in world demand. 

Around 2.8 million b/d of 
Arab crude are exported to 
japan, four million b/d to the 
European Community, two 
million b/d to the United States 
and the rest to other countries, 
mainly in Asia. 

Gulf Arab states alone pro- 


e pre 

duce around 13 millio n b/d. 


Around 20,000 b/d will also 
be supplied by the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), 
already a major fertilizer ex- 
porter to Beijing. 

Arab states produce more 
than 16 million b/d of oil but 
some of them,* mainly -in the 
Gulf, have embarked on major 
projects to expand output 
capacity to meet a projected 


According to the 10-nation 
C, Arab 


OAPEC, Arab proven crude 
reserve stood at 628.4 billion 
barrels at the end of 1992. 
accounting for 61.8 per cent of 
the total world oil reserves of 
1,016 billion barrels. 

Since 1991 Qatar's reserves' 
have fallen to 3.73 billion bar- 
rels from 4.5 billion, and 
Kuwait’s to 96.5 billion barrels 
from 97 billion. 


French jobless rate hits 1 2 % 

the end of October, up 11.9 
per cent in a year and 2.1 per 


PARIS (AFP) — French un-' 
employment rose by 1.2 per 
cent in October to a total of 
3,282,500 at the end of the 
month, according to seasonally 
adjusted figures released Tues- 
day by the French labour 
ministry. 

The unemployment rate rose 
to 12 per cent of the work- 
force. the ministry said. 

In, terms «if figures notsor- 
reoted. for- seasonal variations?, 
unemployment hit 3.368.300 at 


The ministry said there had 
been another rise in the num-' 


ber of long-term unemployed 
(more than a year), ’to 


1,055.000 at the end of Octo- 
ber. up 3.2 per cent in a 
month. 

In another development. 
Scraete. Generate Bank's ci- 


nomic reports department v i : 
Tuesday that the measut.s 


planned by the government to 
combat joblessness will have 
no impact in tbe immediate 
future, and “will not prevent 
another marked increase in un- 
employment in 1994.” _ 

It said that economic 
"growth of less than one per 
cent in 1994" (in real terms) 
would make it necessary to 
seek additional solutions' to 
the employment problem, 
“focusing on cost of laboatand 
work-sharing." 


Russia seeks 
to boost 
exports 
to Arab 
Gulf states 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Rus- 
sia aims to boost exports to 
Arab Gulf state* as part of 
efforts to tackle its economic 
crisis, Russian Deputy Prime 
Minister Alexander Shokhin 
said in an interview published 
■here Tuesday. 


Mr. Shokhin said he discus- 
sed • trade and investment 
cooperation with the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) during' 
his three-day visit. 

“Russia intends to bolster 
links with Gulf Cooperation 
Council (oCC) states as we 
believe the main weight in 
Arab politics has moved to 
economic cooperation with the 
CCC," he told the official 
UAE news agency WAM. 
“We think our current policy 
of boosting exports to foreign 
markets will enable Russia, to 
find a way out of its economic, 
.problems." 


GCC states — Bahrain. 
Oman, Kuwait, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE — make 
up the largest consumer mar- 
ket in the region, with imports 
of more than $50 billion a year, 
nearly half the total Arab im- 
ports. 


Indonesia warned state funds being wasted 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia, 
one of the world’* bor- 
i owe i.i. is -a.u\ - 0 . i-wT cent 
of its development budget and 
may lose more to expensive 
j.— «;f!ge nro»iv*f* ••'’linr eco- 


agou.y and h ..-.wspapers 

quoted them as ’cl ling an eco- 
im r ' 1 * ■H»* *niii:i- 


nk.'IK , 4 iw , a ir>. ..ie 

budgets and tying ibe econ. my 
to foreign aid. 

“If waste and corruption is 
soon tackled, we basicall*' no 
longer need foreign aid .” 1 *ad- 
ing Indonesian econu. ist 
Sumitro Joyohadikusumo was 
quoted by the Kompas daily as 


saying. 

In October, Japan, Indone- 
sia's largest donor nation, for- 
mally signed a soft loan agree- 
ment worth $13 billion as part 
of $5.1 billion World Bank- 
i mated aid package fur 
t. vorld * fourth mu>t popu- 
lous nation. 

Despite a foreign deb! of 
more than S7ft bill;- in — a t 
a>t $50 billi-"i ■>! j-umIk -- 
Indonesia's loon servicing re- 
cord makes it a popular bor- 
rower from Western nations 
and banks. 

But economists attending 
the conference called for 
prudency in repaying debts and 
seeking new ones, arguing that 
in the next long-term develop- 


ment plan beginning next year 
Indonesia must chon- the 
areas where the funds arc iu be 
spent more carefully. 

Antara quoted Johannes' 
Sumarlin. former f i • •• 
i i and head o! i 
ski > economists associate >n, a* 
saying the government had to 
avoid financing projects that , 
were feasible onlv if ihev 
needed privilege* like \U'Hce- 
tion and subsidies. 

His remarks appeared to be 
a swipe at Research and Tech- 
nology Minister Jusuf Habibie, 
whose preoccupation with 
high-tech aviation and shipping 
projects have drawn criticism 
at home and abroad. 

Mr. Sumitro, also a former 


finance minister, told the 
meeting around 36 per cent of 
state rands were missing. It 
was not possible to contact him 
to confirm the figure. 


He said m 

were due in i,. i* ..j» in- 
cluded siphoning oft <:-f lunds 
while they were bring dis- 
bursed, wu-nTi- • ’-nance 
■lid -c. 

Iiail.ui) a , ,i. 


A senior foreign banker said 
in October that Indonesia's 


foreign debt was likely to grow' 
by up to $5.5 billion this year 
because of the sharp apprecia- 
tion of the yen, in which much 
of its borrowings are denomin- 
ated. 





IT'S THE BIG ONE 
TONIGHT/ PLO.MXPRE 
VERY WELCOME TO 
COME ALONG 
AND WATCH “ 




THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HARRiS 5-9 



“Remember, dear, I have to share 
myself with hundreds of TV actors who 
7 also want my attention!” 


.vf l NETTED 

T.i tNT 'NW-l/ori, 
-pas i entJ 

.--C MPftfius.' 
-.1 YOU 
p -4 ifoME 
..SpRT.JEFF' 


you ' re single, 

OF COURSE-' MOW, 
WHAT WAS VouR 
_ TOTAL INCOME 
tVFOR I9V5? 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| $ ISyH*orI Airraid and Mika ArgMon 


unscramble these four Jumbles, 
onalenorio each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


CAROK 

u 





* **-11 — *- > | 



ENDUC 



□ 

?’ \ 


DEAMOP 





POOSUR 


U 

□ 


f~ ^ 
— ^ 



WHAT THE REPORTER: 
SOT AT THE ICE 
CREAM PARLOR. 


Now arrange the circled loners to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tbe above cartoon. 


Print answer hen: A ^ ^ ^ 


, , (Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's OPIUM MISERY STRONG 

Answer. Whai the coastal kino proclaimed 10 his 
subjects - SERFS, UP* 
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Clarke predicts 2.5% 
increase in British 


output in 1994 


LONDON (AFP) — Chancel- 
Exchequer Kenneth 


lor of the 
Clarke predicted' on Tuesday 
that Britain’s economic output 
would grow by 2.5 per cent in 
1994 in real terms after rising 
by 1.75 per cent in 1993. 

Mr. Clarke, presenting the 
1994/95 budget speech to the 
House of Commons, revised 


up the prediction made in 
March by bis predecessor, 
Norman Lamom, who said 


The chancellor said he was 
determined to “take no risks 
with inflation” and said that 
iow inflation must remain a 
permanent feature of the Brit- 
ish economic landscape. 

Mr. Clarke predicted that 
Britain's underlying rate of in- 
flation would stay between one 
and four per cent in 1994, the 
target set by the government at 
the start or the year. 

He said that he expected the 


that output would rise 1.25 per 
cnet this year. 

Analysts in London pre- 
dicted that GDP would grow 
by l.S per cent in 1993 and by 
2.75 per cent in 1994. 

According to the latest offi- 
cial figures, Britain's output, 
measures as gross domestic 
product (GDP), grew byu 1.9 
per cent in the year to the end 
of September 1993. 

Tbe government's main 
priority is to “sustain the eco- 
nomic recovery now under way 
and to create the right climate 
for growth *and jobs,” Mr. 
Clarke said. 


budget deficit to fall from just 


under 50 billion pounds ($75 
billion) this financial year to 38 
billion pounds in 199495, cut- , 
ting the earlier estimate of the 
1994/95 deficit of 44 billion 
pounds. 

Mr. Clarke predicted that 
the deficit would fall by seven 
billion pounds in 1995/96 and 
by 10.5 billion pounds in 1996 / 
97. 

The chancellor said that the 
total salary bill for the public 
sector would be frozen in 1994/ 
95 and said be hoped to elimin- 


ate the budget deficit by the 
end of the decade. 


Education ministry spills 
budget beans 


LONDON (R) — Britain's 
Education Ministry blundered 
on Tuesday when it inadver- 
tently issued details of Chan- 


its presentation. 


Red-faced officials quickly 
it. which 


cellor of the Exchequer Ken- 
deet he 


neth Clarke's budget hours be- 
fore he spoke. 

The ministry delivered a 
statement to parliament’s press 
gallery several hours before 
nie finance minister was due to 
begin his big speech, which is 
kept closely under wraps until 


withdrew the statement, 
crowed about a big rise in 
education spending next year, 
and Prune Minister John Ma- 
jor's office said it would in- 
vestigate. 

In the statement, Education 
Secretary john Patten said the 
planned 6.8 per cent spending 
rise showed the government 
was committed to education. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 1, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This first day of December 
shares only one aspect, the Moon 
trine Jupiter which gets us off to 
a good start allowing you to view 
your congenial associates from a 

new stance, reconsidering their 

various talents and aptitudes. ' 


ARIES: (March 21 o April 19) 
Get out in the worid of activity 
early and tiy and find out just 
how you can best advance your 
credit and career conditions so 
your prestige soars. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
need to wide awake to 


Now you 
find new ways to impliment the 
vocational ar'i'-ific* *»• which 
•u get hi. -.,is. 

secure structure . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Look for better ways to handle 
hiiMfii- - >r* 


amusements that interest you 
that you can enjoy them without 
the usual interruptions, delays. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Take a good look around 
your*fc2>me now far you' can see - 
t hi ngs to be done that usually 
escape vour attention and you 
can • c. .ily towards correct- 
ing mem. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to' 
November 21) Make a methodic- 
al plan for carrying through with 
;he venous duiK that you have 
in tbe outside worid and make 
days more productive of good 
restits. 

• ri'rrinijn. . er 22 


. .. i .iju ii- cut ini>« the 
m tty-gritty of adding u» your 
present abundance and to wnrk 
•i a wi-fn fi* •'fiend tn ■ 


, .much it ii. *' 
kiu. gifig jiime formulas or hook- 


keepmg systems to which you 
have been committed. 


\ . A.V I I rfV IX -.1.-. 
January 2U) You are a well orga- 
nised person and you like to have 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think about the various 
amterial concerns existing be- 
tween you and outride associates 
and do what you can to come to 
agreement over them. 

LEO: (July 22 ro August 21) A 
greater day to forget your broad 
ideas and to reduce whatever 
activities face you to a well orga- 
nised plan or action and you 
make big headway. 



AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
‘ ik about 


February 19) Think anout per- 
sons who understand your mun- 
dane objectives, see and be with 
them and get their ideas how you 
can make them work better. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Now you see how you can 
so arrange the recr cations and 


PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Don’t go off on a wishful 
thinking spree but get down to 
tbe brass tacks of any situation 
and vou can bring your personal 
longings closer to you. 


THE Daily Crossword ^h.cm 


ACROSS 
1 Acting org. 

5 Figure experts 
9 Task 

14 Romanian 
dance 

15 Perimeters 

16 Vietnamese Qty 

17 Catches up wiin 
iflCay m Ohio 

20 ForcaatXe 
seuure of 
power 

21 Pomps 

22 — tfcem 

23 Yeats, tor one 

24 RBl and ERA 
28 Cuff 

30 Musical work 

34 Decks m finery 

36 Nowwortfiy time 
period 

37 Sfiade of a enter 

38 Mope 

39 BasketbaH 
player 

41 Handle 

42 Gen" Robert — 
*3 Turkish VIP 

4 4 Wine sampler 

46 Out ot — 
(incompatible) 

47 Become merged 
49Useagteeianui*n 
50 Brewing need 
62 Cheering word 
54 Fragments 

57 Pamopats 

62 Vigilant 

63 Make a eftoice 
6a Shell 

65 .Pitcher 
Hershner 

66 1492 ship 

67 Suiting 

68 Tetneiand 

69 Mao or lob 
follower 



1 1933 ricuno dm c j*<v4K iac 
a* 1 -fcyie 


DOWN 

1 Cat on — Tin 
Roof” 

Z - r 

3 Travel by ox 
wagon 

4 Swiss rive- 

5 Hank* • 


6 Tightwads 

7 Pan ot USA 
abbr. 

BGovL arcy 
9 Stock unit 

10 Reprimand 

11 Concerning 

12 Midday 

13 Containers 

18 — Junry 
21 Pamnng genre 

23 Peel 

24 Enclosures to 
letters: abbr. 

25 "I Love You — -•■ 

28 Richard or 
Michael 

27 Assume 
control 

29 Legitimate 

31 S-eSSA 

32 Not soi- ‘-ort 

33 Look a. 
intently 

35 Scalawags 
40 Epochs 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


hemei HnPiHH nnnn 
nncjn ranmon incinn 
QHnn rkhddd Rfiinri 
. HHRnnB ranoiRH 

ann naom anonrim 
rananoo nnunu 
HDrpn nnnn otDB 

nKJHunn 

□PioriDD Qiano Finn 

roraanhci 

HEElUn 0CTHH 
Duiann nnno 
ehuhid mnoHc? uudn 


48 OuckS 
51 Chose 

53 Scout pack 
leader 

54 Seasoning 

55 Sail ot yam 

56 Counsel: (Sal. 


57 Weight 
aDowanca 

58 Fastens 

59 Mme entrance 

60 Lacerate 

61 Autocrat 

63 Male animal . 


t 


(V .Pi I 





*6)-. 
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U.S. consumer confidence rises sharply 

NPW YOW fAW _ tic ... M S 


NEW YORK (AP) - U.S. 
consumer confidence rose 
sharply in November, reflect- 
ing greater optimism about the 
job market and the economy in 
general, a widely followed sur- 
vey reported Tuesday. 

The Conference Board, a 
New York research group 
which tracks sentiment 
through a monthly poll, said its 
consumer confidence index 


registered an unexpectedly 
strong gam of 1 1 points to 71 .2, 

SF 22** Ieviscd »-5 reading 
in October, Some economists 
were expecting a one point 
gain. v 

Such a rise in the survey of 

consumer sentiment “has 

occurred only rarely in the 
25-year history of this survey 
programme,” the Conference 
Board said. 
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5*255 prw. omiMc aas»c 
rovoME cLosrtc r»ice nice- 

JO PA ICE 

. **■“■ ZTJ .000 IzirjM r?Tsoo 

1.172,000 5.860 5 .860 S.UQ 

7. MO 3- BOO 3.800 J.BOO 

2.0S1 1.T40 i.T-o 1.1,0 

J'* 10 J.9J0 S.?Z0 

7.«a: S.JBO S.2S0 5.J10 

IB. 671 2.930 2.SS0 2.830 

36.362 1.100 J.«S ll«20 

J 0.800 4.000 4.000 4.000 

4.303 4.300 4.200 1.300 

7,300 4.100 4.200 4. ISO 

14.303 l.UO 1.610 1.100 

J4B 4.110 4.230 4. JSO 

1D.BGS 2.170 2.160 2.310 

610 3.390 1.250 3.210 

27,099 2-270 3.160 3.160 

4.143 4.100 4.600 4.610 

99 1.040 ' 0.990 0.990 

X.2B1 3.600 3.610 3. 680 

3.11B 1 .110 1.990 1.610 

13.460 2.0H 2.030 3.060 

9,089 3*660 2.610 3.630 

37,049 3.850 3.850 3.610 

4.S49 9.700 9.610 9.710 

5,076 2.210 3.160 2.160 

8,632 7.000 7.000 7.000 

27,201 B.000 8.000 8.000 

740 7.400 7.400 7.400 

110 3.000 1.000 3.000 

3.630 3.600 3.600 3.600 

9,390 2.680 2.700 2.680 

630 0.310 0.350 0.310 


13,39$ 14.400 14.100 14.100 

22,109 2.080 2.050 2.030 


Financial 

Markets 

U.S. Dollar la I 


Jordan Times 

in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


New VoKk 
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Clole. 

u * ,r 30/11/93 
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7.4*95 
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7.4905 
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5.9070 ** 

109.20 
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1.12£0 
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lw 19/11/9$ ***31 
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Drul sche Mark I 170S5 I 

S ^ F,Mne 1.4905 ~ 

French Frapc 5.901P ~T 

JapautM: Vm fg9 iQ ~ 

Kurvpem Currcnj Imil 1.12S0 1. 

I SO Pvt SU. 

t-wopm OpnioK «i M:M » it* (>611 
Eureaurwqr hmnst RbOi Data: 30/ 17/ F993 

Currency * I MTH 3 MTHSf 6 MTHS | 

li.S. Dollar ~3.50 3.37~ 3.40 

SlrrlhTR Pound 5.317 5,-5 5,79 

Druiirhe Murk I 6.43 6. IS 5. 64 

Swoa Franc 4.56 4.51 4.09 

French Franc 6.75 6.50 6 . 10 

Japanese Yen 2.25 2.12 1.93 

Knropean furrau? Vnil g.gj , 6.62 6.35 

htJrrtanJ, (Hd Ur iiMffll. I .V Ia41ip* >.MM.iM>qt e quiva lent. 


1 MTH 

i 3 MTHS 

- 

6 MTHS | 

12 mth: 

3.50 

| 3.37 

3.40 * 

3.68 

5.77 

5.?5 

5.79 

5.79 

6.43 

6. IS 

5 .64 

5.37 

4.56 

4.31 

4.09 

3.87 

6 . 75 

6.50 

0.70 

5.68 

:.?5 

i 2.12 

7.93 

7.87 

6.SS i 

6.62 

6.35 

5.87 
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Central Bunk of Jordan Ex chaw 
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L’J». Dollar 


Slerlinj; Pound 


Drotscbe Murk 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Vw 


IMdl (>u0def 


Swedish Krona 


ItlSu Ufa 


Bdttiu Franc 


Date: 50/17; 1995 
I'SD/Oz ] JDft'.in 


Rata Bulletin 

»***= 30/71/7993 


Offer 


0.7070 


J.0431 


0.7030 


1.04S5 




Cypriot P>wnd 


0.2&: 5 


7.3375 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

■I OVDON n? Following arc the buying and selling rates for 

.in tt« London Foreign Fjiohange and bullion market-s. 1 uesaay. 

, 9 9 -s: «« Canadian dollar 

U.S: SI.IX) costs Deutschemarks 

DutchguUders 

. .gis.ii Swiss francs 

. i; Belgian francs 

suTntPsn French francs 

SS Italian lire ■ 

uw^a^U Japanese xen 

ij7S-i‘VS Swedish crowns 

; " ■ 7 4VIW Norwegian crowns 

■ ■ i,* 7745-45 Danish crowns 

si.4S5SWi 
y Til. NKiT 1.20 


One yeifing /. 

One oaoce.DC jold 


The index,' calculated on a 
1985 base of 100, is -derived 
from consumer responses to 


useful barometer for g naging 
the economic outlook. 

“... The impressive magni- 
tude of the November gain 
strongly suggests that better 
times may well be one the 
way,” said Fabian Linden, ex- 
ecutive director of the Confer- 
ence Board Consumer Re- 
search centre, which conducts 
the poll of 5,000 XJ.S. house- 
holds. 

The optimistic reading was 
spread across all regions of the 
country. 

The report was especially 
surprising considering the con- 
sumer sentiment was markedly 
pessimistic in October, when 
the index lost 3.3 points, 
according to revised figures. 

The November survey 
showed a sharp decline in the 
number of people who de- 
scribed the business conditions 
as “bad,” the survey said. The 
proportion of people who hold 
this negative view is at the 
lowest level in about three 
years. 

In addition, the report 
showed an increasing number 
of consumers who believe that 
jobs are plentiful, the survey 
said. Pessimists still outnumber 
the optimists on both of these 
questions, but by a narrowing 

margin _ 

For the next six months, 
“more respondents than pre- 
viously now expect business 
conditions to improve^ fewer 
than previously fear they will 
worsen,” the survey said. 


Mr. Linden cautioned the 
survey, while showing! a sharp 
improvement, stOI shows the 
economy isn’t taking flight. 

“While the measure of con- 
sumer confidence chalked up 
an imposing gain in November, 
the present index reading is 
still at a level generally associ- 
ated with a lackluster eco- 
no my," Mr. Linden said. 

The Conference Board sur- 
vey is watched as an indicator 
of consumer buying patterns, 
and in turn, the health of the 
economy. Since consumer 
spending accounts for two- 
thirds of the nation's economic 
activity, growth depends on 
consumer willingness to bor- 
row and spend. 

Some of the nation's top 
business forecasters said ear- 
lier that the U.S. economy will 
grow next year at a modest 
pace that will leave unemploy- 
ment stuck just about where it 
is DOW. 

The National Association of 
Business Economists fNABE) 
said investment spending by 
businesses and housing con- 
struction should be the shining 
stars of a generally lackluster 
economy next year. ‘ 

“While the immediate prog- 
nosis for the economy is 


monstrated since the recession 
ended in March 1991 — with 
the economy spurting forward 
for a quarter or two, only to be 
slowed by various forces. 

It blamed the protracted 
period of lethargic growth on a 
variety of forces, from cut- 
backs In the defence industry 
and weakness in n on-residen- 
tial construction to continued 
layoffs by some of America's 
largest corporations. 

The slow growth will help 
keep inflation well under con- 
trol and for that reason. 
NABE said it expects interest 
rates to stay low. 

NABE made the following 
predictions. 

Economic growth: The over- 
all economy, as measured by 
the gross domestic product 
(GDP) will expand by 2.8 per 
cent in 1994, the same growth 
rate that the group is forecast- 
ing for this year. For 1992, the 
GDP grew by 2.6 per cent after 
having fallen by 0.7 per cent in 
the recession year of 1991. For 
the current October-December 
period, the group predicted a 
significant pickup, in growth to 
above per cent, reflecting a 
rebound from last s umm er's 
floods and higher auto produc- 
tion. 

Unemployment: The unem- 
ployment rate will average 6.5 


favourable, we remain con- pwpew nK wm o j 

cerned about the underlying per cent ne« year, only sbghtlv 

strength of the recovery,” sai§ ™P«>ved from the current 6.8 


strength of the recovery,” said 
William Dunkelberg, NABE 
president and dean of the busi- 
ness school at Temple Uni- 
versity. 

The group's panel of 43 fore- 
casters said they expected the 
economy to exhibit the same 
stop-and-ago pattern it has de- 


per cent. 

Inflation: Consumer prices 
should post modest gains of 2.9 
per cent for this year and 3.3 
per cent for 1994 as the weak 
economy helps to keep a lid of 
wage and price pressures. 
Prices were up 3.1 per cent in 
1992. 




THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

MCKMG. AIR FREIGH1 

FORUMflDMG. OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AMD, R ESE RVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

604^76 6Q4696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 


Estate 

Tel. NO. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 




- Chinese . Thai. Phtinpino • 
Indonisian & Malaysian Spe- 
cialities. 

- Five Branches ALL Over The 
World And Now One In 
Amman. 

- Live Classical Music. 

- Lunch ( Special ) Every Busi- 
ness Day. 


12:00 - 3 : 30 p.m 
6:30 • 11: 30p.m 
( 7 days a WBek ) 


Restaurant 

*Open air lenace. 

* Round table for 12-18 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 


Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 



PEKING > 

RESTAURANT 

authentic CHBUESE-CUBINE 


Elegant 
Colorful f 
Atmosphere^ 
Moderate 
Prices / 

Shmeisanl a 
Tel 660250 
'open datyj 


AtNeGrEaCoBarin 

SELECT HOTEL 






‘homely and intimate* 1 


Tel. 630571 Fax. 630572 


' CHENS N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbaque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight > 


2 nd Circle, JaM Amman 
Opposite French loar 

Tel- 653482 



1 




Veritable Cuisine franpaise 
Live Entertainment 


One visit irill make you 
a steady , we beBevcIH 


A %estaiiT(mt With 

Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

InsTmiiT 

JABAL AMMAN RRSTORCLE 

omanETHE two dwassy tel twn 


Shmessani 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

ififipiiflf 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3-30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 6 59519 659S20 


V INN / 

Deslaurant & Tapas 

Jebe! Amman, 3rd circle 
Tel. til 50 til 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service" 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23891 


Kuwait 
to set up 
free trade 
zone 

KUWAIT (RJ — The Kuwaiti 
cabinet said it had decided 
Monday to establish a free 
trade zone to stimulate trade 
and give the non-oil economy a 
boost. 

•‘Such a measure comes with 
the framework of procedures 
aimed at stimulating the move- 
ment of trade and pushing for- 
ward the country's economic 
cycle.” minister' for cabinet 
affairs Abdul Aziz A1 Dakhil 
said after a cabinet meeting. 

“The cabinet approved 
establishing a free-trade zone 
in the State of Kuwait and 
assigned the relevant author- 
ities' to take the necessary steps 
for execution.” a statement 
said. 

Kuwaiti economists say they 
hope such a zone would help 
diversity the economy away 
from dependence on oil. which 
accounts for more than 90 per 
cent of government revenue. 

The cabinet did not say 
where the zone would be. 

The trade and industry 
ministry said last month i( 
wanted to set up the zone in 
Kuwait City's Shweikh har- 
bour. the main non-oil mer- 
chandise sea port. 

The ministry plans a wide- 
ranging liberalisation of the 
economy to encourage private 
investment in the state-owned 
oil sector and widen the scope 
for foreign investment in in- 
dustrv. 
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Oman presses ahead 
with income tax 



The Latest 
" MUST " 
in Amman 


i0: 

SZECHWAN GARDENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Ohm* Foods 




Tafre away is avaUabka 

Shat AMrab Stnet 
(Mi Uthainah Commercial Centre 


fitce Tasted Always Lci/ed 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Oman 
is pressing ahead with the in- 
troduction of income taxes on 
local firms to offest a decline in 
oil earnings despite objections 
from the prviate sector. 

“The decision has been 
taken and I think there is no 
going back despite our de- 
mands to postpone it,” Mansur 
Al Zawkani, banking chief at 
the Oman Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry, told AFP 
Tuesday, contacted by tele- 
phone. 

The decision, which will be 
enforced in 1994, affects 
around 5,550 national com- 
panies, which account for near- 
ly 28 of the total private firms 
in Oman. It is expected to 
generate between $200 million 
and $300 million. 

Oman imposed income taxes 
on foreign companies in the 
early 1980s but local firms were 
exempted as most of them had 
only begun operating during 
the oil boom of the late 197% 
and early 1980s. 

The new law exempts the 
first 30,000 Omani riyals 
(78,000) in net profits from 
taxes. But it imposes five per 
cent on profits of 170,000 riyals 
($442,000) and 7.5 per cent oo 
profits above that sum. 

Oman is the first Gulf coun- 
try to introduce income taxes 
but other states like Kuwait 
and Qatar could foUow suit. 
Saudi Arabia has no taxes but 
levies 2.5 per cent in Islamic 
alms for the poor. 

“Our tax is very low com- 
pared with taxes in Egypt. 
France and other countries." 
an Omani commerce ministry 
official said. “It will help our 


economy and I think it is tiftie 
for the private sector to sup- 

S >rt the government with 
man's development.” 

The Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, which represents 
most Omani private institu- 
tions, has urged the govern- 
ment to postpone the decision 
for another five years on the 
grounds it would hurt many 
fledgling firms. 

It said the taxes would not 
raise a large sum. “But in case 
the government insists on 
going ahead with the taxes, we 
□ope it will increase the ex- 
emption limit to more than 
50,000 riyals,” it said. 

The tax is part of large-scale 
reforms to activate the eco- 
nomy and reduce reliance on 
unstable oil export earnings. 
They include privatisation and 
incentives to vocal and foreign 
investors. 

Oman produces 800,000 bar- 
rels of oil per day but like other 
Gulf states it has suffered from 
a persistent budget deficit be- 
cause of weak crude prices and 
failure to make substantial 
spending cuts. 

The shortfall stood at $790 
million in 1992 and was pro- 
jected at $1.14 billion in 1993. 

During the 1991-1995 de- 
velopment plan, the deficit is 
expected to reach $2.28 billion, 
after expenditure was revised 
up to $26.7 billion from $24.5 
billion. 

More than 100 foreign and 
joint ventures operate in 
Oman and taxes on them fetch- 
ed nearly 25 million riyals ($65 
million) in the first nine 
months of 1993, according to 
official Omani figures. 
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CSCE opens meeting with call 
for protection of minorities 


ROME (Agencies) — Foreign 
ministers from 52 countries 
opened a two-day conference 
on European Security Tuesday 
and heard strong calls for step- 
ped-up efforts to protect 
national minorities. 

; Tbe minorities question, 
which has troubled the conti- 
nent since the cold war ended, 
was expected to figure promin- 
ently at the ministerial session 
of the Conference on Security 
aijd Cooperation in Europe 
(GSCE). 

Italian Prime. Minister Carlo 
Az egl io Ciampi urged the 
CJ5CE to strengthen its capac- 
ity to deal with the issue as part 
of its campaign of preventive 
diplomacy to head off con- 
flicts. 

■“The protection of minor- 
ities constitutes a priority 
obligation in the double sense 
of ensuring stability and re- 
spect for human rights,'’ said 
Mr. Ciampi, whose country 
assumed the CSCE presidency 
for a year. 

.U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher warned 
against “aggressive and often 
myopic nationalism" that has 
fuelled conflicts in the former 
Yugoslavia and elsewhere. 

“On both sides of the Atlan- 
tic we share a strong interest in 
building respect for diversity, 
in enfranchising minorities:, in 
offering every person a stake 
and a say in national life,” he 
said. 


Despite efforts by groups 
such as the CSCE, which last 
year created a Hi gh Commis- 
sioner for NationalMinorities, 
the world community has yet 
to get a grip on the potentially 
explosive problem. 

Moscow is particularly wor- 
ried about the fate of Russian- 
speaking minorities dispersed 
tnroughout the former Soviet 
Union and plans to press its 
concerns at the conference 
here. 

Russian officials said that 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev would again seek sup- 
port here for Moscow’s drive 
against what it calls “aggres- 
sive nationalism.” 

Also on the agenda was the 
future of peacekeeping opera- 
tions in the old Soviet republics 
and how to encourage Mos- 
cow’s involvement without 
ceding it virtual total control of 
the region. 

The conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia was to be discussed 
but most eyes here were on 
Geneva where peace talks re- 
sumed Monday after a two- 
month hiatus. 

Mr. Christopher announced 
here Tuesday that Washington 
would contribute an additional 
S150 milli on to Bosnian relief 
aid on top of the $400 million 
already accorded. 

The Ameri cans also sof- 
tened their opposition to a 
European plan that would 
progressively lift U.N. sanc- 


tions imposed on Belgrade if 
Bosnia’s Serbs gave up more 
territory to the Muslim-led 
government 

The CSCE foreign ministers 
wer divided over the Russian 
bid to take on a peacekeeping 
role in the conflicts rocking the 
former Soviet Union. 

Diplomats said European 
Community countries, espe- 
cially conference host Italy, 
wanted to give Russia a limited 
mandate, but Moscow’s neigh- 
bours such as the Baltic states 
and Ukraine, as well as Cana- 
da, Norway and Turkey, were 
strongly opposed. 

Mr. Ciampi said the conflicts 
that had beset Europe since 
the end of the cold war could 
induce a mood of “despair and 
pessimism.” 

The CSCE, which focuses on 
mediation and conflict preven- 
tion, had made unsatisfactory 
progress in the last three years, 
Mr. Ciampi said, citing the 
“terrible lesson” of the war in 
former Yugoslavia. 

The Italian premier warned 
members against letting crises 
slide into open conflict: “It is 
not realism to hide behind the 
immediate costs of action with- 
out considering the future 
costs, which are no less real 
and often heavier than doing 
nothing.” 

Pressing an Italian interest, 
Mr. Ciampi alerted European 
states to the risk of a lf drift 
towards conflict” in the 


Mediterranean region, unless 
the West made more effort to 
build interdependence be- 
tween its Islamic and Christian 
shores. 

But it was the controverty 
over Russia and its partners in 
the Commonwealth of Inde- 
pendent States — successor to 
the collapsed Soviet Union — 
that was dominating backstage 
debate, diplomats said. 

They said EC states were 
proposing to look at any Rus- 
sian peacekeeping role case by 
case, pladng strict time ana 
financial limits on any opera- 
tion authorised. - 

‘ But the unease of East Euro- 
pean and former Soviet states 
about Moscow stepping into 
countries which have only re- 
cently freed themselves from 
its control was picked np by 
Swedish Foreign Minister Mar- 
garetha Af Ugglas., 

Without mentioning Russia 
by name, she said certain states 
“openly declare that they have 
their own interests to protect. 
Undexstandably, the legacy of 
history creates some misgivings 
about the nature of such in- 
terests." 

An ay agreement, Ms. 
Ugglas said, would have to be 
based on “the consent of the 
parties, on an understanding of 
die tasks and rules of be- 
haviour of the forces con- 
cerned and on a supervisory 
role for CSCE monitors.” 


Gore 
to spread 
wings on 
world 
stage 


WASHINGTON (R) — Vice 
President AI Gore, who has 
emerged as Bill Clinton's top 
troubleshooter, is about to 
spread his wings on the world 
stage in an effort to polish the 
administration's diplomatic 
image. 

Mr. Gore departs Tuesday 
for Mexico for talks with Presi- 
dent Carlos Salinas De Gortari 
arid the following week 
embarks on a mission to Mos- 
cow that closely follows Rus- 
sian parliamentary elections 
called by President Boris Yelt- 
sin in a bid to keep reform 
efforts alive. 

Mr. Gore and White House 
Chief of Staff Thomas McLarty 
go to Mexico City for talks on. 
implementing the North* 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment, which creates a free- 
trade zone among the United 
States, Mexico ana Canada be- 
ginning Jan. 1. 

Before leaving for Mexico, 
Mr. Gore will join Mr. Clinton 
for talks at the White House 
with the leaders of El Salva- 
dor, Panama. Honduras. 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica. Guate- 
mala and Belize. 

The flurry of vice presiden- 
tial activity reflects a change in 
style more than in substance. 
He has been involved in the 
decision-making process since 
taking office in January, but 
now he will be talking about it 
mpre. 


Major wins support for 
secret IRA peace moves 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
Prime Minister John Major got. 
■broad support Tuesday for his 
government’s secret peace 
talks with the outlawed Irish 
Republican Army (TRA). 

But some Conservative 
politicians warned that talking 
with one side in the dispute 
could spur the other to vio- 
lence. 

Following weekend press 
disclosures. Northern Ireland 
Secretary Patrick Mayhew laid 
the government's card on the 
table in the House of Com-, 
mods Monday. 

He read out secret com- 
muniques with the IRA's Sinn 
Fein political wing dating back 
to February, and made the 
strongest peace offer yet: If the 
IRA “unequivocally" re- 
nounces violence, open talks 
could begin in January. 

His words were followed by 
IRA accusations of “lying" 
and “counterfeiting” some of 
the exchanges. 

But Sinn Fein President 
Gerry Adams backed off Tues- 
day. saying he was prepared to 
“forgive” the “duplicity” in 
order to keep the dialogue 
alive. 

Reports meanwhile emerged 
that the government had told 
the IRA on Nov. 5 that talks 
with Sinn Fein could start in 
January — as long as there was 
no more killing. 

Secret messages between the 
two sides suggested Mr. Major 
would be satisfied with a two^ 
and-a-half-month respite from 
violence as a benchmark of a 
ceasefire that would clear the 
way for “exploratory” talks. 

Ulster Unionist M"P William 
Ross warned that government 
contacts with the IRA “en- 


courages other terrorist orga- 
nisations, on the Protestant 
side if you like, to turn to 
violence on an increasing 
scale.” 

Former Tory Party Chair- 
man Norman * Tebbit, whho 
was seriously injured in a 1985 
IRA bombing in Brighton that 
left his wife crippled, said the 
IRA was unlikely to lay down 
its arms without big conces- 
sions from the government. 

“We are now in a position 
where we are vety likely — in 
trying to make a deal with one 
side — to provoke the other to 
increase violence,” he said.* 

There was no clear sign yet 
of a ceasefire and, in tact, a 
man believed to be Catholic 
was shot dead in Belfast early 
Tuesday in a killing claimed by 
the outlawed Protestant Ulster 
Freedom Fighters. 

The British press was largely 
supportive of the secret nego- 
tiations. 

“Contrary to some prevail- 
ing notions about open govern- 
ment," said the Daily Tele- 
graph. “in the real world secre- 
cy is often an absolute condi- 
tion of successful negotia- 
tions.” 

The Times agreed, but 
chided Mr. Major for not hav- 
ing taken more care that his 
public remarks be recondle- 
able with the inevitable disclo- 
sure of what was being done 
under the table. 

Announcing in the House of 
Commons, as the premier did 
on Nov. 1. that talks with the. 
IRA would “turn my stomach 1 ' 
made him “appear hollow" 
Monday as he listened ro Sir 
Patrick's disclosures, said the 
times. 


U.S. to keep aid ban on Pakistan 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Uhited States Monday insisted 
it Intends ro continue a ban on 
military aid to Pakistan despite 
a ■ new proposal that would 
radically revamp American 
foreign assistance to reflect 
pqst-cold war realities. 

■Last week. State Depart- 
ment spokesman Mike McCur- 
. rv| tola reporters the Clinton 
administration wanted to lift 
restrictions on aid pegged to 
Pakistan's nuclear programme 
because “extension of the... 
sanctions do not advance our 
non-proliferation objectives in 
Scjuth Asia." 

Bui at Monday's regular de- 
partment press Briefing, depu- 
ty; spokeswoman Christine 
Shelly appeared to reverse that 
view. 

She acknowledged the admi- 
nistration proposed to Con- 
gress draft legislation that, in 
relamping U.S. foreign aid for 
rhfc first time in 30 years, omits 
all country-specific language in 
an effort to give the president 
flexibility in aid decisions. 

This includes the 19X5 
amendment named after Sena- 
tor Larry Premier, a South 
Dakota Republican, that bans 
aid to Pakistan' unless the pres- 
ident can certify Islamabad 
neither possesses nuclear 
weapons nor is trying to de- 
velop them. 

But Ms. Shelly insisted "this 
does not indicate any weaken- 
ing in the administration's de- 
sire to check nuclear prolifera- 
tion in South Asia. Pakistan 
will still continue to be subject 


to the sanctions under the 
administration's proposal.” 

While the proposal includes 
provisions for national interest 
waivers of sanctions, “as a 
matter of administration poli- 
cy. satisfaction of the Pressler 
standard will remain the essen- 
tial basis for exercising any 
national interest waiver and for 
resuming economic and milit- 
ary assistance, including any 
decision bv the U.S. govern- 
ment to sefl or transfer military 
equipment or technology to 
Pakistan.” she said. 

Ms. Shelly indicated Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton had no plans 
to waive Pakistan's sanctions, 
saying: “What we have indi- 
cated is that Pakistan would 
continue to be subject to sanc- 
tions along the lines of rhe 
Pressler amendment..." 

Ms. Shelly did not comment 
.publicly on why her statements 
conflicted with those expressed 
last Wednesday b\ Mr. 
McCurry, who is travelling to 
Europe with Secretary of Slate 
Warren Christopher and was 
unavilable for immediate com- 
ment. 

But a senior official said 
news of the administrations 
aid proposal broke and “was 
transmitted in a way that I 
think probably didn'r give us a 
full opportunity to really study, 
it in relationship to the Pressler 
amendment.” 

“What is said today reflected 
a very carefully considered 
view on exactly what the situa- 
tion was on Pakistan and... 
what the- administration com- 


mitment to the e re merits of the 
Pressler amendment would be. 
It’s the question of having five 
more days to think about it and 
react to it." he said. 

Gen. Pressler was said to be 
fiirious at moves to. lift the 
amendment. 

Ms. Shelly said she did not 
know what* other countries 
might be affected by the prop- 
osed non-proliferation lan- 
guage. 

The Pressler amendment 
sanctions are aimed at elimi- 
nating nuclear weapons from 
South Asia, but Ms. McCurry 
acknowledged lust week that 
both Pakistan and its main 
rival India could develop - a 
nuclear bomb "in a rckitisi-ly 
short time frame." 

Given recent signs of new 
warmth between ~ India and 
Pakistan, one U.S. official last 
week said cutting off U.S. 
military' ^les to Pakistan with- 
out doing the same to India 
could give India a strategic 
edge and destabilise the re- 
gion. 

This official said sanctions 
have held up the ■•ale of F-ih 
fighter jets to Pakistan, which 
continues to make payments 
for the planes with a mow to 
completing the purchase even- 
tually. 

If the sanctions against 
Pakistan are not lifted, the 
official said, “one option 
would be to extend thc‘sime 
rvpesyif sanctions to India but 
there's not a lot of strong senti- 
ment for that wiihtn rite , cm - 
ernment." 


China 
might end 
talks if 
Hong Kong 
moveson 
reform 

HONG KONG (R) — China 
has signalled that any move by 
Hong Kong Governor Chris 
Patten to push ahead with even 
part of his democratic reform 
plans will kiH any chance of a 
negotiated settlement with Bri- 
tain. 

The Beijing-controlled daily 
Ta Kung Pao Tuesday quoted 
Lu Ping. China's top official 
responsible for Hong Kong, as 
indicating even a bill contain- 
ing supposedly less controver- 
sial issues would spell the end 
of the long-running negotia- 
tions. 

Hong Kong’s Executive 
Council, the colony's de-facto 
cabinet, met Tuesday amid 
speculation Mr. Patten will in- 
troduce a mini electoral reform 
bill to the Legislative Council 
■following the failure of seven 
months of Sino- British talks to 
produce any deal. 

“While China and Britain 
are holding talks on the one 
hand, the Legislative Council 
(the colony's legislature) is dis- 
cussing and approving some- 
thing (related) on the other. 
We just can’t continue the 
talks under that situation." 
said Mr. Lu. who is director of 
China's Hong Kong and 
Macau Affairs Office. 

“If the British side un- 
ilaterally tables the package in 
the Legislative Council, it 
would'create big difficulties for 
the talks." he told a Hong 
Kong delegation visiting 
Beijing. 

Mr. Patten first proposed 
widening democracy before 
Hong Kong's IW7 return to 
Anna" more man a year ago, pro- 
voking a furious row with Beij- 
ing. Last March he published a 
reform bill hut it has never 
been introduced to the legisla- 
ture to allow- the talks, which 
began in April, a chance to 
produce a deal. 

The legislature has. howev- 
er, passed a separate bill sel- 
ling up a commission to over- 
see polls and work out elector- 
al boundaries, also one of the 
original Patten proposals. 

The latest showdow n follows 
ihe !7th round of talks last 
week, where the two sides 
failed to agree even on so- 
called simple issues. These Bri- 
tain interprets as cutting the 
voting age. abolishing govern- 
ment-appointed local council- 
lors and introducing single- 
member legislative constituen- 
cies. 

Mr. Patten is expected to 
Introduce a mini-bill on these 
issues next month. Britain has 
offered China more talks on 
the most controversial parts of 
Mr, Patten's package, which 
would allow •! long Rong peo- 
ple to elect, directly or in- 
directly. the majority’ of legis- 
lators for the first time in 1 995. 

Patten gave little away after 
the Executive Council meeting 
but indicated he would reveal 
his next move at a question- 
und-iinswcr session in the Leg- 
islative Council 

“We've considered the nut- 
:come of 17 rounds of talks-with 
our Chinese colleagues.” he 
told reporters. 



Shabana Azmi (left) the Indian actress who with 
Mother Theresa received an international hu- 
man rights award from French President Fran- 
cois Mitterand in 1989, kisses African National 


Congress President Nelson Mandela after pre- 
senting him with a News-makers of the Year 
Award on behalf of a Cape Town newspaper 
(AFP photo) 


De Klerk criticises rightwingers for 
setting up alternative government 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk Tuesday 
branded as “irresponsible and 
tragic" attempts by South Afri- 
ca's far-right white Afrikaner 
Volksfront (AVF) to set up 
their own government. 

South African news reports 
Tuesday culled the AVF's 
move .a unilateral declaration 
of independence (UDI). 

“How can you think of UDI 
if you cannot say where the 
borders of such "a state will 
be?” Mr. -De Klerk said after a 
meeting with U.S. Secretary 
for Commerce Ron Brown. *'l"f 
it wasn't so tragic, it would be 
amusing." 

Throwing down the gauntlet 
to the government and the 
African ' National Congress 
(ANC), the AVF proposed 
alternative structures to coun- 
ter South Africa's multi-party 
transitional authority (TEC), 
signed into law by' Mr. De 
Klerk Monday and" due to be 
set up on Dec. 6. 

"The announcement is 
'untimely and irresponsible."' 
Mr. De Klerk said. “I do not 
think my signature on the TEC 
bill should have been- unex- 
pected.” v f~' _ 

The AVFs nunc contra- 
dicted progress reported by the 
conservative Freedom 
Alliance, of which the AVF is 
a member, in talks Monday 
with the government to bring 
rightwingers hack to the coun- 
try's democracy process. 

Mr. De Klerii said that in the 
talks “the question of them 
becoming part of the TEC 


(was) raised." 

The alliance is made up of 
the Inkatha Freedom Party, 
the Ciskei and Bophuthats- 
wana black homelands os well 
as the right-wing Conservative 
Party and the AVF who 
walked out of democracy talks 
in July to demand strong’ feder- 
alism" and u separate white 
homeland. 

Alliance Chairman Rowan 
Cronje said there had been 
"almost total agreement” on 
changes in the" new interim 
constitution dealing with the 
powers of the country's nine 
new provinces. 

“We agreed on the 
framework (of changes), the 
structures and divisions (of 
power between levels nf gov- 
ernment). Now we are refining 
terminology." he tuid the Star 
newspaper. 

In a warning to the more 
extreme ■ elements in the 
alliance. ANC President Nel- 
son Mandela said that an "anti- 
fascist front” may have to be 
formed if far , rightists . con- 
tinued to obstruct South Afri- 
ca's transition to democracy. 

"Those who have been 
persecuting ‘ us have now 
- formed the so-called Freedom 
Alliance... a group of men who- 
want to maintain minority 
rule." he told reporters after 
meeting with Mr. Brown. . 

“We' will not allow them 
escape in this regard and' if 
they continue along those fines 
we will have no alternative but 
to cull for the formation of an 
anti-fascist front." 

Mr. De Klerk, however. 


. warned against un anti-fascist 
front saying there would be 
"firm action against any break- 
ing of rhe Jaw" We don't need 
political fronts." 

South African police Tues- 
day arrested 39 blacks alleged- 
ly "undergoing military training 
in the mountains of Lebowa 
black homeland in the north- 
ern Transvaal, state radio re- 
ported. 

The 39 were hiding out in 
caves in a remote area, of the 
homeland. Police also seized 
weapons, including AK.47 
assault rifles and R Trifles. 

A police spokesman in 
Pietershurg. north of here, said 
it was not yet known how long 
the group had been living in 
the caves or how long they had 
been in training. 

Meanwhile, one man was 
killed and six people injured 
when an explosion ripped 
through a bus in the South 
African port of Durban Tues- 
day. witnesses said. 

Police are investigating 
whether the man killed was 
carrying an explosive device. 

-We are not ruling out any 
possibilities,”, police spokes- 
man Major Bala Nuidoo told 
Reuters. 

Maj. Nuidoo said police 
were still not certain what 
caused the explosion and fore 
nsic experts were searching the 
scene. 

The bus was going past the 
city hall in downtown Durban 
with about a dozen passengers 
when the blast occurred at 
10.05 a.m. (0805 GMT). 


Talks offer no let-up for Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — Rival 
Bosnian leaders pressed ahead 
with peace talks in Geneva 
Tuesday but the besieged city 
of Sarajevo was pounded by 
artillery once more. 

Bosnia's Muslim-led govern- 
ment warned that the talks 
could collapse over Serb refus- 
als to negotiate on the basis of 
a European Communtiy (EC) 
plan that calls on them to cede 
land to the Muslims in return 
for an easing of sanctions. 

Bosnia's U.N. ambassador, 
Mohammad Sacirbey, denied 
the Muslim delegation was ab- 
out to walk out, but added: “I 
believe we have hit a critical 
stage... we could in fact see a 
collapse.” 

In Sarajevo, a U.N. military 
spokesman reported 
a marked increase in shelling 
and small arms fire. 

He said mortar bombs and 
sniper rounds hit the centre of 
the Bosnian capiral Monday as 
the Geneva talks began. 
“Sarajevo was unstable due to 
shelling." Major Idesbald Van 
Biesebroeck told reporters. 

Sarajevo Radio said the 
Muslim- held towns of Olovo 
and Maglaj were shelled dur- 
ing the night and on Tuesday 
morning, Killing one person 
and wounding seven. 

In Geneva, international 
mediators were cautious about 
the chances of Serb, Muslim 
and Croat leaders clinching a 
deal. 

Peace envoys Lord Owen 
and Thorvald Stoltenbcrg said 
that while the three sides were 
at least talking again, long and 
hard bargaining would be 
needed for a negotiated settle- ' 
ment. 


“We’re not in my view going 
to get a signed, sealed agree- 
ment here in the next few days 
but I think we may take the 
process on,” Lord Owen, the 
European Community envoy, 
told reporters. 

Bosnian leaders and their 
Serbian and Croatian backers 
went into a series of bilateral 
discussions on a proposed 
three-way split of the republic 
along ethnic lines. 

The leaders agreed Monday 
to restart the peace process 
after two months of deadlock 
on the basis of a new EC plan 
offering a gradual easing, of 
sanctions on rump Yugoslavia 
if the Bosnian Serbs give up 
some conquered land. 

Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic, Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic and Bos- 
nia's Muslim President Aiija 
Izetbegovic began what were 
expected to be two further 
days of talks about revising an 
existing peace plan. 

At issue is whether the Bos- 
nian Serbs are ready to cede 
further land to the Muslims, 
who. want at least three per 
cent more territory in order to 
create a viable state. The nego- 
tiations would also tackle die 
future status of Sarajevo and 
Muslim demands for access to 
the sea. Lord Owen.told repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Karadzic said he was. 
ready to discuss offering the 
same concessions to the Mus- 
lims that his side withdrew 
when the peace process broke 
down earlier this year. 

In a statement to Serbian 
Television Monday evening he 
said the Bosnian Serbs wanted 

E eace and were prepared to 
elp the Muslims create their 


own state. 

He did not think the talks 
would bring a breakthrough 
but he sensed less anti-Serb 
feeling than in the past. “We 
want peace and we are pre- 
pared to find ways for the 
-creation of a feasible Muslim 
state,” Mr. Karadzic said. “We 
are prepared to discuss now 
some concessions the Serb side 
withdrew at an earlier date.” 

A U.N. aid official in 
Sarajevo said that after delays 
caused by fighting, a 26-truck 
relief convoy was allowed 
across the Serbian border to 
the Muslim city of Tuzla in 
northern Bosnia. Another con- 
voy for the eastern Muslim 
enclave of Srebrenica was also 
allowed to proceed. 

The United Nations lias ac- 
cused the Serbs of playing with 
people’s lives in delaying food 
convoys vital for the survival of 
up to Three million civilians in 
Bosnia this winter. 

The warring factions signed 
an accord in Geneva Monday, 
guaranteeing free movement 
ror aid convoys, but U.N. 
sources were not convinced 
this marked a genuine change 
of heart. 

European states are edging 
towards using military force to 
deliver aid in Bosnia if the 
three sides do not respect their 
new guarantee of safe passage. 
German officials said in Bonn. 

“There is a clear tendency 
towards using military force to 
get convoys through.” said a 
German Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial. 

“France has declared itself 
ready in principle to use force, 
and the Netherlands also backs 
the idea verv much.” 


N. Korea returns American remains 


PANMUNJOM. Korea (AFP) 
— North Korea Tuesday re- 
turned the remains of 33 U.S. 
soldiers killed during the Ko- 
rean War at this border truce 
village straddling the last from 
line of the cold war, and 
warned it might withdraw from 
the nuclear non-proliferation 
.treaty, if high-level talks with 
Washington were not renewed. 

The return of the 33 bodies 
was the sixth repatriation of 
remains since 1954 arid came 


under a bilateral agreement 
pur into 'effect in August, said 
a spokesman for tne U.N. 
Command (UNC) which con- 
trols U.S. and South Korean 
forces. 

It came as a North Korean 
spokesman said: “If the United 
States intends to nullify the 
principles of the North Korea- 
U.S. joint statement (of July) 
and discontinue the talks, 
there will be no need for us to 


suspend any longer the effec- 
tuation of our withdrawal from 
the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty (NPT)." 

But Pyongyang's Korean 
Central Agency (KCNA) 
quoted the spokesman as 
saying if the United Stares 

accepts -Pyongyang’s “prop- 
osed formula of a package 
solution, ail problems related, 
to the nuclear issue... will be 
solved.” 


Beauty queen 
becomes press 
attache in Poland 

WARSAW (AFP) — The win- 
ner of the 1992 Miss Poland 
crown was named Monday as 
Prime Minister Waldemar 
Pawlak’s new media spokes- 
woman. the Polish News 
Agency (PAP) said. Ewa 
wachowicz. 23, who finished 
third in that year’s Miss World 
contest, was named as 34-year- 
old Pawlak’s secretary in 
charge of press relations, the 
agency added. Ms. Wacbo- 
wicz’s • candidacy for the post 
sparked a wave of controversy 
in political and press circles, 
ana an anguished debate over 
her capacity to explain the 
actions of a fledgeling govern- 
ment brought to power during 
a difficult transition period. 
Born of fanning stock, she 
worked for seven months as a 
journalist and presenter on a 
private television channel be- 
fore embarking on an agricul- 
ture course at a Warsaw col- 
lege. Criticised by leaders of 
Poland’s Peasant’s Party, Ms. 
Wachowicz received staunch 
backing from senior Pawlak 
aide Michal Strak. “Miss Po- 
land 1992 has always stressed 
her deep attachment to the 
countryside and that merits 
particular attention.” Mr. 
Strak. said. According to the 
centre-left opposition -daily 
Gazeta Wyborcza. Ms. 
Wachowicz asked for the 
announcement of her appoint- 
ment, which was agreed last 
week, to be postponed. She 
was due to appear on television 
Sunday in a swimsuit and de- 
cided it would be improper to 
do so as a government aide. 

New home for 
Finnish opera 

HELSINKI (AFP) — Finland 
inaugurated its first official 
opera house Tuesday, a multi- 
million dollar structure in the 
heart of Helsinki specially de- 
signed to house file National 
Opera and ballet companies. 
Until now the home of the 
opera has been in a sma 1 
theatre dating from the las* 
century. Hie new Helsinki 
Opera House is capable of 
staging monumental produc- 
tions. Its main auditorium 
seats 1,365 people, and the 
second, smaller hall 500 peo- 

E le. The project cost 740 mil- 
on markka (about $127 mil- 
-^tipn) — a major leap over- its 
•initial estimated cost of some 
120 million markka (about $21 
million) in 1977 when the pro- 
ject was decided on. Finland’s 
newest major opera Kullervo 
by'Aulis Sallinen, Bizet’s Car- 
men. and the ballet Swan Lake 
by Tchaikovsky will be per- 
formed during this week's in- 
auguration ceremonies. 

Arcadia, City Of 

theatre awards 

LONDON (AP) — Arcadia, 
Tom Stoppard’s play abbut 
love, death, - and landscape 
gardening, and City Of 
Angels, a musical import from 
Broadway, were named the 
year's best shows Monday at 
the annua] Evening Standard 
Drama Awards. A dizzying 
and dazzling play set both a 
centuiy ago and today in an 
English stately home, Arcadia 
wilt have its American pre- 
miere at New York's Lincoln 
Centre in 1995. City Of 
Angels, an erstwhile broadway 
hit. failed to repeat its com- 
mercial success in London. De- 
spite mostly fine reviews, it 
never caught on with the public 
and closed on Nov. 13. Top 
acting prizes at the lunchtime 
ceremony went ro Ian Holm, 
as a dying father in Harold* 
Pinter’s Moonlight, and Ire- 
land's Fiona Shaw, playing a 
.woman consigned to the elec- 
tric, chair in American writer 
Sophie Treadwell's Machinal. 
“7 think I could get to like this 
acting on the stage,” said 
Holm, a sentimental favourite 
marking his return to the 
theatre after 14 years in TV 
and film (Chariots Of Fire). A 
surprising choice for best direc- 
tor was Terry Hands for his 
showy Royal Shakespeare 
Company production of 
Christopher Marlowe’s Tam- 
burlaine The Great. Most 
promkine playwright drew a 
tie: Scotland's Simon Donald 
for The Life Of Stuff and 
Canadian Brad Fraser for Un- 
identified Human Remains 
And The Nature Of Love, 
both plays have since closed. 

Cyprus cow 
drops 2-headed 
calf 

NICOSIA (AFP) — - A cow .in 
the. southern Cypriot village of 
Klavdia has dropped a two- 
headed calf after a caesarian 
section, the official Cyprus 
News Agency reported, adding 
that the senior bovine was in 
excellent condition. The 
attending veterinarian, Anto- 
nis Georgiou. described the 
delivery as “a very rare phe- 
nomenon,” and said the utile 
monster was the result of artifi- 
cial insemination. But he- 
could not say whether the 
two-headed creature would 

curvius 





JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1993 


Michael Stich bids for Davis Cup glory 
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D USS ELDQRF. Germany 
(AFP) — Michael Stich, who 
will be. hoping to cap his phe- 
nomenally successful season by 
leading Germany to triumph in 
the Davis Cup final against 
Autralia next weekend, 
doesn't smile easily or often. 

Nor does he always bother 
to put on kid gloves when 
handling officialdom or the 
world’s press. 

But There has been a major 
transformation in the 25-year- 
old German in .recent weeks. 

The scow! has disappeared 
and the 6ft 4in 1991 Wimble- 
don champion has looked 
totally relaxed and serene dur- 
ing his strenuous training ses- 
sions inside Dusseldorfs Trade 
Fair Centre where he and his 
teammates will be bidding for 
their country’s third Davis Cup 
victory next weekend. 

And one of the main reasons 
for Stich ’s new-found compo- 
sure could be that he has final- 
ly climbed out from behind the 
shadow of compatriot Boris 
Becker. 

Becker, three-times Wimb- 
ledon champion and the main 
architect or Germany’s first- 
ever Davis Cup successes in 
1988 and 1989, has always 
overshadowed his compatriot. 

Even Sticb’s 1990 Wimble- 
don victory was in some ways 
devalued by Becker who first 
won the all England title as a 
17-y ear-old six years earlier. 

But ironically this year, 
Stich. who chose to put his 
country first, has been the suc- 
cess. He has plundered six 
titles, won the ATP Cham- 
pionships and ousted Jim 
Courier from the number-two 
spot in the world rankings. 

Becker, who decided to 
make himself unavailable for 
selection for the Davis Cup in 
order to concentrate on impro- 
ving his world banking, has 
flopped. He has slumped out 
of tne world’s “top- ten” play- 
ers, failed to qualify for the 
AIT finals and is currently 
away from the tennis scene 
altogether and concentrating 
on becoming a father for the 
first time in the new year. 

When Germany hammered 
Sweden a shock 54) away in the 
semi-finals. There were sug- 
gestions that Becker be recal- 
led. But these were quickly 
and firmly squashed by experi- 
enced non-playing captain Niki 



Michael Stich raises the ATP trophy after beating top-seeded 
Pete Sampras in Frankfurt on Nov. 21 (AFP photo) 


Pilic. 

“Having got this for, I think 
we shall stay as we are,” he 
smiled. 

Apart from Stich’s five vic- 
tories from the six singles he 
has played this year. Ger- 
many's successes in the World 
Group have been based on 
some inspiring performances 
by their second-string players 
— Marc Goellner, Patrik 
Kuhnen and Carl-Uwe Steeb. 

Goellner, 23, who exploded 
on to the international scene 
by winning Nice in April, and 
who started a new style in 
tennis wear by coming out on 
court wearing his cap back to 
front, has won all four of the 
singles he has played. 

But the Brazilian-born 
Goellner, despite shooting up 
the ranking s to 31st, has suf- 
fered a sudden loss of form in 
the late season and has won 
only one match from half-a- 


dozen tournaments. 

Nevertheless Pilic remains 
confident that Goellner will 
again rise to the occasion. 

Pilic's other option is to play 
84th-ranked Carl-Uwe Steeb 
as bis second singles player. 
The 26-year-old left-hander 
served his country well in the 
first-round when he recovered 
from a two-set deficit to beat 
Russia's Andrei Cherkasov in 
Moscow and help his team to a 
4-1 win. 

Kuhnen, Stich’s regular 
partner inthe doubles, is an 
almost automatic choice since 
he and Stich are unbeaten in 
the competition and have 
dropped only one set (a tie- 
break) in the three matches. 

But although the Germans 
go into the finals favourites < 
they will have to be careful not 
to be too overconfident when 
they come out Friday in front 
of a packed and partisan 


11,000 crowd. 

Nobody can ever write off 
Australia. 

The Australians, winners of 
the competition 26 times and 
finalists on 16 occasions, 
scored their last success in the 
1986 final against Sweden in 
Melbourne. 

Their main singles hope this 
year will be Wally Masur — 
the 30-year-old from New 
South wales who has been 
enjoying one of his most suc- 
cessful -ever seasons 

Masur. a semi-finalist at this 
year’s United States Open and 
a finalist at Rosmalen and 
Manchester, got Australia off 
on the right toot in their first- 
round 4-1 win over the United 
States by beating Brad Gilbert. 
And he also looked impressive 
winning his matches a gains t 
Leander Paes and Ramesh 
Kiishnan in Australia’s 5-0 
whitewash of India in the semi- 
finals. 

But like Goellner, Masur 
has suffered a loss of form in 
recent weeks. And like Goell- 
ner, he is hoping that every- 
thing will come right on the 
night. 

“Playing in the Davis Cup 
final is really important to 
me,” he confided. “I really 
want to do well.” 

Wily captain Neale Fraser 
has recalled Richard Fromberg 
as his probable second singles 
player. 

The 40th -ranked, 23-year- 
old Tasmanian, better-known 
for his day-court prowess, 
shwoed his metal in Australia’s 
tough 3-2 quarterfinal victory 
over Italy in Florence in July. 

There, in front of the noisy 
home fans, Fromberg won 
both of his singles — although 
he needed three tie-breaks to 
do so. 

And the 6ft 3in player stayed 
ice cool under relentless press- 
ure to clinch the tie by defeat- 
ing Stefano Pescosolido 7-6 (7/ 
3), 6-1, 6-4 in the deciding 
singles. 

’Hie Australians great 
strength will, as always, be in 
the doubles. 

There the “Woodies” — 
Mark Woodforde and Todd 
Wood bridge, runners-up in the 
World Championships in 
Johannesburg last week, will 
be a formidable obstacle to 
German hopes. 


Milan hold few fears for Champions League rivals Porto 
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MILAN (R) — AC Milan are 
not the European Champions 
gue force of last season 
irding to Porto coach 
w rislav Ivic, whose side ex- 
pects to leave northern Italy 
Wednesday with at least a 
point. 

“We’re going to the San Siro 
to win but a draw might be 
enough for us.” said Ivic on the 
eve of the game brought for- 
ward a week so that Milan can 
. travel to Tokyo for the Inter- 
* continental Cup final against 
Brazil's Sao Paulo on Dec. 12. 

Ivic already has oae signifi- 
cant Milan scalp on his belt, 
having been Marseille coach 
when the French side elimin- 
ated Milan from the European 
Cup in a controversial March 
1991 tie. 

Having drawn 1-1 at the San 


Siro. Milan were losing the 
returnleg 1-0 when they left the 
pitch in second half injury 
time, following a floodlight fai- 
lure. 

The walkout resulted in a 
one year European ban. 

Ivic, who watched Milan’s 
0-0 league draw with Parma 
Sunday, believes the club are 
less imposing now. 

“With the Dutchmen 
(Frank) Rijkaard, (Ruud) Gul- 
lit and (Marco) Van B as ten. 
Milan had a different technical 
and athletic potential.” he 
said. . 

"Above all, they could use 
all sorts of schemes in a very 
fluid manner. 

“Now, however, Milan have 
to try to make the most of the 
pace of players like (Jean-Pier- 


re) Papin... Whilst against Par- 
ma, they played for a draw and 
with a five-man defence.” 

Porto, who beat Werder 
Bremen 3-2 in their opening 
Group B tie last week, will be 
weakened by the suspension- 
enforced absence of Bulgarian 
striker Emil Kostadinov and 
defender Jorge Costa. 

Ivic is expected to replace 
Kostadinov with Brazilian de- 
fender Paulo Pereira, while 
Portuguese international Fer- 
nando Couto comes in for 
Costa. 

Milan coach Fabio Capello 


also has problems. Van Bas- 
ten, Croat Zvommir Boban, 
Montenegrin Dejan Savicevic. 
Frenchman Marcel Desailly 
plus Marco Simone, Gigi Len- 
tini, Mauro Tassotti ana Stefa- 
no Eranio are all ruled out, 
either through injury, ineligi- 
bility or disciplinary reasons. 

But such is the Milan squad 
strength that Capello can still 
field and impressive foreign 
trio of Papin and Romanian 
Florin Raducioiu in attack, 
with Dane Brian Laudrup on 
the right of a midfield to which 
Demetrio Albertini returns. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHWHF 
« TAIWAN WRSCH 


AN EXPLORATORY OPERATION 
North-Sooth vulnerable. North roumis of hearts before switching to 




deals. 

.NORTH 
* A 7 2 
r J 4 

v A R 6 4 2 
5 

WEST EAST 

4 K 4 9 8 5 4 

r K 10 8 6 3 t A 9 6 

0 j 9 7 * Q 10 

4Q942 4JZ0 73 

SOUTH 
4 Q J 10 6 3 
T Q 7 2 
0 85 3 
4 A 6 
The bidding: 

North Eaat South West 

1 J- Pass I 4 Pass 

2 4 Pass 3 4 Pass 

4 4 Pan Pus Pass 

Opening lead: Five of \ 

FoDow the play of this deal from s 
rubber bridge game. Do you think 
South adopted the best line or was a 
better one available? If w, what. 

South'* hand is borderline for a 
gwww invitation. We would not fault 
anyone for passing. but we feel the 
quality of the spade suit and length 
in partner's dWuosd suit just 
makes tbe hand worth a try- North’s 
hand is obviously good enough to 
accept 

The defenders started with iwn 


clubs. Declarer won in hand with the 
are and led the queen of trumps, 
covered by the king and taken with 
the ace. South continued with a 
trump to the ten. When West dis- 
carded a heart, the contract was 
doomed — declarer still had to lose a 
trump and a diamond for down one. 

Everything seems perfectly nor- 
mal. Except fa r the 4- 1 trump distri- 
bution, the contract would have 
coasted home, since the king of 
spades was oiuida. However, declar- 
er did mak e a subtle error, one that 
you are unlikely to find in any basic 
bridge text. 

Suppose that, at trick four, de- 
clarer had led the ten of trumps 
rather than the queen. It would be 
difficult for West to cover with the 
king from any trump length, so 
when the monarch appears it is a 
reasonable assumption it is a single- 
ton. After winning the ace, declarer 
lends the seven from dummy and. if 
East plays low. runs it. If Clast cov- 
ers. declarer wins and returns to 
dummy to repeat the finesse, there- 
by avoiding losing a trump trick. 

’ Here’s a tip that will earn you 
ihousn nd-o of points over the years: 
If you want your opponent to cover, 
lead the top card of a sequence. If 
you dnn’t, lead the lowest of the 
sequence. 


Armfield gets England SOS 


LONDON (AFP) — Former 
England captain Jimmy 
Armfield was appointed Tues- 
day as advisor to the Football 
Association (FA) in their 
attempt to find a new national 
manager. 

The one-time Leeds boss, 
who now works as a newspaper 
journalist and radio pundit, 
will help the four-man sub- 
committee established Tues- 
day to unearth a successor to 
Graham Taylor. 

But Peter Swales will play no 
part, after following his res- 


ignation Monday as Manches- 
ter City chairman by announc- 
ing that he will not seek re- 
election to the FA Internation- 
al Committee next June. 

Instead, the head-banting 
will be conducted by FA Chair- 
man Sir Bert Millichip, chief 
executive Graham Kelly, Old- 
ham chairman Ian Stott, Liver- 
pool director Noel White and 
Armfield. 

Armfield won 43 caps for 
England, many as captain and 
steered Bolton to promotion 
in 1973. 


ROOF WITH DELUXE FURNITURE 
FOR RENT 

With three bedrooms, living room, large salon, dining 
room, fully equipped kitchen, with three bathrooms and 
300-square metre terrace with separate central heat- 
ing. The furniture is new. 

Location: In Shmeisani, near the Safeway. 

Call tel. 827973 or 630722 


REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 
The purchase of a deluxe villa 

To be located in Abdoun or the 4th Circle, with an area 
of at least 800 square metres and the ground no less 
than 1,700 square metres. 

Bids should come from the owners only, without any 
middle men. 

Telefax: 662386, telephone calls only 
after 4 p.m. 


Former Soviets challenge China; 
as Asian Championships begin 

S . Arabia takes first gold medal 


MANILA (Agencies) — 
Athletes from the former 
Soviet Union prepared Tues- 
day to challenge the formid- 
able Chinese as the 10th Asian 
Athletics Championships 
opened Tuesday at Rizal 
Memorial Stadium. 

President Fidel Ramos for- 
mally opened the competition 
in a colourful ceremony bring- 
ing together nearly 500 athletes 
from 39 countries. They will 
compete in 41 events during 
the five-day championships. 

“A sporting ’event such as 
this brings together the youth 
of Asia in an arena where you 
can compete in an atmosphere 
of sportsmanship and fair 
play,” Mr. Ramos said. 

Chinese athletes, especially 
the women distance runners, 
are expected to go on a record- 
breaking spree. 

Most or the attention has 
been focused on the Chinese. 
But Olympic champion Andrei 
Abduvaliev of Tajikistan and 
pole vault star Gregorily 
Vegorov of Kazakhstan lead 
fonner Soviet athletes hoping 
to establish the sports reputa- 
tions of their new republics. 

Chinese coach Ma Juoren 
has tried to play down specula- 
tion that his 48-member team 
will establish new world re- 
cords during the cham- 
pionships, saying his athletes 
are tired after a gruelling year 
of competition. 

The Chinese team features* 
Wang Junxia, record holder in 
the 3,000 metres and 10,000 
metres, and Qu Yunxia, record 
holder in the 1,500 metres. 

Qu has an injured left ankle, 
Ma said. 

International sports officials 
in Manila for the cham- 


pionships said China is ex- 
pected to enter the first rung of 
world athletics now that the 
Soviet Union and the once 
formidable east Germans have 
succumbed to politics. 

“I believe the great surprise 
in the future of sports... is 
China,” Primo Nebiolo, presi- 
dent of the International 
Amateur Athletics Federation, 
said. “China sorely will be very 
strong.” 

He also discounted specula- 
tion that Chinese athletes are 
using performance-enhancing 
drugs. Instead, he said China’s 
1.1 billion population has given 
the country an unprecedented 
talent pool. 

Asian Amateur Athletics 
Association (AAAA) Presi- 
dent Mohammad Hassan of 
Indonesia described the games 
as the strongest since the bien- 
nial championship was first 
held in Manila in 1973 because 
of the presence of World and 
Olympic record holders from 
China and the six Central 
Asian republics of the former 
Soviet Union. 

“Asia is definitely on the 
move,” Mr. Hassan said in a 
speech. “We have taken our 
athletics seriously. This is cer- 
tainly a good sign for Asia.” 

More toan 1,000 colourfully- 
dressed Filipino schoolchildren 
danced and tumbled before a 
cheering crowd to steal the 
show at Tuesday's opening of 
the championships in Manila. 

Spinning red, yellow and 
blue umbrellas, the young stu- 
dents performed in stifling 
heat, bringing the 8,000 crowd 
alive after the march-past by 
athletes from the 40 competing 
countries. 


Flags of all the Asian nations 
fluttered as the mascot of the 
games, based on an en- 
dangered water buffalo called 
the Tamaraw, danced and blew 
kisses to the crowd. 

Eight paratroopers had ear- 
lier launched the opening cere- 
mony for the biggest event on 
Asia’s 1993 sporting calendar 
with a spectacular jump into 
the Rizal Stadium. 

At least 1.000 athletes, from 
countries ranging from Saudi 
Arabia to South Korea, are 
taking part in the Nov. 30-Dec. 
4 competition. 

Chinese discus thrower Cao 
Qi wrapped up the first of her 
country’s many certain gold 
medals on the opening day of 
the Asian Athletics Cham- 
pionships Tuesday but it was a 
Saudi Arabian steeplechaser 
who grabbed the glory. 

Cao’s best throw of 61.58 
metres, well bellow her per- 
sonal best, blitzed the field and 
put her nearly four metres 
ahead of compatriot Zhao 
Yonghoa. 

But the excitement was 
onthe track where Saudi run- 
ner Sa’ad Mozzae grabbed his 
country’s first-ever cham- 
pionship gold medal with a 
blistering last lap to finish with 
a time of eight minutes 32.08 
seconds. 

Sa’ad and the United Arab 
Emirtaes’ Ahmad Muhammad 
left the 1991 champion, Iran’s 
Hamid Sadjadi, behind at the 
start of the last lap and looked 
set to battle it out to the finish 
of the 3,000 metre race. 

But 200 metres from home 
Sa’ad produced a stunning 
burst or speed and won with 
ease. 


Though Sa’ad spoke no En- 
glish., tus teammates said be 
was ecstatic about his win and' 
they expected him to be hand- 1 - 
somely rewarded by the Saudi 
government. 

The biggest disappointment" 
was the form of Chinese run- 
ner San Rincng, who was 
struggling to keep up the pace’ 
from the stan and finished the ■ 
race nearly half a lap from the 
ocher backmarkers. 

Sun. with the fastest time; 
this year of all (he competitors! " 
trailed at nine minutes 29.81- 
seconds, more than a minute; 
slower than his best this year; ; 

Many of the Chinese* 

' athletes arrived in Manila out 
of condition for the biennial' 
championships after taking a'* 
break from last month’s ' 
national games in Beijing. [ 

The stifling heat also seemed ■ 
to take its toll of Sun after the - 
wintry chill of Beijing. 

China’s Cao, who is only 20, 
also threw below her best and’- 
conceded she could do better, / 
although her winning distance • 
was far further than the rest of * 
the field. 

“We have just finished our . 
national games and we were’*- 
not able to train for two "■ 
months," she told reporters. ' 

"I feel very pleased to win ■ 
the first gold 'medal for China* 
in these games," she added. ’ 

China is bidding to beat its - 
record haul of 24 golds in 
Kuala Lumpur in 1991. 

China's top 400-metre hurd- 
ler Han Qing just squeezed, ; 
into the finals after finishing 
eighth of the qualifiers in Tues- 
day’s two semifinals. Her time,' ' 
of 59.98 seconds was well be- * 
low her Asian record of 53.96 
seconds. 


Chinese women plan medals spree in swimming 


PALMA, Majorca (R) — A 
Chinese tidal wave threatens to 
engulf the inaugural World 
Short-Course Swimming 
Championships this week. 

Chinese women swimmers, 
who performed prodigiously at 
their national games m Beijing 
in September, could- emulate 
the feats of their compatriots 
on the athletics track and re- 
write the record books at the 
four-day championships begin- 
ning Thursday. 

They pack the leading 1993 
women's world long-course 
rankings, the 50 metres frees- 
tyle serving as just one illustra- 
tion of their predominance 
with six Chinese out-perform- 
ing German star Franziska Van 
Almsick, the world short- 
course record holder. Van 
Almsick has withdrawn from 
the championships because her 
training was interrupted by in- 
fluenza. 

Freestyler Van Almsick, 15, 
had been due to race over her 
world record distances of 50, 
100 and 200 metres at the 
championships in Palma 
Thursday. 

“She’s able to train again 
now but after a team event at 
the weekend it was dear that 
she wouldn’t be at 100 per cent 


or even 95 per cent in Palma," 
her manager Werner Koester 
said Tuesday. 

The Chinese may cap this in 
Palma unless they find two 
peaks in less than three months 
too tall an order and are saving 
their best for the more presti- 
gious World Long-Course 
Championships in Rome next 
September. 

China began to make their 
mark on the world scene in the 
late 1980s and collected four 
women’s titles at both the 1991 
World Championships and the 
1992 Olympics, though none of 
those gold medallists is down 
to compete here. 

Short-Course (25-metre 
pool) meetings lack the pedig- 
ree of the traditional long- 
course championships in 
Olympic-standard 50-metre 
pool and. with standards less 
well established, a stack of 
world marks could foil here. 

However, many top swim- 
mers are staying away, prefer- 
ring to concentrate on their 
preparations for Rome. - 

Only three reigning Olympic 
individual champions — 
American Janet Evans, Spain’s 
Martin Lopez-Zubero and Jap^ 
nese teenager Kyoko Iwasaki 
— are in action. 


. Evans, triple individual gold 
medallist at the 1988 Olympics, 
should bold off the Chinese in 
the distanced freestyle events 
and Lopez-Zubero should win 
the backstroke in the absence 
of leading rivals. 

But Iwasaki, Olympic 200 
breasstroke champion, faces a 
daunting challenge from Chi- 
na’s Dai Guobong, fastest 
women in the world this year in 
long-course 100 and 200 breas- 
stroke and 400 individual 
medley. 

The Chinese women look 
sure of a medal spree with Dai 
and teammates Le Jingyi and 
Lu Bin (freestyle). He Cihong 
(backstroke) and Qu Yun ana 
Liu Limin (butterfly) to the 
fore. 

Top absentees include 
Olympic freestyle champions 
Alexander Popov and Evgeny 
Sadovyi of Russia and Kieren 
Perkins of Australia, as well as 
Finland's European 200 indi- 
vidual medley gold medallist 
Jani Sievinen. 

Hungary bypass short- 
course championships, which 
deprives Palma of Olympic 

f )ld medallists Krisztina 
gerszegi (backstroke) and 


Tamas Darnyi (individual 
medley). 

Evans is the only one of.- 
seven reigning American - 
Olympic individual champions- .. 
on the trip but fast freestylers. 
David Fox and Jon Olsen ■ 
should make the U.S. presence .. 
fell. 

Britain's Mark Foster, Bra- 
zil’s Gustavo Borges and dou- 1 
ble European champion Antti ■' 
Kasvio of Finland should also 
have a major say in the frees-" 
tyle while Australia's Phil Ro-'t 
gers, who set two short-course ; * 
world records in August, and-"' 
British Olympics medallist’ 
Nick Gillingham- give the* 
men’s breaststroke a strong 
competitive edge. 

Sweden's top swimmer’; 
Louise Karlsson will miss thdj 
championships in Palma next'* 
month because of a shoulder ' 
joint injury which needs an : 
operation. . _ 'J 

' Karlsson, 19. holds a clutch 
of European sprint titles but 
said her three latest golds, 
earned at the European Sprint .. 
Championships in England - 
earlier this month, bad caused, . 
her a great deal of pain. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid 1989 Austin Montego 2.0 litre. Excellent 
condition. 110,000km. Dealer maintained throughout. 
Car can be viewed by appointment. Sealed bids for 
purchase to be sent to British Embassy not later than 
20 December. 

Tel.: 823100, Ext 212 


TO LET 

1 . Fully-iumished. two-bedroom apartment, 2nd floor. Sepa- 
rate utilities (water, electricity and central heating + 

- telephone). 

2. Fully-furnished studio. Separate kitchen and bathroom and 
centra] heating + telephone. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

For more information, please cad tel.: 827537 



25% Sale 




AJANl 

JEWELLERS 

Amra Hotel - Amman. 


INDIAN CULTURAL GATHERING 

On Friday, Dec. 3 at the premises of the Embassy of 
India. Functions begin at 11:30 a.m. 

Cultural programmes and games begin at 12:00 
noon sharp 

All Indians are welcome 


TENDER INVITATION 

Natural Resources Authority announces tender invita- 
tion No. 278/93 for cementing & testing services 
related to hydrocarbon exploration and production 
wells in Jordan. The services include works stipulation 
in fields of cementing and drill stem testing. 
Contractors who possess an experience in the same 
field and are qualified financially and technically and 
who wish to participate in the above tender are invited 
to submit their pre-qualification documents not later 
than 12:00 p.m. on Dec. 27, 1993. 

Eligible contractors may obtain tender documents from 
NRA head offices at Biader Wadi Alseer, Procur. 
Division against non-refundable JD 30,000 per set. 
Bidder should submit his offer in two separate sealed 
envelopes technical and financial. The technical one 
should include a copy of his bid bond. 

Bid bond $5000.00 in the form of bank guarantee or 
certified check should be enclosed, otherwise your 
offer will be rejected. 

Natural Resources Authority 
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Quern* 


tW.: 634144 

MimBUMA 


Edie Murphy — in 

boomerang 

M, J:30. 6:15. SJ0, 10:50 


Qn e m 


Tel-: 677420 


CONCORD ‘f 
Mel Gibson — in 

FOREVER YOUNG 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 

THE FUGITIVE 

Shows: 1230. £30, 4:15, fc3 0, 1030 


iGnema 


Tel.: 6992381 


(N 


BODY OF EVIDENCE 

Show* 12:30. 3:15, 5, 6:30. 8:30. MHO 


Tel.: 675571 1 


NafcS A1 MasStfiRi Tlaatre 


* rV=v 

kiCR 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer (ssa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to otter comedians 
Every 'night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


t 


Nabil & Hisftarii's Tel.: 6251551 

AEOAS3 TSHA'FES 




Daily 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes Saturday 
and Sunday 

English synopsis available 
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Kaddoumi stresses Palestinians’ 
right to return or get compensation 


•UNTIED NATIONS (R) — 
! Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
;tion (PLO) foreign affairs chief 
-Farouk Kaddoumi called on 
the international community 
Monday to reaffirm the right of 
-Palestinian refugees to return 
-or receive compensation. 

In a speech to the General 
;AssembIy, he also said the 
^Israeli authorities, in the in- 
terest of safeguarding the Mid- 
Idle East peace process, must 
;halt “the abominable acts com- 
mitted by armed Israeli set- 
tlers" against Palestinians ' in 
.the occupied territories. 

Taking part in the annual 
U.N. debate on the Question of 
Palestine, he said there were 
now 2.8 million Palestinian re- 
fugees, constituting about half 
of the Palestinian people. 

. "One-third of them continue 
to live in refugee camps in the 
occupied territory and the 
neighbouring Arab countries. 

“This question must be 
solved in a way that conforms 
to international legality, speci- 
fically, m accordance with pa- 
ragraph II of General Assem- 
bly Resolution 194 (III) of 
1948, which affirmed their 
right ot return or compensa- 
tion for those who did not want 
to return.” 

Mr. Kaddoumi said that re- 



Faruk Kaddoumi 

solution, reaffirmed by the 
assembly year after year, was 
an “individual, inalienable 
right that must be disting- 
uished from the right of every 
Palestinian to Palestinian 
citizenship and nationality.” 
Referring to the role played 
by the U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) in providing aid, 
he said: “I call on UNRWA to 
continue providing this assist- 
ance to the Palestine refugees 


in all their places of abode. 

“We call on the General 
Assembly to affirm the princi- 
pled stand of the international 
community on these fun- 
damental issues with the same 
vigour with which it supports 
the Middle East peace process 
and its recent positive develop- 
ment.” 

Mr. Kaddoumi was referring 
to a declaration signed by 
Israel and the PLO on Sept. 13 
on Palestinian interim self-gov- 
ernment, beginning in the 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho. Details of the 
accord are still being negoti- 
ated. 

Calling the human rights of 
Palestinians under occupation 
a fundamental issue, he said 
this was “a matter of principle 
that is not subject to negotia- 
tions or political vicissitudes.” 

“One must refer, in this re- 
gard, to the abominable acts 
committed by aimed Israeli 
settlers against our people. We 
emphasise the responsibility of 
the Israeli authorities to put an 
end immediately to this 
dangerous phenomenon in the 
interest of safeguarding the 
peace process.” 

Earlier, PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat, a message to a 
U.N. meeting mar long the 


annual international Day of 
Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People, said the Middle East 
was poised between democra- 
cy, development and prosper- 
ity on the one hand, and wars, 
calamities and Balkanisation 
on the other hand. 

His message, read by PLO 
U.N. observer Nasser A. Kid-' 
wa also reaffirmed the goal of 
an “independent state with 
Arab Jerusalem as its capital.” 

The United Nations wjJJ con- 
tinue to help the Palestinians 
implement the accord granting 
them autonomy. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali has 
said. 

“Today, Internatinal Day of ■ 
Solidarity with the Palestinian 
People, symbolises the con- 
tinuing responsibility of the 
United Nations towards the 
Palestinians,” he said. 

Dr. Ghali set op a U.N. 
team charged with aiding social 
and economic development in 
the ocupied territories of the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip In 
September. 

He recently sent a technical 
team to Tunis and the occupied 
territories at the request of the 
PLO to see how the world 
body could help implement the 
autonomy accord signed Sept. 
13 in Washington. 


Ethiopia tries to save Somalia conference 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) 
— Ethiopia, anxious to save a 
U.N. conference on aid to 
Somalia, is trying to persuade 
Somali warlord Mohammad 
Farah Aideed to attend a sepa- 
rate meeting of Somali parties, 
diplomats said Tuesday. 

Ethiopian President Meles 
Zenawi, host of the U.N. con- 
ference boycotted by General 
Aideed, wants to hold the 
;meeting in Addis Ababa 
Thursday and hopes it mil 
pave the way fora compromise 
] between Gen. Aideed and the 
United Nations, they said. 

■ “So for thing? look pretty set 
!fbr Thursday. We are told 
; Aideed is willing to come be- 
cause the meeting will not in- 
volve the United Nations,” 
lone diplomat told Reuters. 

The United Nations opened 
the conference Monday in an 
attempt to put relief operations 
it omalia back on track. 

But Gen. Aideed and his 
group, the Somali National 


Alliance (SNA), said they 
would not attend. They instead 
told the United Nations to get 
out of Somalia. 

Mr. Meles, mandated by 
both regional leaders and the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU), has mediated several 
meetings which tried to bring 
about peace in Somalia. 

The aim of the meeting 
Thursday is also to narrow the 
differences between Gen. 
Aideed and his arch-rival, 
north Mogadishu warlord and 
self-styled President Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad. 

“It’s common knowledge 
that unless the two men reach 
some common ground efforts 
by people such as the U.N. to 
help Somalia are nothing but a 
waste of time,” one diplomat 
said. 

The Somali factions are ex- 
pected to base reconcfliation 
efforts on a peace accord 
signed by 15 factions in Addis 
Ababa last March. The accord 


has so far been largely ignored. 

“Should they (the Somalis) 
foil to meet this time it is 
difficult to comprehend what 
the future holds for Somalia," 
the diplomat added. 

Mike Sheeham, advisor to 
the U.N. special representative 
in Somalia, U.S. retired 
Admiral Jonathan Howe, said 
“we hope” a team from Gen. 
Aideetfs SNA would partici- 
pate in the talks . 

The SNA team, who were 
joined at their hotel here late 
Monday by Gen. Aideed's ally 
Colonel Omar Jees, were 
Tuesday to meet President 
Zenawi to discuss how they 
could take part, a source close 
to the team said. 

Gen. Aideed, whose militia- 
men fought UN. forces in 
Mogadishu between June and 
October, proposed that a sepa- 
rate such meeting be held in 
the Somali capital in January 
nextyear. 

“The purpose of this confer- 


ence was to get all Somali 
leaders together in order for 


them to move forward the pro- 
cess of dialogue.” Mr. 
Sheeham said. “We are very, 
very disappointed that all 
groups are not represented.” 
Diplomats have stressed that 
further international aid in- 
creasingly depends on political 
progress in Somalia, which 
plunged into clan warfare and 
famine after the January 1991 
ouster of President Moham- 
mad Siad Barre. 

“The time is now for the 
Somali people to reconcile. 
Aid depends on that,” Mr. 
Sheeham said. “At the same 
time there has been a great 
deal accomplished so far.” 
The dozen factions taking 
part in the talks on Tuesday 
discussed the rebuilding and 
rehabilitation of their Horn of 
Africa country, as donors 
stressed that aid would be 
directed in priority to areas 
regarded as safe. 


IN BRIEF 


Israel wants multilaterals in Arab states 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel and the United States are trying to 
persuade Arab states to stage all five tracks of the multilateral 
talks on the Middle East, a senior foreign ministry official said 
Tuesday. Washington will officially put forward the proposal 
on Dec. 15 when the multilateral coordinating committee 
picets in Tokyo and Israel will support it in the light of the 
- ‘ Sept. 13 Palestinian autonomy deal. Egypt has already agreed 
to hold the session on refugees and Morocco to host the 
economic talks, the official said. The United States and Israel 
T hope Qatar will stage the arms control talks, Oman water talks 
‘ ana either Bahrain or Jordan the environmental committee. 
The multilateral talks on regional issues are part of the peace 
process launched in Madrid in October 1991. 

India to train Palestinian paramedics 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — India is to train paramedics from the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank town of Jericho and offer 
scholarships to Palestinian students. Foreign Minister Dinesb 
Singh said Tuesday. India also plans to provide the auton- 
omous Palestinian authorities in Gaza and Jericho with $1 
million worth of goods, Mr. Singh told a function marking the 
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. In 
a message. Prime Minister P. V. Narasunha Rao welcomed the 
Sept. 13 signing of the Palestinian autonomy accord. India is 
"ready to continue to extend material and technical assistance 
to the friendly Palestinian people to consolidate their progress 
towards self-government/* he said. He said he hopes all 
parties in the peace process would take this opportunity to 
work for “a comprehensive settlement which restores to the 
' Palestinian people their legitimate rights.” 

; Settlers set up vigilante force 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Settler leaders laun- 
ched a campaign Tuesday to recruit hundreds of volunteer 
; guards from Israel to protect Jewish communities in the 
[ occupied territories. The move comes ahead of the deploy- 
‘ ment of the Palestinian police under the autonomy agreement 
and the scheduled start of the withdrawal of the Israeli army 
from Gaza and Jericho on Dec. 13. “We are appealing to 
. people to join Hashomer and keep Jewish settlements strong, 
secure and alive just as Hashomer did before the state (was 
, founded).” said Yechiel Leiter, a spokesman for the council of 
■ Jewish communities. The Hashomer watchmen guarded the 
.■ early Jewish settlements before 1948. “The aim is mainly to 
/ defend isolated settlements.” said reserve General Yossi 
-..Roller, who will be in change of the operation which he said 
■.would be run in cooperation with the army. 

". Lebanon purges 500 civil servants 

' BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq A1 Hariri has 
_ announced a purge of nearly 500 civil servants accused of 
~ corruption under an overhaul of the state administration. The 
-*500 sacked officials are among 4.000 people classified by their 
■* ministries as either corrupt, chronically absentee, incompetent 
_ or superfluous whose fate is being decided by a government 
commission. Mr. Hariri said after a cabinet meeting late on 
Monday the government bad accepted unchanged the conunis- 
f sion’s recommendation to dismis the 500 categorised as 
/corrupt. The government will announce Wednesday how 
■ many of about 1,200 workers accused of absenteeism will be 
1. fired. The 500 fired for corruption have not been named. They 
, will receive no compensation but can appeal to the council of 
state, an administrative watchdog body. 

.'Iran warns Kuwait against defence pacts 

. NICOSIA (AP) — Iran’s state-run radio . Tuesday warned 
•. .Kuwait to reconsider its policy of signing military pacts with 
; countries outside the region, and called on it to seek regional 


solutions for defence. The commentary on Tehran Radio was 
broadcast the day after Kuwaiti Defence Minister Sheikh Ali 
A1 Sabah signed a defence pact with Russia in Moscow. The 
agreement includes joint naval manoeuvres by Russia and 
Kuwait,the first such exercises involving Moscow and a Gulf 
state. The broadcast said Kuwait’s defence agreements with 
“big powers” such as the United States, Russia, France and 
Britain were understandable in view of Iraq’s 1991 invasion of 
Kuwait. But it warned such pacts were not “free of charge” 
and could be used as a pretext for these powers to interfere n 
Kuwait's internal affairs or to start a conflict with its 
neighbours. 

Vatican prepares Pope’s Lebanon visit 

BEIRUT (AFP) — A Vatican delegation is visiting Lebanon 
to prepare for a landmark visit here by Pope John Paul 13, a 
spokesman for the papal envoy. Monsignor Pablo Puente, said 
Tuesday. The first ever papal visit to Lebanon will take place 
indie second half of May, according to the official National 
News Agency. But Mr. Puente told reporters that no date bad 
been set yet for the visit. The delegation arrived on Sunday for 
a one-week visit. It is led by Father Roberto Tucd, who 
organises the Pope’s travels abroad, his assistant Emile 
Tsherrig and Alberto Gaspari, a secular aide. 

Velayati meets Hamas official 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran's foreign minister has met with a 
leading member of Hamas, the Islamic Resistance Movement, 
the Islamic Republic News Agency (ERNA) reported Tuesday. 
The state-run agency quoted Minister Ah Akbar Velayati as 
saying at Monday's meeting that his country’s opposition to 
the peace deal was “unalterable.” Iran is opposed ot any peace 
with Israel and calls for its total destruction. It is also a key 
backer of Hamas. The Hamas official, Musa Abu Marzouk, 
said the Palestinian peace accord with Israel was doomed to 
failure because it did not settle the problem of “the occupation 
of Palestine and the restoration of the rights of its people.” 
Mr. Abu Marzouk, who arrived in Tehran Sunday, said the 
purpose of his visit was “to exchange views with Iranian 
officials on the latest developments in the region.” Mr. 
Velayati told Mr. Abu Marzouk there were many pressures on 
Iran “to change its stand and give up support for the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian nation.” He said “obviously, such 
disgraceful solutions would not bear fruit. 

Denmark turns down PLO embassy request 

COPENHAGEN (AFP) — Danish Prime Minister Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen has turned down a request by Yasser Arafat 
to grant embassy status to the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion's (PLO) future office in Copenhagen, saying “Denmark 
recognises states and not governments. ' Mr. Rasmussen said 
he told the PLO leader, who was on a 30-hour visit to 
Denmark, that he considered the PLO “as the representative 
of the Palestinian people” and that “its representatives could 
benefit from certain diplomatic rights,” but that authorising a 
proper embassy was “out of tile question.'' The question of 
diplomatic relations “must be discussed in concertation with 
the other European Community members,” he said. The PLO 
had an office in Copenhagen between 1987 and 1990, when it 
was dosed for financial reasons brought about by the Gulf 
war. 

Weather stalls Israel-PLO economy talks 

PARIS (AFP) — The resumption of talks on the economic 
aspect of the transfer of autonomy to Palestinian authorities in 
the Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip and West Bank was delayed 
Tuesday by bad weather. The Israeli embassy in Paris said the 
Israeli delegation was unable to leave Geneva. The talks were 
suspended here last Thursday, with an agreement to resume 
Tuesday and continue until Dec. 6- 
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their armed struggle against is-ael in the Rafah 
refugee camp Tuesday (AFP photo) 


Iranian hijacker was 
‘fleeing repression’ 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
The hijacker of an Iranian oil 
ministry plane flown to Iraq 
was a fireman escaping “rep- 
ression” in his home country, 
the Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
reported Tuesday^ 

Ali Reza Karimi, 42, told 
INA in the southern port city 
of Basra that he worked for the 
Iranian Civil Defence Services. 

He hijacked the plane to 
Basra Monday, while it was on 
a domestic flight in southern 
Iran with 38 people on board, 
“to flee the repression suffered 
by his family at the bands of 
the Iranian regime,” Mr. Kari- 
mi was quoted as saying. 

The hijacker, accompanied 
by bis wife and five children, 
has asked for political asylum. 
Iran wants nis extradition, 
charging the hijacker belonged 
to the Iranian armed opposi- 
tion group, Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq. 

The Mujahedeeo had denied 
any involvement. 

Passengers from the plane 
were transferred to Baghdad 
Tuesday and would return to 
Iran soon, Iran’s IRNA news 
agency said. 

Iranian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud Moham- 
rnadi, quoted by IRNA. said 
the Iranian embassy in Bagh- 
dad was making arrangements 
for their return home in coop- 
eration with Iraqi authorities. 

Iran on Monday demanded 
that Iraq return the Fokker 
F-27 Friendship plane along 
with all 38 passengers and crew 
on board — including those 
responsible for commandeer- 
ing it earlier in the day. 

In Baghdad, there was no 
official confirmation that the 
passengers had arrived in the 
* Iraqi capital but sources at the 
Iranian embassy said that di- 
plomats there were in direct 
contact with the Iraqi author-, 
ities. 

Iraq has not said what it 
plans to do about the plane,' 
the hijacker or the passengers 
and crew. 

A television station run by 
President Saddam Hussein's 
eldest son Uday showed pic- 

Kurds warn 
Turkish jets 
France bans 

BONN (Agencies) — Kurdish 

f roups warned Germany 
uesday that its crackdown on 
Kurdish activities could lead to 
retaliatory attacks and their 
lawyers to fight the curbs in 
court. 

France banned two Kurdish 
organisations on Tuesday, 
saying they were linked with 
the separatist Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK), which is fighting 
a guerrilla war in Turkey. 

Turkey said Tuesday it had 
made fresh air strikes against 
Kurdish rebel bases in north- 
ern Iraq but Iraqi Kurds de- 
nounced the raids saying they 
had killed three civilians. 

Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler's office said Monday’s raids 
had hit PKK guerrillas. 

“The planes struck targes in 
a five-hour operation on Mon- 
day,” Colonel Dogu Silancigiu 
of the Turkish general staff 
headquarters told Reuters. 
The air force, he added, had 
made 16 sorties against nine 
targets in regions he named as 
Mezi, Keryaderi, Sinji and 
Sivri. 

Ms. Ciller’s office said in a 
statement the raids had de- 
molished PKK camps and ral- 
lying points spread over an 
area of 400 square kilometres. 

But an Iraqi Kurdish spokes- 
man said the Turkish planes 
had bombed the newly reset- 
tied vijlages of Hiezan and 
Siena in the Barzan region, 
nearly 40 kilometres inside 
Iraq, killing three civilians and 
wounding six others. 

/There have been indiscri- 
minate Turkish air raids and 


tures of a young man leaving 
the plane carrvin| a small 
child, followed bv his wife and 
four children. Other passen- 
gers left the plane after him. 

Dating back to the Gulf war 
of January-February 1991. Iraq 
demands the return of dozens 
of warplanes and civilian air- 
craft wnich were flown to safe- 
ty across the border in Iran. 

The diplomat said the pas- 
sengers were still in Basra on 
Tuesday, but the official Ira- 
nian news agency IRNA said 
they had been taken to Bagh- 
dad ahead of their return 
home. 

The passengers and crew are 
all in good health and the 
Iranian embassy is arranging 
their repatriation. IRNA re- 
ported. 

It said the hijacker had 
asked to rejoin the Mujahe- 
deen. who have bases in Iraq. 
There was no word on Bagh- 
dad’s reaction to his request 
for asylum for his family either 
in Iraq or a third country. 

The plane was first diverted 
to Kuwait, where the author- 
ities refused landing permissin, 
before heading for Basra. The 
F-17 was seized after take-off 
from Gach Saran headed for 
Ahvaz in the oil province of 
Khuzestan. 

It was the first hijacking of 
an Iranian plane to Iraq since 
the end of the two countries' 
1980-1988 war. Iran's Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
said last week that Tehran 
wanted to normalise relations 
with its former foe. 

Ties are still strained by 
Baghdad's support for the Mu- 
jahedeen, which launches 
cross-border raids from Iraq. 

Iran said there were six 
women and eight children on 
the plane. No foreigners were 
on board. 

IRNA said Iran summoned 
Iraq's charge d'affaires in 
Tehran on Monday to demand 
the return of the plane. “The 
note demanded the return of 
the plane, her passengers and 
crew as well as the hijackers,” 
it said. 

Germany; 
hit Iraq, 

2 groups 

shelling of innocent Kurdish 
Democratic Party (KDP). 
which cooperated with Turkey 
last year in a drive against the 
PKK. 

“There are serious doubts 
that all these attacks are ear- 
ned out by mistake by Turkey. 
There is no PKK presence or 
bases in the attacked area,” 
the spokesman said in a state- 
ment. 

“We condemn these raids 
and call upon the Turkish gov- 
ernment to compensate the 
victims of the last air attack 
and end its cross-border attack 
on Kurdish civilians.” the 
statement said. 

Turkeys armed forces com- 
mander General Dogan Cures 



nuiMru since 

the group launched its war for 
an independent Kurdish state 
in the southeast in 19S4. 

Cengiz Dereli, former 
spo^sman of the Cologne- 
based Kurdistan Committee — 
illegal since last Friday — told 
reporters that Bonn had made 
a grave political mistake bv 
supporting Ankara in its war 
against Kurdish separatists 

“Germany has attracted the , 
enmity of the Kurdish people 
by Paying a i supporting role In 
weir annihilation.” said Mr 
Dereli. 

"It is highly possible that 
German installations in Turkey* 
and in Kurdistan will come to 
harm he said without specify- 
ing who might carry out the 
assaults. 



Welsh police 
can’t afford 
royal visits 

LONDON (AFP) — Members 
of Britain's royal family may 
be asked to stop making offi- 
cial visits to Smith Wales be- 
cause police can no longer 
afford the huge costs of en&ur- . 


cause police can no longer 
afford the huge costs of ensur- . . 
ing their safety, press reports' 
said Tuesday. Faced with hav- 
ing to trim between £2 and £4 
million ($3 and SG million) 
from its £l3J-miHion ($195* 
million) budget. South Wales 
Constabulary wants ail plan- 
ned royal trips to the region 
postponed. An emergency 
police authority meeting Mon- 
day agreed that the fords 
lieutenant of south, mid and 
west Glamorgan — the queen’s 
local representatives — should 
be told that royal tours might 
face cancellation. Prince 
Charles, the Prince of Wales, is 
due to arrive in the Welsh 
capital Cardiff later Tuesday to 
band out honourary degrees. 

A furiher 19 royal’ visits are 
planned tor the area before. 
April. A Buckingham Patoce 
spokesman said that (he royal 
family still wanted to veil 
Wales and would take advice 
from the lords lieutenant. The 
South Wales force is consider- 
ing a list of other money-saying 
options, including an overtime 
ban, the temporary dosure of 
22 police stations and thepo* 
sibilitv of making 180 officers 


redundant. “There is no way l 
want to go down this path. But 
if I am forced to make cuts of 


this level then these are the 
measures I may have to take/ 1 
he said. 

Vasarely sends 
back his Legion 
D’Honneur 

MARSEILLE. France (AFP) *** 

— The Hungarian-born French 
painter Victor Vasarely has 
sent back his Legion D’Hon- 
neur in a bitter protest over the : 
alleged maladministration of 
the foundation in Aix-EA- 
Proyenee. southern France, ' 
which bears his name. : ' 

open letter to President Fran- *- • * • 
cois Mitterrand and Prime - * - 

Minister Edouard Bahadur, " 
the 85-year-old artist said he . : • • • 
was “cut to the quick, in the . • 
twilight of my life, to sec - 

state allow unscrupulous offi- '' 
dais to plunder my founda- . . 
tion” and denounced the • 
ministers responsible for fail- 
ing to act. “despite being^n* '» . 
formed of the gravity of the 
offences for the past two 
years.” The painters daugh- 
ter-in-law, Michele Vasarely, 
said all the letters and titles 
bestowed on him by France — 
the Legion D’Honoeur, Arts 
Et Lettres, and the' Ordre 
National De Merits — bad 
been deposited Monday at the 
Elysee Palace and the Hotel 
Matignon, the president's and 
prime ministers offidai resi- 
dences. The artist has refused 
to speak to the press since 
giving a media conference last 
June 25 at his home in Annet- 
Sur-Mame, in the Paris region. - - 
The painter’s family is at log- 
gerheads with Charles De- 
bbash, a doyen of the faculty of . 
law in Aix-en-Provence and 
the Vasarely Foundation’s 
administration until last April. 

Both sides have accused 
other of crooked practices and 
illegally disposing of paintings. 

Debbasch had his contract ter- 
minated in April by a court and 
a provisional director was- to 
replace him. wlule local pro- 
secuting authorities are investi- ■ 
gating the allegations against 1 

Judge refuses 
to delay Jackson 
copyright case 

LOSS ANGELES (R) - A 
federal judge Monday refused 
to delay a copyright infringe^ v a 
ment lawsuit against Michael 
Jackson despite claims the pop - 

superstar was too ill to be 
questioned. Jackson is 
embroiled in a series of law- 
suits and sex and drug abuse 
scandals. He is in Europe re- * 

ceiving treatment for an addic- 
tion to painkilling drugs, hav- - 
m abruptly cancelled his' 

Dangerous world tour on Nov. : 

12 while in Mexico City. Jack- 
son is also accused in a civil suit ' 
of sexually molesting a 13- 
year-old boy and five body- *. 
guards have sued him over 
meir summary dismissals, , 
claiming they were fired be- 
cause they knew too much " 
about lus “nighttime visiB" 
with young hoys. He also has a 
lawsuit pending in whirM* fe "'a 
suitij; his personal video ohu&v 
firapher. In the latest develop* 
ment in the copyright case, 

h™ D i* ,r *P Harry 

3 W*? 1 *?<WBr the start 
ot a tnaJ in which Jackson is 
accused of infringing the 
copyright of three songwriters. 




